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ThemaincurrentrunnlngthroughtheearlyAmericanliteratureinthelate

eighteenthcenturyisthatofso-Cal)ed"sentimentalnovels."Desp)tetheircontempo-

raryenormouspopulantyandabundance,theseproductsoftheunnedgednational

imaglnationhavebeenpaidlittIescholarIyattentionandarealmostlgnOredinthe

Standardliterarycanon.Inoneofpioneenngstudiesofthisgenre,neSentimental

NovelinAmerica1789-1860(1940),HerbertRossBrownmentionsthat"veryftw

OftheseoncepopuIarnovelsarereadtodaybycriticalreaderswithanythingsavean

ironicalappreciation…."1Thelowliterarymeritofthesenovels,Whatisseenas

their"widespreadmediocrlty,"2explainsthescarcltyuntilrecenttimesofscholarship

OnPOSトRevolutionaryAmerican丘ction.Theriseoffemimistcriticisminthe1960s

andthe70s,however,CaStaneWlightontheselong-fbrgottensentimentalnovels,

andcriticshavenowbegunseriouslytoreevaluatethem.

As"sentimentalnovels"wereabout,aSWellasbr,yOungWOmeninparticular,

Criticstendtofbcusoncertainissuesconcern)ngWOmenWhentheystudythesenov-

els.Throughftmalecharacters,theyareeagertoexploresuchtop)CSaSWOmen's

StatuS,theconditionof)ift,andtheexpectationsofwomen.Intermsofknowlng

howwomenwereviewedinthosedays,the"seductionnovels,"onebranchofthe

"sentimentaInovels,"areundoubtedlyvaluablesources.Theseduction(hemewasin

factinspiredandinnuencedbySamuelRichardson.Fromthenegativerolemodels

Of"fallen''heroinesinthesenovels,readersgettheplCtureOfidealwomanhood.In

Otherwords,theyreceivethedidacticmessagethatwomenneedtobevirtuousand

Chasteinordertogetmarried,andtha(marnageistheon)ymeanstosecurewom-
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en'slifteconomicallyandsocially.

Inadditiontotheabove-mentionedobviousdidacticism,itwouldbeinterestlng

todiscoveranothermessageffomtheauthorsofsentimentalnctions,eSPeCiallyfrom

WOmenauthors,Whowereweighedratherlightly.Thatis,byexamlnlnghowwomen

Iookatmen,OneCan丘ndnewperspectivesonseemlnglytrining,tearfu1novels･The

didacticpresentationofwomencharactersisnotallthatthesenovelshavetoofftr.It

isworthrememberingthattheheroesandvilIainsalsohavearoletoplay,andare

indeedoftenthemostinteresting(Oratleastthemostexciting)charactersinthenov-

els･Thus,thisessaywillconsiderthepost-Revolutionarywomen'sviewofmenand

explorethesubtextoftwoimportantSeductionnovels,Charlot(eTb叩Le(1794)and

77zeCoque(te:Or,77wHistoryqfE[izaⅥ肋ar(On(1797);Iwi1lexaminetheauthors'

treatmentsofmalecharactersintheirpersonal,fami1ial,andsocialram摘cations.

BothCharlotteTbmplebySusannaHaswellRowsonandTheCoquet(eby

HannahWebsterFosterwerereadwidelyintheirtime.Cfzarlotte7bJ叩Lewasactual-

1ythe丘rstbestsellingnovelinAmericaandwaspopularuntilthebeginnlngOfthis

Century.T7zeCoquetteranuptoCharlotte7bmpLeinpopularlty.3WhileRowson

glVeSaCOntinuousnarrative,Foster,intheRichardsonianmanner,uSeSanePIStOlary

fbrmbetweenthemaincharactersinT72eCoquette.Thetwonovels'plotsareSimi-

1ar:theheroineis seduced,abandoned,anddiesin childbirth.Yet,the heroines of

bothworksarecontrastlng.CharlotteTempleisaninnocentfi托eenyearoldgir).On

theotherhand,ElizaWharton,thetitlecharacterofTheCoque(te,isasophisticated

maturewomaninhermid-thirties.

Thereareacoupleofmalecharacterswhosurroundtheheroineineachnovel.

TheyfhlIintotworoughcategoriesofthegoodandtheevi1･Nevertheless,theyare

notsimplystereotyplCalcharacterswithpeculiarqualities,butareindeedrathercon-

VinclngPOrtrayalsofrealpersons･Therespectablefigurein CharLot(eTbJ叩Leis

Mr･Temple,theheroine'sfhther･Heisabenevolent,generOuSmanWhoiswi11ingto

helptheunfbrtunate･Asahusbandandafhther,heisveryaffbctionateandwarm.In

Short,heisendowedwithidealhumanqua)ities.Similarly,in77zeCbqueE(e,Foster

describesBoyer,aminister,WhoisasuitorofElizaWharton,aShonorableandvir-

tuous.WhileheiswoolngEliza,Fostershowshissinc6reanddevotedlove.With

thischaracterandhisholyoccupation,Boyer,therefbte,aPpearStOeVeryOne'seyes



asthemostdesirablepartnerfbrEliza.

AlthoughMr･TempleandBoyerseemtobeimpeccablefigures,however,they

alsomakemistakesandhavedeftctsthatprovefatalfbrtheheroines･Beingnomore

thanagentlefather,Mr･Templeisnotwhollyqualinedtobeaguideinliftfbrhis

daughter.ThisfactindirectlyleadstothedestruCtionofCharlotte.PatriciaL.Parker

Writes‥Mr･Temple"overprotectshisdaughterandeducatesherinadequatelyfbrthe

realitiesoflift‥･【parents】mustfirstprovidetheirchildrenwithaproperprepara-

tionfbrlifb･"4Simi)arly,HenriPetterpolntSOutthat=herlackofexperienceand

PrOperguidance"isthecauseofCharlotte'sirreparablemistake.5

BefbreCharlotte'sdeparturefbrtheboardingschool,Mr･Templecouldhave

taughtCharlottesomeworldlywisdom:fbrexample,thatonecannotjudgeotherson

SuPernCialimpressions,aSaSeemlnglyniceman/womanmayturnouttobeavi11ain.

AIso,thatcqjolementmayhidethetrueintentionofthespeaker.Tftheyounggirl

hadknownal1this,Shewouldneitherhavelistenedtoherseducer,nOrhavereadhis

a11uringloveletter,Whichinitiatesherfall･Furthermore,Shemighthavelearnedthat

gettlngOnintheworldrequlreSSOmeartandshrewdness,becausehe/shecannotlive

OnOnlygoodwi11･Thisisillustratedintheepisodewherethepregnant,pemi1ess

Charlotteisdrivenoutofherapartmentbyamercilesslandlady;hadCharlottehad

anypracticalknowledgeofmoneyandknownhowtobargalnWithothers,Shewould

nothavedied.

Boyerisnotonlynoblebutalsocold,pOSSeSSive,andnarrow-minded.These

CharacteristicsgoagalnSttheexpectedimageofaminister,Whoshouldhaveagener-

OuSheartandanunselnshattitude･Hiscoldnessisrevealedinhiscalculatingman-

nerstohisbelovedaswellasinhisshallowlove･AlthoughBoyerseemstolove

Elizadeeply,hesimultaneOuSlykeepsjudgingifElizaisapproprlatefbraclergy-

man'swift･InEliza,Boyerobserves=1evltyMand‖extravagance‖inhertastein

dresses,Whichhenndsundesirabletraitsfbrhisprospectivewif七･HedislikesEliza,s

inclinationtowardtheglamoroussocial1iftandtriestocorrectthataspect･

AfterBoyer'saccidentalwitnessofthescenewhereElizaandM毎OrSanfbrd-

hisrivalaswellastheseducer-arealoneinintimateconversation,hisrealpersonal-

)tyemergeS･EvenwithoutlistenlngtOherexplanation,Boyerhastilyconcludesthdt

Elizaisa"coquette"anddesertsher･Thetruthis,howeシer,thatElizaisseelng
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Sanfbrdtonnishherflirtatiousrelationshipwithhim.Nomatterhowverbal1yafftc-

tionatetheministeris,heisultimatelyJealousandselnsh.Histears,Whichseemto

demonstratehowdeephisafftctionfbrElizais,andhisagonyatpartlngwithher,

Canbetakenastheexplosionofhissensibility,uSua11yrepressedbythenatureofhis

OCCuPationalrole;tearSareObservedonoccasionswhenone'swishesarenotfu1-

mled･Inotherwords,Boyer'stearsshowhiswoundedprideinfailingtowhollywin

Eliza'sheart,nOthisgenuinelysympatheticftelings.

ItisnotasurprisethatBoyersoonnndsanOtherwomanwho"possesses[his】

entireconndenceandesteem''6anddecidestotakeherashiswife,thoughshortly

befbre,hehassaidofElizathat"shehasaperftctcommandofmypassions"(77)･

Boyer'sflatrqectionandhissucceedingmarnageinnictpalnOnElizasoseverely

thattheycauseadepressionwhichweakensherreason.Asaresult,thoughoriginaI-

1yintelligentandperceptlVe,ElizaendsupbeingunabletoresistSanfbrd'sseduc-

tion.

Whiletheidealcharactersinthesenovelsarenotalwaysperftct,theircounter-

partsarenottotallyevil.TheseducerinCharlot(e7t叩LeisLieutenantMontraville,

ahandsomeyoungEnglishsoldier.CharmedbyCharlotte,heexertstheartsof

Seductionoverher;heis"tender,eloquent,ardent,andyetrespectful."7Accordingly,

thecredulousEnglishgirliseasilydeceivedbyhimandistakenawaytotheunfa-

mi1iarnew continent.InAmerica,however,Montravillefallsin)ovewith the fair

daughterofawealthyfamily,JuliaFranklin.Besides,heistrappedbyhisevilfriend

Belcour,WhotriestosnatchCharlottefromMontravi11etopossessherashismis-

tress;Montravi11edoubtsthechastityofCharlotte,abandonshispregnantlover,and

marriesJulia.Afterbeinglnmisery,pOVerty,andcoldness,Charlottediesinchild-

birtb.

lnthisway,MontravilleappearStObeanentirevillain.Nevertheless,aSHemi

Petterindicates,hehasconscienceandawamheart,aSWell.8Rowsonwritesabout

Montraville'scharacter:heis"generousinhisdisposition‥.andgood-natured

almosttoafhult"(37-38).Inotherwords,heispresentedasanaiveyoungman,Who

isoncedrivenbyimpulse.Heregretsthathehasseducedandruinedtheinnocent.

HeftelsstrongguiltinbeingunitedwithJuliaandiskeenlyawarethathedoesnot

deserve her affection.His conscience and attachment order the seducer to make
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letterwithsincereapologleStOCharlotte･Montraville,satonementisbamed,agaln,

byBelcour'splot;Charlottereceivesneithermoneynortheletter.

Caringaboutthegirl,MontravillelatervisitsCharlotte,butonlyfindsthe

VaCanthouse･Onhiswayback,herunSaCrOSSherfuneralprocession.Goingupto

Mr･Temple,theyoungmanconftssesthatheistheseducerofhisdaughterandbegs

Mr･Templetotakehislift･Yet,Mr･Templesays=thyownreflexionsbethypunish-

ment"andleavesMontraville(117).Montravi1leniesbackto Belcourandtakes

revengefbrCharlotteinthenght･Fortherestofhislifb,Montravilleis"su切ectto

SeVerentSOfmelancholy"(118)･Atthispoint,pOeticjusticennal1yworks,thoughit

doesnothelptheheroine.

Rowson,thus,pOrtraySa=humanizedantagonist=whoregretsandsufftrsfbr

hiscarelessegotismthathasbroughtdisasteruponmany,1nCludinghimself･Itcan

alsobesaidthatthepresenceofBelcour,bycomparison,he)pstolessenthegravlty

OfMontraville,ssin･9AsCathyN･DavidsonpolntSOut,amOngthesentimentalnovel

Writers,afbwcouldcreate"roundedcharactersりinsteadofmerely=one-dimensional

proponentsofvice･"10Montravilleisanoteworthyvillaininthissense.

lnthesamemanner,Sanfbrdin77zeCoquetteisanotherroundedcharacter.

UnlikeMontravilIewhobecomesaseducerduetohisardentlove,Sanfbrdisnotori-

OuSfbrbeing?"rake,"whoisdescribedas"asecondLovelace."Sanfbrdhimself

acknowledgeshis=artsofseductionHanddaresnotdenyhispreviousrecordof

depravities･Heis,infact,amisogynlStaSheexplainsthemotivationofseduction:"I

fancythisyounglady[Eliza】isacoquette;andifso,Ishallavengemysex,byretal-

iatingthemischiefs,Shemeditatesagainstus"(18).Suchrealitiesare,however,Well

COnCealedbyhisinnatecharmandsocialpolish･Inshort,heisattheoppositepoleto

thesober,StiffBoyer.11NowonderEIizaregretfuIlywritestoherfriend"【w]hata

pity･‥thatthegracesandvirtuesarenotof(nerunited!"(22).Besides,Sanfbrd

knowsexactlyhowtoappealtotheseduceebyaccuratepsychologicalcalcu)ation.

Therefbre,eVenaCOquetteisdeludedbySanfbrd,simageandhisblandishments.

Theseducer,Sanfbrd,isacruelman･Thefactthathedestroysthe)ifeofa

WOmanhaTdlyglVeShimfbe)ingsofguilt‥ThismisogymStSeemStOCOmPletelydis-

respect(hewoman'sindividualityandignorethehumantyOfthehumaJlbeinghe
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Seduces･Thatiswhyhecanimpudentlywritetohisfhend:"Ihopeyouwillneverbe

embarraSSedwithawife,nOrlacksomefavoritenymphtosupplytheplaceofone=

(126)･Forhim,theactofseductionislikehunting.Theprizeis,Ofcourse,the

COquette･Inthisinte11ectualgame,hecompetesnotonlywithhisgamebutalsowith

Otherhunters(i･e･Boyer).Hisjealousyofaswellashisdesiretobeattherivaldrive

SanfbrdtoworkhardonE)iza,sestrangementfromBoyer･BeingcaJmandtactful,

Sanfbrdisinvincible･Furthermore,hissatisfactioninhisvictoryoverBoyerisdeep-

enedbydesertlngthepnze;heleavesEliza,marriesanheiress,thenreturnstohave

hersurrendercompletely･Sanfbrd,thus,Whollytakespleasureinwinnlngthegame･

Sanford'smalevolenceisunderscoredbyhisruthlesstreatmentofhiswife･

Firstofall･hisintentioninmamageismercenary･Sanfordwritestohisfriend‥

"WheneverIdosubmittobeshackled,itmustbefromanecessltyOfmendingmy

fbrtune"(23)･Inhismatrimony,heneglectshiswift,graduallygetssickofher,and

evenspitefullysaystoherthatifElizahadafbrtune,hewouldhavemarriedher.

ThebirthofhisJegitimatebabywhichisstillbornrevealshischaracter;without

mourn1ng,hemechanical1ypassesonthenewstohisfriend.

Thisscoundrel,however,doeshaveahumanheart･FacingthedeathofEliza,

Sanfordbecomesafanatic.Unlikethestereotyp)Calseducerswhoabandonthe

SeduceesandrqjoICeintheirdeath,SanfbrddeploresthelossofElizawho,itturns

OiJt,WaSthe"darlingof[his]soul,thecentreofa11【his】wishesandenjoyments"

(164)･Herdeathatlastarousestherake'sconscience;Sanfbrdisgreatlyagonizedby

theawarenessofthefataleffectsofhis seductionofEliza.Heasksin hisletter,

"Whereshal1Ⅰflyfromtheupbraidingsofmymind,Whichaccusesmeasthemur-

dererofmyEliza?"(164,emphasisadded).Sanfordregretshisguilt,SeVerely

blameshimself,andwishes fbrhisowndeath.Healsoal1udestohisbleakfuture.

HismindwithwhichheerリOySandwinsthegameironicallytortureshimattheend.

Again,pOeticJuSticeexertsitspoweronvice,butitdoesnotsavetheweakheroine.

Aswehaveseen,bothRowsonandFostersuccessfullybuildupthesecharac-

ters･Thatis,theyneitheridealizethegoodngurestoomuch,nOreXaggerateOnlythe

evilaspectsofthebadngures.TheirusageofpoeticJuSticefalIinguponthevillains

allowsreadersemotionalrelieffromadepress]ngending;andthisperhapsallows

them.toavoidatotalrqectionofthesemalecharacters.Interestlngly,themalewrit-



erswhoappearedalittlelaterthanRowsonandFosterseemtopersistinthesenti-

mentaltradition,particularlywhentheycreatefemalecharacters･AsJudithFryer

indicates,WriterssuchasNathanielHawthomeandHermanMelvi11eusuallycatego-

rizewomenintotwogroups,thoughtheycertainlyhaveexceptlOnS;Oneisthefair

b)ondwhoisaMary-1ikevirtuouswomanandtheotheristheseductivebrunette

WhoisanEve-1ikedangerouswoman･12Thefemalewriters,itseems,Chosetopre-

SentamOrerealisticviewofhumanbeingswhocannotbeperftct,Whilemalewrit-

ersstucktothevisionofmythicwomen.

Inthecontextofthefami1y,RowsonandFoster'sviewsonmencanbemeas-

uredbythecriteriaof"sensibility"and=sense･,,Sensibi)ityrespectssplntualvalues

likeloveandfami1y･Ontheotherhand,SenSeCOnSiderseconomicgalnaSthemost

importantpartoflift･BothauthorsportraythreetypeSOffamilies:Oneisru1edby

SenSibility,anOtherbysense,andanotherbysenseandsensibility･Induecourse,

theyclarifytherealmeanlngOfmarnage.

InChaTbtte7b′叩Ie,theTemplesandtheMontravi11esareappropnateinstanCeS.

SensibilitygovemstheTemples;Mr･Templewhoistheyoungestsonofanobleman

decidesto"marrywherethefeelingsofhisheartshou)ddirecthim,"becausehehas

Seenhisbrothersandsistersbecomeunhappyduetothemamagethatweighsfbrtune

andtitlesmorethanafftction(12)･Consequently,againsthisfather'swi11,Mr.Temple

ChoosesLucyEldridgeashislifbpartner,Whoisfbrtunelessbut=fairasthelily,=

dutifuI,Capableandafftctionate(13).

Mr･Temple'sfamily,thecoupleandLucy,sfather,hasanEdenicimage･

Rowsonwrites:

【Mr･Temple]soughtandfbundacottagesuitedtohistaste;thither,attendedby

LoveandHymen,thehappytrioretired;Where,duringmanyyearsofuninter-

ruptedftlicity,theycastnotawishbeyondthelittleboundariesoftheirownten-

ement･Plenty,andherhandmaid,Prudence,PreSidedattheirboard,Hospitality

StOOdattheirgate,Peacesmi1edoneachface,Contentreignedineachheart,and

LoveandHealthstrewedrosesontheirpillows(25-6).

AsHirokoSatoindicates,hisfami1y,1nOtherwords,isaplacewhere=sensibilityM-is
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respected,nOtruledby"sense,"whichreliesonasocialframeworkstruCturedfrom

theconceptsofpropertyandreputation.1)

Ontheotherhand,SenSeguidestheMontravil)es■Thefamilyispragmaticand

materialistic.Montraville's father announces to his son that his successinlife

dependsentirelyonhimself,a魚erhehasbestowedacommissioninthearmyonhim.

Thefather,then,WarnShissonofhastymamage,adding,though,thathewould

rqoicein theyouth'sunion with awoman with amplefortune.Thatis why

MontravillehesitatestomarryCharlotte,Whodoesnothavefortune,insteadhemar-

riesJulia.Atthispolnt,RowsonshowsthatamongtheMontravi)1essocialstatusand

richescomebefbresensibility.

Similarly,in77wCoquet(e,FosterglVeSaPICtureOfdifftrentkindsoffami1ies:

theRichmansandtheSanfbrds.Mrs.Richmanisacousinandverygoodfhendof

Eliza･Basedontheegalitarianconceptofmutualrespectandlove,theRichmanS'

matrimonyappearstoElizaideal.Inaddition,aStheirnamedenotes,theyarealso

rich,aSispointedoutbyKristieHamilton.)4Elizaenviesthem:"HealthandweaL

WitheveryattendantblesslngpreSideovertheirfavoreddwelling,andshedtheir

benigninnuencewithoutalloy"(14,emPhasisadded).Senseandsensibilityseemto

relgninharmonyfbrthiscouple.

TheSanfbrdsareruledbysenseonly-fbrtuneandreputation.Sanfbrdrepeat-

edlydeploresthatElizahasnofbrtune.Aftera)l,hemamiesanheiressfromtheeco-

nomicnecessltyOfpursulngindependentpleasure,aSheisnotactuallywelloffashe

Pretends･Heevenmentionsthatmoneymay"supp)ytheplaceoflove''(72).Aner

divorclnghiswift,herecallshismaritalliftas"loveless."Notlimitedtothewealth,

thereputationofhiswiftmattersagreatdealtotheseducer･Concemlngmamage

withEliza,Sanfbrdconftssestohisfhendthatitwould"hurteven[his]delicacy‥.

tohaveawiftwhom[heknows】tobe早educible,"thoughhelovesandhimself

SeducesEliza(157).-Sanfbrdisalsoadry,utilitarianman,likeMontravi11e'sfather.

Throughouttheportraitsofthethreekindsoffamilies,RowsonandFoster

SeemtOpOSitivelypresentthefami1ieswhichsatisfythecriteriaofsensibility.And

yet,theydonotdelineateabsolutehapplneSSinthesefhmi1ies;boththeTemplesand

theRichmansexperiencethedeathoftheirchildren,thesymboloftheirbliss.The

authorsthrowashadowoverthepictureofdomesticpeace･Thedescnp(10nOfthese



Seemlnglyidealfami1iesaswellasworldlyfamiliesindicatethetwoauthors,aware-

nessofthestrengthofthesocialframeworkmadebymen･Theyputthebasisof

judgementofthingson"sense･"Theydonotfbrgetthatmonetarypowergovemsa

realworldwherepeoplecannotalwayspursuetheirideals･Inotherwords,they

Showthatmamageisnotnecessari1ytheresultofaromanCe,buta)soa=b雨iness,=

Whereeconomicfactorsonthesidesofbothmenandwomenmaymattermorethan

SenSibility･151neconomicterms,Wealthymenandwomenwithfortunearemore

marketableinmamage･Furthermore,aSElizacomplains,OneCanrarely丘ndsome-

OnelikeMr･RichmanWhopossesses"virtues,""graces,"and"q#luence"atthesame

time(53,emphasisadded)･TTlerefbre,Whilekeepingtheidealpictureofthefamily

andhusbandinmind,RowsonandFosteravoiddescribingtheimageoftheperftct

family,rathertheyshowtherealitiesoflift.

Then,inthecontextofsociety,howdoRowsonandFosterjudgemenwho

holdcontrolovertheirsex?Curiouslyenough,bothauthorsshowthelessenlngOf

Patriarchalpower･Thisphenomenonseemstorenectthesocialchangeanddisturb-

ancesoftheperiod.NancyF.Cottwrites:

Bythepost-Revolutionaryyearsthemoraljustificationbehindapprentices,serv-

icetomasters,thepeople,sdeftrencetogovernors一→VenChildren,sobedience

toparentS-WaSunderminedbyneweridea)sofindividualachievement,equal

representation,andpopularrights..6

Inthetwonovels,thedescnpt10nOfweakbrotherhoodandpowerlessmenexempli-

fythecase.

NeitherofthemqormalecharactersinCharLotteTbmpLeandT7zeCoquettehas

desirablemalefriends･lntheformerwork,Montraville,sfriend,Belcouris,aS

alreadypartiallyseen,atOtalvi)1ainwhoincarnateSthe=disgracetohuman)tyand

manhood"sothathedeservestherevengeofMontraville(98).Onlyegotismru1es

Belcour;heis"dissipated,thoughtless,andcapricious"(37).Eventhough"some-

thinglikehumanlty"kindlesonceinhisheartwhenheseesCharlottewhob)ames

herselffbrherfa11,"Se情shpassion"soonstinesit(96).1tisthismanwiththeironic

nameof"beau(ifulheartMinFrenchwhoinitiatesthetragedyofCharlotteand
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Montraville･HisrepeateddeceptlOnOfandamoraldepravitiestowardothersmake

himunpardonable;hestealsCharlottefromhisfhend,butabandonsherduetoher

illness,andgoesontoseduceanewgirl.

As forthe missing brotherhoodbetween Montravilleand Belcour,Rowson

Writes:

had[Montraville]beensofortunateastopossessafriendwhowouldhave

pointedoutthecrueltyofendeavounngtogaintheheartOfaninnocentartless

girl,…thehumanltyOfhisnaturewouldhaveurgedhimtoglVeuPthepursuit:

butBelcourwasnotthisfriend;heratherencouragedthegrowlngPaSSionof

Montravil]e..‥(38)

Inotherwords,ifthereweretherightbrotherlyguidancefbrMontraville,Charlotte's

faIlandthefollowlngtragedywouldhavebeenavoided.

AIso,in77teCoque(Ee,readershardlynndanaCCOuntOfsatisfhctorybrother-

hood.Fosterdescribestwofbrmsofmalefhendship;OneisthatofSanfbrdandhis

friend,CharlesDeighton;theotheristhatofBoyerandMr･Selby･Tothereaders,

thefbrmerrelationshipislimitedandone-Sided,forinfbrmationcomesonlyfrom

Sanfbrd,sletterswhichreporthisprogressinseducingEliza,boastofhisartsof

Seduction,andrevealhisfrivolousremarksonwomen.Deighton,Whoon)yreceives

theseamoral,disgraceful)etterswithoutreproof,SeemStObeabarbarousman,

thoughheneverappearSinthebook･Withsuchamanwhohasnopowerofredeem-

1nghisrakefriend,howcouldtherebedependablebrotherhoodfbrSanfbrd?

RegardingBoyerandSelby,Similarly,theylnteraCttOeaChotheronlythrough

letters;theydonotappeartogetherinthenovel･Selbyseemstobeaworthyfhend･

HeisrespectfulandloyaltoBoyer･Forhisfriend,ssake,hekindlydeliverstheleト

tersofBoyerandhisswain,andwatchesElizawhileBoyerisaway･Infact,howev-

er,SelbyhimselffanciesEliza･ThisislucidIyseenwhenhecommentsonEliza's

Calligraphy･Hewrites,=IhaveheardsomuchinpraiseofMissWharton'spenman-

Ship･･･tha‖amalmosttemptedtobreakthesealofherlettertoyou;butIforbear"

(46).Somekindofviolationispresumablyimpliedbythis･

Despitehisqualitiesasafriend,Selby,simproperfancyabsolutelydegrades



him.Hiskindness,Whichcanbealittleofncious,aCtuallylessenshisworth,aSWell.

Thinkingofhisfriend,Selbyvoluntari1yfbl]owsElizatotheuninvitedassemblyand

laterwarnsBoyerthatsheisa"coquette."ThisimplantsadeepsusplC)Onabout

ElizainBoyer'smindandresultsinBoyer'sdecisiontofbrsakeElizawithoutglVlng

herachancetoexplainhersituationwithSanfbrd.Themeddler'sunnecessaryobser-

Vationandguesschangetheheroine'slifb･

Inadditiontotheweakbrotherhoodwhichindirectlyhelpstheheroines7falls,

Rowson and Foster show another factor which causes the destruCtion ofthe fallen

angels.Menwhoaresupposedtobetheprotectorsofwomentumouttobepower-

1ess;theyfailtosavetheheroinesattheverymomentswhentheyneedmalesupport

inbothnovels.

InCharLotte7tmple,thethreemaleguardiansareunabletohelpCharlotte･

First,Mr.Eldridge,thegrandfatherofChar)otte,is mere)ypassiveand weak･

Althoughhedotesonhisgranddaughter,heonlydeploresandweepsatthenewsof

Charlotte'selopernent.HedoesnottakeanyactionsuchassearchingfbrCharlotte･

lnstead,hejustinforms Mr.Templeofthemishap,and says"Bearitlike a

Christian"(52).WhileCharlotteisaway,thegrandfatherseemsnottodo.anything

butsorrowfbrthelossofthedarIinggirl.

Comparedtohisfather-in-law,Mr･Temp)eismoreefficientandpractical･

Nevertheless,heisnotinfluentialintermsofsavlngCharlotte;hecannot丘ndout

WhereCharlotteis.EvenwhenhesetsouttoAmericatosearchfbrhisdaughterafter

receivlngherletter,hearrivestoolate;ifhehadcomeearlier,hewouldhavesaved

Charlotte,WhodespalrSOfherparents'pardonand･becomespennilessaswellas

Seriouslyill.Atleast,thefatherisintimetoseehisdyingdaughter,butwhathecan

doisonlytoattendherdeath.

Finally,Montravilleillustratestheincompetenceofmen･DeceivedbyBelcour,

MontravilleleavesCharlottewhoispregnantandrequlreShiscare.Heisawaywhen

Shedennitelyneedshiseconomic support,facingdestitutionandthecollectionof

rent.EventhoughhelentruStedCharlottetbBelcour,hislackofinsightintohuman

natureendsupdrivinghertoadverslty.

LikewiseinT7zeCoque(te,themalecharacters'failtosaveEliia･Firstofall,in

thisnovel,aSEliza'sfhtherhasalreadydied,there･isnoparentalauthorityandguard.
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AIso,BoyerrqectsElizaasacoquette,ratherthantrylngtOredeemherwithhis

honorablecharacter･AsKeikoBeppusuggests,thisseemstoironical1yreflectthe

rigidityofthePuritanismBoyerbelievesin･L7AfterglVlngElizaasevereadmonition,

herefusestocommithimselftoher,and石ndsamorechasteandvirtuouswomanas

hispartner.

InthecaseofSanfbrd,1ikeMontravi11e,hecannotofftrElizaeconomicsup-

POrtataCruCialtime,thoughitisthepossibleandacceptableassistancefromthelib-

ertine･ThishappensbecauseonthedayonwhichSanfbrdmeanstovisitEliza,mOSt

Ofhispropertyisseizedduetohisimmensedebt;inordertosecuretherest,heis

Ob)igedtobecomea"prlSOner''inhisownhouse.AfterEliza,sdeath,therefore,

Sanfbrddep)oresthathedidnothavethepower=topreserveElizafromdeathM

(165).

ItispartoftheassumptlOnOfthesenovelsthattherehasbeenacodebywhich

OnlyfallenwomenareFenSured;meneSCaPeblame;buttheriseofsensibilityhas

Changedallthis,anditisclearthatmenarealsopartlyheldresponsiblefbrwomen,s

fall･ThelessenlngOfpatriarchalpowerdirectlyandindirectlyafftctswomen,slives.

Inaddition,1iketheweakpatriarchy,thereexistsnosolidmatriarchy･Theobvious

CaSeSarethealmost-invisiblepresenceofCharlotte,smotheraJldthepassive,timid

motherofEliza･Bothmothersareineffbctualinprotectlngandsavlngtheirdaugh-

ters･Womenareseenasresponsiblefbrtheirownlivesandtheycannolongercount

OnSuPpOSedguardianswhoareunreliable.

Interestlngly,ltSeemSthatthetwonovelsrenectbothauthors'actuallivesin

thisrespect･SusannaHaswellRowson(1762-1824)wasbominEngland,butafter

1766,ShewasraisedinAmerica･AftertheRevolutionaryWar,becauseherfhther

WaSaLoyalist,theHaswe11swereobligedtoreturninpovertytoEngland･There,

SusannaHaswellwasagovernessuntil1786,Whenshemarriedahardwaremer-

Chant,aCtOr,andmusician,Wi)1iamRowson･nrOughoutherlifb,Rowsonseemsto

havetakentheplaceof=breadwinnerいinherfami1ies･Thatis,befbrehermamage,

RowsonworkedasagovemessfbrtheDuchessofDevonshire,Whoinsightfu)1y

encouragedhertowrite;throughherwriting,Shecou)dtakeadvantageofgetting

acquaintedwiththethencelebritiesandsuccessfu11yobtainedapenSionfbrher

fhther･Asthewiftofa"charmlngbutinefftctualperson,=LSwhosoonfailedinbusi-



ness,Rowsonhadtobeaneconomicprovider･Eventhoughshewaschildless,She

managedalargehouseholdandsupportedherhusband'syoungersister,hisillegltl-

mateson,herownniece,andanadopteddaughter.

WhatenabledRowsontobetheeconomicpropofherfami)ieswasthefactthat

She was well-educated.She was called a"Little Scholar,''and was educatedin

music,rhetoric,andtheclassicsfromheryouth･Besides,aSeCOnOmicnecesslty

urgedRowsontowrite,Shebecameanovelist,playwright,POet,SOngWriter,editor,

andessaylSt･Writingwasthusoneoftheacceptable,importantsourcesofincome

fbrwomeninthosedays･Amongherworks,itwasCharLotteTb〝甲Lethatbrought

her fame and success.Yet Rowson wasalso an actress and her theatricalcareer

broughtherbacktoAmericain1792.nIere,inBoston,Sherana"YoungLadies'

Academy"thatwasdistinguishedas"oneoftheRnestavai1able"一9schooIs.Rowson

WaSthus afbrerunnerOfthemodem"careerwoman,"andhervaried attainments

Shownotonlyhertalentbuthertactandinsight.Herindolenthusband,itseems,WaS

COntentedwithhis"hard-WOrking"wiftandeqoyedwhatsheobtained,ratherthan

becomlngJealousofherachievements.

Althoughnotmuchisknownofherlife,COmparedwithRowson,Hannah

WebsterFoster(1758-1840)1edamorestable,quietlifb.Borninthefami)yofa

Well-knownmerchantinSalisbury,Massachusetts,andadescendentofoneofthe

OldestfamiliesinNewEngland,20Fosterreceivedanexce11enteducationfora

WOmaninherday･Herdidacticnovel,T7zeBoardingSchool:Or,Lessonsqfa

PrecqltreSStOHerPlq,iLs(1798)showsthatshewasenro11edinanacademy,andat

least,Shewas
veryfami1iarwiththeeducationalsystemofhertime･tn1785,

HannahWebstermarriedtheReverendJohnFoster,paStOrOftheFirstChurchin

Brighton,Massachusetts,Whereshespentherliftuntilherhusband'sdeath.The

COuPlehadsixchildren･Throughoutherlift,Fosterpublishedonlytwonovels(i.e.

TheCoquetteandTheBoardingSchoo[),butshecontinuedwriting.Befbremarriage,

ShecontributedpoliticalarticlestolocalnewspaperSinBoston;afterthebirthofher

】astchild,SheresumedwntlngShortnewspaperarticles･

Asseen,thetwoauthors'livesaredifftrent.Themqiorfactthatdifftrentiates

thetwoisthatRowsonwrotefbralivlng,WhileFoster,swntlngSWerenOtPrOduced

bytheeconomicpressu【e.Nevertheless,itcanbesaidthateachauthorhadherown
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difnculties･Havinga"weak"fatherandhusband,Rowson'shardshipinliftisnot

hardtoimaglne.ThisvisionofunreliablemenisclearfromCharLotte7bmpLe.AIso,

itseemsthatFoster'slifeasaminister'swifewasnoteasy,either.Thiscanbe

Observed,forexample,inherreferencetothelifeofaminister'swifeasoneof

"restraint,【and】‥･COn丘nement"inneCoque(te(36).

Furthermore,aSintelligentwomenintheirday,itseemsthatRowsonand

Fostercouldwe11graspthedisadvantageoussituationandpositioninthelightoflaw

andthesocialsystemthatwomenwereplacedin.lnFoster'scase,herwntlngOf

newspaperarticlesandhernctionalcharacter,Eliza'stalkonpoliticsmirrorherown

POliticalconsciousness.Thesewriterswouldnodoubthavebeenkeenlyawarethata

WOman'scourseofliftwasverymuchlimited,nOmatterhowintelligentandtalent-

edshewas;aSahistorianpolntSthisout,therewasnoappealingaltemativetodecent

mamage,eVenaStheindustriousSusannaRowsonhadtomakeherlivlngaSaW舵.2)

Itisnaturalthatthesetwowriterswhoseemtodeplorethepowerlessconditionof

WOmentumedtheirenergleStOtheeducationofyoungwomen,aSdemonstratedin

Rowson'sopenlngOf"Academy."Theirwrltlng,however,Canbeconsideredasa

moreefftctualdevice.

Forthepurposeofenlighteningyoungwomen,theyfbllowedtheconventional

meanstodelivertheirmessage.Thatis,theyfoundedtheir"moral"storiesonfactat

atime･WhenPuritan authority regardednove)readingas"dangerous."Puritans

thoughtthatnovelswouldmisleadyoungreaders,eSPeCiallywomen,byglVlngthem

falseideasaboutreal1ifb,andwouldstirtheirpassionandimaglnation･22Accordingly,

theauthorsgavetheirworksplausiblesubtitles.Tnfact,CharLo(teTbmple'sorlglnal

titlewasCharLot(e:ATbLeげ7}uth･T7zeCoquette'ssubtit】ew今S,aSmentioned,777e

flis(OTyげELiza椚zar(On.BothCharlotteTempleandElizaWhartonhadtheirown

actualmodels.ThisconventioninearlynovelwrltlnglrOnicallycon雨butedtothe

COmmerCialsuccessofthetwobooks.Andyet,thattheywere"talesoftruth"made

the汽ctionsconvinc]ngandpersuasivefbrreaders.lnsuchasubmissive,aCCePtable

fbrTn,RowsonandFostercou)dincludesubversiveelements.

Thus,inthegulSeOf"sentimentalnovels,"RowsonandFosterportrayreali(ies

Ofpost-RevolutionaryAmericansociety.Theydonotcategorizemenassimplygo(?d

Orbad;theyshattertheillusionsofa"pnncecharmlng"andofperftctmamage;they



donotfbrgettoshowthestrengthofthepatharchalsocialframework,Whilethey

disc)osethedeclineofpatriarchalinfluence･Byshowlngtheserealities,thetwo

authorssetmtoteachりtheartoflivlng=toreaders,Particularlyyoungwomen･That

iswhyRowson,forexample,WritesthatshedesignsCharLot(e7tmplefor=the

PeruSa】oftheyoungandthoughtlessofthefairsex"(5)andsherepeatedlyaddresses

"mydeargirls"(29)tRowsonandFosterconstantlygiveyoungwomenthemessage

tolivewiselybynotdreamlngOfarosylifbbutbybecomlngSelf-reliant･

Astheydaretoselectthegenreof"seductionnovels,"RowsonandFostera)so

Warntheirreadersofseducers;Fosterelucidates(hefalsenessofthesaylngthatいa

rdbrmed用kemakesthebesthusband"(53).Arakeisafteral1arake.Inher"realis-

tic"novel,Fosterdoesnotportraythesupposedlyidealsuitorasattractiveinterms

Ofthenatureofhisoccupationandhispersonalitycomparedwiththeseducer.

Rowsonsimilarlyacknowledgestheindividual,maSCulinecharmofthevillain.In

Otherwords,throughtheirlifelikenctionalmalecharacters,theauthorsshowthe

realitythat,Whenconsideredashusbands,menOfmoralsmaynotalwaysbeas

appealingasseducersinsomedegree.Stilいhetwoseemtoassertthatwomenmust

notbedeludedbytheseducers,outwardcharm,butchoosetheirpartnersfromthose

Whohavenevermorallydegenerated･

Furthermore,thetwoauthorscondemnthesocialconnivanceindoublesexual

Standards･Theyharshlycriticizetheactofseduction,theambiguous,eaSi)yover-

lookedvio)enceonwomeninamale-dominantsociety･Aman,swhimcanliterally

destroyaninnocentwoman,slife･LeslieA･Fiedlersharplyindicatesthispolnt:

Seductionisatbestaslipperyconcept,applyingasitdoestoanacthalfway

betweenlegltlmatePerSuaSionandrape,tOWhichmoralindignationcanrespond

butwhichthelawcannotdefine･Implicitinitisabeliefintheweaknessof

WOmeninthehandsofmen….23

RowsonandFosterprq)eCttheirangertowardseducersintheuseofpoeticJuSticeat

theendofbothnovels･Sympathizingwiththeirdisadvantageoussituation,however,

theyfbrglVetheheroinesatbothends;CharlotteandElizaarenotseverelyblamed

fbranysupposedmora】depravities･Yet,aSdoublesexualstandardsdoexistandare
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noteasilyexterminated,agaIn,theauthorscanOnlyurgeyoungmaidenstoprotect

themselves;theymustnotbefboledbythefakeheroes,butmakeawisedecisionin

nndingrightpartnersintherestrictedcourseofawoman'slift.Asfbrthispoint,

EveKornfeldwrites:for"allofthesentirnentalfaint]ngandweeplnginCharlotte,

thefundamental1essoninthismoral･ta)eistheabsoluteresponsibilityofwomenfbr

theirownactions."24

Aswehaveseen,despitesomecritic'soplnion,25RowsonandFosterdonot

necessari1ypraise(hecultofwomanhood.Thatis,thesecretofthenrstbest-Se11ing

novels'populantycannotbeattributedtothefactthattheauthorsre-enfbrcethe

SOCialnormd,hichrequlreSWOmen'svirtueandchastlty,though,aSaCritic

SuggeStS,26theydoseemtodoso;ratheritcanbeascribedtothefactthattheauthors

Offtrthe"youngandunprotected"femaIereaderswhoareatthe``firstentranceinto

lifb"27asortofsisterhoodthroughtheirwrltlng.Hence,their丘ctionscometoplay

therolenotonlyofdidacticnctions,butofmoreuser-friend)y"seIf-help"books.
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