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ThepursuitofanewlifeisBernardMalamud,sfavoritetheme,butitcertainly

isnotanewone.ForalltheimmlgrantSWhocametoAmerica,immlgTationwas

theonlywayleadingtoanewlife,nOmatterWheretheycamefromandwhythey

hadtoleavetheirnativecountry･EspeciallyfortheJewsfromEurope,Wherethey

wererestrictedtoliveinghettoesandshtetls･Yetthecltythatfirstgreetedthemin

America,NewYork,didnotreceivetheminamostfriendlymanner･Oftenthe

sectionofthecltyWherethemaJOrltyOfJewishimmlgrantSinhabitedresembled

theirnativeshtetlinpovertyandcrowdedness･OfthenewnessoflifeinNewYork

JamesYaffedescribes:

TherealdifferencebetweentheshtetlandtheLowerEastSidewaspsycho-

logical,nOtPhysical･Theshtetl,afterall,hadapositivesystemofvalues,a

10ngCulturalandreligioustradition･Mostofthepeoplewholivedinit

weren,twi11ingtoleave;theypreferredthehorrorsofpovertyandpogrom,

evenofconscrlPtlOnintotheczar,sarmy,tOtheriskofgivinguptheirculture･

Thosewholeft,therefbre,Werebyandlargethosewhowerewillingtotake

thatrisk.1

However,eVen=thosewhowerewillingtotakethatrisk=of=givlnguPtheircul-

ture"didnotlose=theurgetoholdontooldtraditions･=2Ethnicityandreligion

remainedtobeinnateinfluenceandtheirvaluesometimesopposedthepracticality

oftheNewWorld.YaffepolntSOutthistendencyandcallsittheHsplitpersonality



whichrunsthroughallofthe^mericanJewishhistory･=3

TolookatthematterfromalargerpolntOfview‥thesamekindofcontradic(ion

hasexistedamonglmmlgrantSOfdifferentnationalitiesandculturalbackgrounds･

AndtolookatitfromauniversalpolntOfview:eaChoneofushasexperienced,

moreorless,thesamekindofstrugglebetweenone,sinnatevaluesandthoseone

needstopayrespecttoinordertogetonwiththeworldhelivesin･IftheJewish

caseisunlque,itisbecauseoftheirhabitofabidingbytheLaw･Insaylngthis･

LawmayrefertoreliglOuSregulationstosome,One,sownmoralrulestoothers･

Malamud,sinterestiswiththeinnerruleofanindividual,thestrongbindsofhis

innerlaw,thecrisessuchaspoverty,bankruptcy,OrOppreSSionthatheencounters

inhispursuitofnewlife･

ⅠI

WillHerbergglVeSanaCCOuntOfthemechanismofacculturationoftheimmi-

grantsinAmericainProtestanE,CaEholic･ノew･ImmlgrantS,eStrangedfromhisna-

tivevillage,lacksthesocialidentitythatisusua11yprovidedbythelocalcommu-

nlty･Inotherwords7unlesssomehowlocatedinsociety,first-generationimmi-

grantremainsrootlessintheNewWorld･Moreover･SuChasocial1yfbrlornperson

findsitdifficulttoglVehisownlifeadefinition･HerbergpolntSOutthattheques-

tion…WhatamI?=correspondsto=Whatishe?";theformerquestiongoesunan-

swerediftheanswertothelatterislost･=Anglo-Saxbn,,,=white-COllar","middle

class,,and=houseinthesuburbsMarethefourkeywordstoassimilationtothe

Americanmodel.4Yet,aSHerbergmakesitapolnt,immlgrantSWerenOteXpeCted

tochangetheirreligion･Protestant,Catholic,andJewservedassocial,ratherthan

religiousdenominationsthatsubstitutedthesocialidentitytheyhaveleftintheir

nativevi11ageinEurope･

OfthefourkeywordstosuccessinAmerica,りwhite-COlla1日,=middleclass"and

…houseinthesuburbs"aresocialandeconomicgoals,andtheyaresupposedtobe

attainableifoneiswi11ing,diligent,intelligentandluckyenough･Thisupward

mobilityofAmericansocietyhasfittedinwiththeJewishmentality･Herbergcites

W･LyoldWarner･sstatementthatthe…traditionallyhighevaluationofeducation

oftheJewishimmlgTantSaCCOrdswiththepracticalemphasisofeducationintheir

newculture."Herbergcontinues:
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Inotherwords,bybeingJewishtheywere,inaverycuriousway,becomlng

moretypICallyAmerican･Basica11ythiswastrueofmostimmlgrantS,butpar-

ticularlyoftheJews,Whobeforelongweretorevealthemselvesas,inacer-

tain-sense,Paradoxicallythemost=AmericanMofalltheethnicgroupsthat

wentintothemakingofmodernAmerica･5

ThefirstgenerationwaseagertoglVetheirchildrenthebestpossibleeducation,if

thechildwaswillingenoughtobeaprofessional･Ifnot,theparentSWaiteduntil

thechildwasoldorwell-trainedenoughtosucceedtheirbusiness,JuStlikethe

liquordealerJuliusKarPandhissonLouisinTheAssistan(･

However,therewerethosewhowereleftoutoftheupwardmovlngtrend,and

suchwasMorrisBober.ThenrstchapterofTheAssistanEintroducesustoadayln

thedrab,drearylifeintheBoberstore;fromMorris,searlymornlngrOutinehan-

dlingofthePolishwomanwhocomesinforaroll,throughtheadventofhisfuture

assistantFrankAIpineasoneofthe=holdupniks･"ItglVeSaCOmPletepICtureOf

theBobers,,eSPeCiallyMorris'sdailyandinnerlift･Thoughhisbusinessshould

bewaltlngOnCuStOmerS,allhedoesiswaltlngforthem･Hislifeisfi11edwith

contradictions,WhichheincurredwhenhissweethopesinhisnewlifeintheNew

Worldprovedtohaveturnedsour･HehadlefthisnativeRussiatofleefromanti-

semitism,yetthesupposed-tO-be-freeworldwasfarfromsatisfying･Hisstorenow

…lookedlikealongdarktunnel,,which=entombed"him･6America,thepromised

landofthefree,hadlongagoclosedallopportunitiesagalnSthim･Hislifehas

gottentobesodrabthatsleepishisonlyexcitement･

AstorehasspecialmeanlngSinMalamud,sstories･First,Sincehisfatherowned

agrocerystoreinBrooklyn,1ifeinastorewassomethinghewaswellacquainted

with.Second,fbrtheJewishimmlgrantSWhocametoAmericatobefreedfromthe

fearofpogroms,aStOreWaStheplacewheretheycouldreign-theplacewhere

onecouldbeone,sownboss.StoriesthatprecededTheAssistanthelpusunder-

Standthesignificanceofthestore･

"Armistice"(1940)featuresa"Morris"thestorekeeper･Thestorybeginswith

MorrisLieberman,snightmarishmemoryofpogromhehadexperiencedinhis

nativeRussia･TheanguishrecurstohimsincetheNazishadcometopower･Day

afterday,helistensintentlytotheradiohopingthewarinEuropewillfinallybe



thesalvationoftheJews;however,thewarsituationisinfavoroftheGermansand

Morrissufferssomuchthatthesalesmenwhodelivergoodstohisstorearesur-

prisedtoseehisanguish･Oneofsuchmen,GusWagnerwhodeliversmeatand

provisions,OPenlyridiculesMorris,sagony･AstheGermansgainfurtherground

inFrance,GusmakesfunofMorrisstillmore,andhebecomesanotherhauntlng

versionofpogromforthesufferingstorekeeper･Oneday･thetensionbetweenthem

becomessotensethatinsinuationturnsintoaquarrel･Intheend,Morriscriesout

t｡Gus:"YouNazi!Youdon,tdeservetoliveinAmerica!"7Thestoryillustrates

the``refugeetoAmerica=aspectofMorris･Hehasfledfromanti-Semitism,Settled

inBrooklyn,believedinAmerica,hadfaithindemocracy･What,then,isdemoc-

racy?LivinglnademocraticsocietylStOhavethechancetomakechoice･tObe

abletochooseanewandbetterlife.MorrisLiebermanfightshisownsmallfight

fordemocracyinhisfortressofagrocerystore,WhileabiggercombatisgolngOn

inEurope.

MorrisBoberisalsoarefugee-immlgrantfromRussia･Indeed,Americawas

supposedtobehisEdenicgarden;however,itturnedoutthatthepromisedland

wasnotanidyllicshelterbutapnson-1ikegrocerystore･Therefbre,りasaman,in

America,herarelysawthesky"(9).AsIskaAlteraptlypointsout,thenativeland

hehasriskedhislifetoescapefrombecomestheEdenasheremembershisboy-

hood.8AlthoughMorrisBoberdoesnotseemtohavesomuchconcerninwhatis

golngOninEuropeasMorrisLiebermandoes,hestillmakeshispoliticalorethni-

calstandclearbymakingltaru1etopaytheGermanmeatprovisionsmanincash:

"fr｡maGermanhewantednofavours"(9).Insum,"Armistice"isaprototypeof

TheAssistantinitshandlingoftheprotagonist,svictimizedself-COnSCiousnessas

amemberofapersecutedrace･

EconomiclnJuStice,anOtheraspectofthedemocraticNewWorldthatvictimizes

thesmallJewishstorekeeper,isexploredin"TheGroceryStore"(1943)andlater

in=TheCostofLiving･"Thegrocerystorein=TheGroceryStore,,isownedby

SamandIdaKaplan･Sam,thoroughlyexhaustedafter=nineteenimpoverished

yearS:,dayafterdaystandseighteenhoursadayonhisfeet･9Heisreducedtothe

polntOfnervousinertiaandmiseryeatshisheartandbody･Heissickandtiredof

businessandhiswifeIda,sceaselessnagglng･Onedayheturnsonthegasradiator

withoutmakingthelight,thusriskinghislifeandgivingotherstheideathatitwas

afailedattemptofsuicide,thoughSamrepeatedlyinsistsitwasanaccident･(The
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SameaCCiden(isreproducedinTheAssistan(.)Thestoryendswiththereturnof

Ida'stenderfeelingtowardSam,1eavlngthereaderswithafainthopeforthefu-

ture･1ThiscoupleislatertransfomledintoSamand SuraTomashevskyin"The

CostofLiving."Bo(hcouplesandtheirstoresaremenacedbyanewerandbigger

SuPermarket･Supermarkets,neWandlargeinsize,rePreSentanaSPeCtOfextreme

Americanism:thebiggerandstrongerthebetter,alsothenewerthebetter.Itisa

Widelyaccepted nationalcredoandastrategycrucialforsuccessincapitalistic

economicsystem･Thebigandnewaswellastherichsoarhighabovethedestitute

immlgrantSWhohadnothingtostartoutwith.Forthosewhoneverevencamenear

thechancetoadvancefromtheinitialstage,thebigandnewsupermarketwasa

gro(eSquelymercilessglantthatthreatenedtotakeawaywhatlittle(heyhad･

Thebigandnewbusinesshauntsnotonlyone'seconomicwelトbeingbutalso

One'smoralintegrlty.Howenduringpovertycanmakeamandosomethinghis

moralitywillnotpermitundersoundjudgementbestappearsinthefollowlngePト

SOdeinTheAssistant･ThescenecomesimmediatelyafterMorris,sfruitlessdayof

jobhuntinghascometotheendwithasigh,"America''(186)･Thatnightastranger

Whoca11s.himselfa=macher‖visitsthestoreandproposestosettheplaceonfire

SOthatheandMorrismaydefraudtheinsurancemoney･IninducingMorris,the

StrangerCannilydwellsuponthejusticeofdrawlngmOneyOutOf(heinsurance

COmpany:

"Wearepoorpeople,"themachersaid,aPOlogetically･"Godlovesthepoor

peoplebuthehelpstherich･Theinsurinkscompaniesarerich･Theytakeaway

yourmoneyandwhattheyglVeyOu?Nothing･Don,tfeelsorryfbrtheinsur-

inkscompanies."(188)

AlthoughMorrisrefusestoteamupwith(hisstTangerhecannotrefusethetempta-

tioni(Self,anditdoesn,ttakemorethantenminutesuntilhestartssearChingfbra

PleCeOfnega(ivefilm,Strikesamatchandsetsthenegativeonfire,Onlytoburn

thebottomofhisapron･TheepisodeistyplCallyMalamudian:thestrangerseems

tobemoreofani11usionthanarealperson,anillusiononlyacorneredvictimof

circumstancesees.EvenamanlikeMorrisBober,"thesoulofhonesty"(19),Who

haspridedhimselfonhismoralstrength(henevercheatshiscustomers)givesway

tothistemptationincarnated･



Foramanleftou(Oftheupwardmovlngtide,ademocraticcapitalisticsocietylS

noparadisealthough(heremaybenopogroms･However,thebetrayaloftheNew

Worldisnot(hesolefactorthatconditionsMorris'smentality.Anotherfactorthat

COnfineshimtohislifeishisobsessionofthepast-hisobsessionoftheJewish

past.Asmentionedbefore,althoughtimesarebadeverywhere,hepaystheGer-

manmeatprovisionsmanincashbecause"fromaGermanhewantednofavours"

(9).Thenewgrocerystorearoundthecomerwhichthreatensthesurvivalofthe

BoberstoreisalsoownedbyaGerman.Morris'sattitudereflectsMalamud'sown:

themassacreoftheJewsinEurope,SaidMalamudinaninterview,COmpelledhim

toquestionhisexistenceasaJew,hisplaceintheJewishheritage･10

Thesamepasトhauntedmoodprevailsinthefamilyanditisdescribedinthein-

troductorychapterofthenovel･Morris,Whohasnothingtodobuttowaitforthe

nextcustomer,readsyesterday,snewspaper･Heconfrontsthedestitutenessofthe

StOreandbitterlyadmits(hathehas"slaved"his"wholelifefornothing"(26)･His

WifeIda,thoughdissatisfiedtosharehisfate,isfeelingunsureaboutthecrucial

decisionshemadeinthepast:Shefeelsguiltyabouthavingtalkedhimintogrocery

businesswhenhewasinthefirstyearOfevenlnghighschool,"prePanng,hehad

Said,forpharmacy"(11).TheirdaughterHelenalsolooksbackonthelossofher

virginitywi【hcompunctionandfightsitwitha"senseofwaste''(17)･TheDepres-

SionglVeSthemnochancetothinkordreamofthefuture･Suchaviewoflife,that

is,tOlookatthepresentintermsofthepast,isapeculiarlyJewishattitudetoward

time･AccordingtoIrvingMalin,sJewsandAmerEcans,theJewishGodworks

throughhistoryratherthanthroughnatureandtheguidingprlnCiplefortheJewish

peOpleisrecollection･1l
･

MalingoesontopolntOutthatsuchtendencytolookbackmayresultinaliena-

tionfromthepresent･ThisalsoappliestotheBoberswhoconfinethemselvesto

thestore･SincetheyeatbehindthestoreaLldsleepupstairs,thestoreistheirhome

itselfratherthanamereplaceofbusiness･Throughrepetitioususeofwordssuch

as=grave","【Omb=,=longdaTktunnel",=pnson,,and=trapped",Malamudfirmly

establishestheimageofthestoreandtheBobers,livesasbeingconfined,impns-

oned･Thesenseofimpnsonmentbecomesevenstrongerbythekeenaudioand

olfactorysensitivltytheinhabitantsexhibit･WhenMorrissmokes,Idasensesit

upstairsandstampsherfeet;MorrisisawareofthegolngSOninthestoreeven

whenheisrestlngupStairs;1aterinthe･StOryWhenHelenandFrankfal1inlove,
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theycantellhowtheotherisdoingbylistenlngtOeaChother,sfootsteps･The

capitalistAmericathatvictimizesthesmallandtheJewishsenseofthepastdoubly

alienatetheBobersfromtheworld.

Helen,srecollectionofherchildhoodelucidatesanothercrucialfactorthatbinds

Morristothestore,herbrotherEphraim,sJuVeniledeath‥=Whensheandher

brotherwerekids,atleastonJewishholidaysMorriswouldclosethestoreand

ventureforthtoSecondAvenuetoseeaYiddishplay,OrtakethefamilyvISltlng

butafterEphraimdiedherarelywentbeyondthecorner,,(22)･Inthetraditionally

paternalJewishfamily,Oftenasonisthefutureprospectofthefamilyitself･12The

deceaseofhissonmadeMorris,salienationfromthefutureacompleteone,aS

wellasfromthepresent･Past-riddenandfuMe-haunted,hesufferstheworstluck

buthasnootherwayofenduringthantowait･WaitinglSaSSOCiatedwithsuffering

andenduringratherthanwithhopesforthefuture･

However,Morrisisnotamerepassivevictimofcircurnstance･Rather,heisen-

dowedwithwhattheauthorconsidersthehighestvirtue･Askedbyaninterviewer

abouthisideaofselnessness,MalamudmadethefollowlngCOmment:

11ikewhatmightbecalledasenseofgrowth,aSenSeOf･ifyouwi11･eSCape

from(helowestlevelsofselfishnessintoakindofgenerosltyOfspiritthat

makesoneawareoftheneedsandtheinterestsofotherhumanbeings,and

perhapsevenincitesonetobeofhelptootherhumanbeings･Now,lrealize

thatisnoteasilycomebyanditmayevensoundalittlebitover-idealistic,but

obviouslytherearepeoplewhoareabletokeeptheirowninterestsindecent

proportionandwhodonotintrudewithselfishness･Orintrudesomuch,I

shouldsay,withtheirowninterest･13

Thisstatementexplainstheauthor,sinterestinSt･Francis,aSWellastheGoodSa-

maritan-1ikecharacterofMorrisBober.Sacrificingsleep,heopensthestoreearly

tomeettheneedofthePolishwoman;eXtendscreditstothosewhoareWOrSeOff;

glVeSabumlikeFrankAIpinefoodandaplacetosleepin･ThisistheLawheex-

plainstoFrank:…Thismeanstodowhatisright,tObehonest･tObegood･This

meanstootherpeople.Ourlifeishardenough･Whyshouldwehurtsomebody

else?Foreverybodyshouldbethebest･nOtOnlyforyouorme"(113)･Thisisa

moralitybornoutofthepeculiarhistoryoftheJewishpeople,Whohavefoundlife



"hardenough"inDiaspora,aSWellasofthemanwhohass(ruggledforameagre

existenceforhimselfand his family.SincetheLaw hasonglnated fromofthe

Painfulexperience,itispracticedthroughsuffering･ItiswithintheJewishheri-

tagetoseekarebirthintoanewlife,andMorrisextendstheinvitationtoabetter

lifetothegentiles,tOO･14Morris,sstatements=Isufferforyou=and=yousufferfor

me"(113)arenotsobafflingifwethinkofhowthetwomenassisteachotherin

practiclngtheLaw:theydohelpeachotherstayalive.

Afteryearsoftoil,Morristheshlimozelfinallygetsthechancetobeginanew

andbetterlifewhenhisneighborKarp'smisfortuneturnsintogoodluckfbrhim･

Inthefinalmoment,however,1uckfailshimbecauseofhisimpatience15:

"IthinkIwillshovelthesnow,"hetoldIdaatlunch-time.

"Gobettertosleep."

"It ain'tnice forthecustomers."

=Whatcustomers-Whon-eedsthem?=

"Peoplecan'twalkinsuchhighsnow:'heargued.

"Wait,tOmOrrOWitwi11bemelted."(195)

Idaisprobablyrightinadvisinghimtowaituntilthenextday,Sincethisisthelast

SundayofMarch and thesnow willsurely notstaylong.Yet Morris,Who has

Waitedallhislifeforcustomers,Whohasenduredmanybadspells,CannOtreSist

theurgetogooutdoors,CatChespneumonia,anddies･It'sthesnow,thechildhood

memoriesthatthe snow revivedin his mind:"HeenJOyed shovelling snow.It

remindedhimthathehadpracticallylivedinitinhisboyhood"(44)"Hethought

Ofhimself,aboyrunningini("(195).Ironically,thepasthindershimfromenter-

1nganeWPhaseoflife.InthestruggleofMorris,thus,tWOCOntradic(OryJewish

traitsaredepicted:gOlngbacktothepast,tOtheethnicalheritageandatthesame

timeseekinganewlife･16

ⅠⅠⅠ

Earlierfic(ionsofBernardMalamudfrequentlyfeatureayoungmanpursulnga

Career.SeymourLevin(ANewL昨),ArthurFidelman(PLcturesqfFLdeLman),So-

bel("TheFirstSeven Years"),LeoFinkle("The Magic Barrel''),andofcourse



β古 ⅠIZUEA:nLeP8r8doxofBeing:AStudyofBemardMalamudts77Le^ssLsLqnL

FrankAlpinearea11intheirapprenticeships.Malamudadmittedhisspecialinter-

estinthistypeinanotefortheNorweglantranSlationofTheAssisEanE:一

TheapprenticecharaCterinterestedme,aShehasinmuchofmyfiction,the

manwho,aSmuChashecaninthemodernworld,isintheprocessofchanglng

hisfate,hislife･Thissortofperson,nOtata11complicated,aPPearSfbrthe

firsttimeinmywrltlngtheshortstory,"TheFirstSevenYears"...,andI

thoughtIwouldliketodevelopthepossibilitiesofhistype….17

Itshouldbenoticedthattheapprenticeis,aCCOrdingtoMalamud,intheprocessof

"changlng"hislife,nOt"beginnlng."Therefore,theapprenticecharacterdrama-

tizesone'seffortstoovercomehispastasmuchashisstruggleforthefuture.

WhenFranksettlesdowninMorris'sstoreandtakesoverthejobasthestore-

keeper,OneOfthesalesmenwhocomesaroundgiveshimapleCeOfadvice:"This

kindofastoreisadeathtomb,POSitive,""Runoutwhileyoucan"(57).Afterthe

Salesmanhasleft,Frankthinks"thoughtsabouthispast,andwantlnganeWlife"

(57).HismovefromCaliforniatoNewYorkmusthavebeenmadewithmuchhope

anddetermination,butthefirsts(ephetookinthenewlifeinNewYorkendedup

inapettyhold-uP,Whichlefthimnothingbutguiltyfeeling∴Hehelpsrevivethe

StOrehehasheldup,islikedbythecustomers,dealswiththemcleverlyandworks

hard.Fihally,eVenIdahastoadmitthatheisbringlnglnmOremOneyandshe

glVeShimaraise.Yetheisnotsatisfied,hecannotgetridofthehabitofpilfering

quartersfromthereglSter･IfFrankcarriedhimselfwithhonesty,andifhewasable

toforgettheextradollars,hewouldhavelivedinpeace･However,=hefeltacuri-

OuSPleasureinhismisery,aShehadattimesinthepastwhenhewasdoingsome-

thingheoughtn'tto,SOhekeptondroppingquartersintohispantspocket"(64):he

Chooses,Withoutmuchstruggle,tOkeepondoingwhatheknowstobewrongand

feelspleasureindoingso.Moreover,thepleasdreisinacknowledgingtheiniqulty

Ofhisact,ratherthaninthestealingltSelf.Heexperiencesthesamekindofplea-

SureWhenhespleSOnHeleninthebathroom･Hefeels"amovlngJOy"insteadof

remorse(71).

Althoughhedoesnotstopstealing,hisftelingschangewhenMorrisreturnsto

thestore.HewatchesMorrisclosely,WOndering"whatkindofamandidyouhave

tobeborntoshutyourselfupinanovergrowncoffin"(79)andcomestothecon-



ClusionthatJewsareborntobeprlSOnerS,andthattheylivetosuffer･Acoupleof

Jewishsalesmenwhobringgoodsto(hestoreserveFrankassamplesthatconfirm

hisconclusion.Theirabilitytoendurewhatseemstobetheworstfateirritates

him.Thisirritationisturnedtowardhisownselfwhenherealizes(hatheneedsto

COnfessthecrimehehascommit(edagalnStMorris:

Thisthoughthadlivedinhimwithclaws…tOCleanitoutofhisselfandbring

inalittlepeace,alittleorder;tOChangethebeginnlng,beginnlngWith(hepast

thatalwaysstupendouslystankuptillnow-tOChangehislifebeforethe

Smellofitsuffocatedhim.(82)

Hedesperatelywishesto`〕umpfreeofwhathehaddone"(83)andpromiseshim-

Selftoconfesseverythingsomeday,butfailstodoso.

Frank'sfailureiscausedbyhisinabilitytoovercomehispast.Whenheimag-

inestellingthestoryofhislifetoMorris,includingtheconfessionofhiscrime,he

looksathislifeasaseriesofmistakes,OranaCCumulationoflostchances:

Well,aftercertainbadbreaks(hroughvariouscauses,mOStlyhisownmis-

takes-hewaspiledhighwithregrets-aftermanysuchfailures,thoughhe

triedeverywhichwaytofreehimselffromthem,uSuallyhefailed;SOaftera

timehegaveupandlethimselfbeabum.(84)

Twothingsoughttobeno(edhere.One,hedesiresto"befreed"frompastmis-

takesandfai1ures;tWO,inthepastaswellasinthepresent,FrankeasilyglVeSup

effortstocontrolhimself,effortstochangehisfa(e.

Frank'sidealoffreedomisSt.Francis,Whoseimageisintroducedseveraltimes

inthestorythroughFrank.ThefirstepisodecomesbefbreFrankstartshelpingthe

StOre,WhenheseesanillustrationofSt.Francisinamagazinewhichhehappensto

findonSamPearl'scounter.ThemonkinthisplCtureWearS"aCOarSebrowngar-

ment,"standsbarefooted,raisinghisarms(OWard"aflockofbirdsthatdippedover

hishead"(30).BirdsarefbrMalamudasymboloffreedom.18Frankisobviously

attractedtothefreedomofspiritpersonifiedinthelifeofSt.Francis.Oneofthe

thingsthatmakethemonkadesirablemanis,forFrank,hispoverty:
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"...Forinstance,hegaveeverythingawaythatheowned,eVeryCent,allhis

Clothesoffhisback.HeenJOyedtobepoor.Hesaidpovertywasaqueenand

helovedherlikeshe wasabeautifulwoman."

Samshookhishead."Itain'tbeautiful,kiddo.Tobepoorisdirtywork･"

"Hetookaffeshviewofthings."(31)

St･Francis,Whowasbornrich,Chosetobepoorandthepurposeofthechoicewas

tohelpothers,tObeofassistancetothosewhowereworseoff.Notonlyisthe

monkarespectablefigureforbeingfreeofmonetarydesires,butalsoforhissex-

ualpurlty.WhenFrankandHelenwalkandtalkallbythemselvesfbrthefirst

time,hetellsheranepisodefromthelifeofSt.Francis:

"...MyGod,hethought,SuPPOSlngImetsomeniceyounggirlandgotmarried

toherandbynowIhadawifeandafamily?Thatmadehimfeelsobadsohe

COuldn'tsleep…Thegroundwascoveredwithsnow.Ou(Ofithemadethis

SnOWWOman,andhesaid,`There,that'smywife.'"(87)

Laterinthenovel,FrankhalfrapesHelenandthemistakeresultedinthelossof

herlove(anotherlostchance)andhisconfidenceinhimself.Pettydesireformoney

andirresistablelustdoublybindFranktotheroutinehedragsfromthepast･He

yearnSforasunshinydogmathatwoulddeliverhim･Yethisunderstandingisthat

OnehastobegiftedtolivelikeSt.Francis:heexplains,"Hewasborngood,Which

isatalentifyouhaveit"(31).HeavertsfromlookingatthesternmOralityofthe

StOryOfthelifeofSt.Francis,andremembersonlyitsromanticismthatheenJOyed

as achild.

Frankalsohasaprobleminmoralautonomy･UnlikeMorris,helackstheability

towait.However,althoughFrankgetssickoftheroutinewaltlngandsufferingln

Morris's store,hisloveaffairwithHelencompelshimtolearntowaitbefore

makingthenextmove･Theverb=wait=,SOfrequentlyusedinthedescnptlOnOf

Morrisinthestore,beginstobeusedwiththeimpatientFrankpatientlywaltlngfor

hislovetobeaccomplished:"Helongedtoaskhertogooutwithhim,butnever

dared...Sohewaited"(81)"Hewasgentle,Waitingforwhateverheawaitedwith

agracesherespected"(117)"Hehadwaitedandwasstillwaiting･Hehadbeen

bornwaiting"(121).Suchstatementsshowthatheexcelsintheartofwaiting



("awaitedwithagrace'')andthetalentisanaturaloneforhim.1twasdiscovered

inhisapprenticeshipunderMorris,andfurtherdevelopedby=elen,sdemandfor

Self-discipline･Ironically,hisdecision(Odisciplinehimselfandto"changeand

liveinaworth-Whileway"(142)rnakeshimpu(everythinginhiswalletbackinto

(hereglSter,nOtknowlngHelenwouldlatercallandaskhimout;heconcludes

aftershortponderingtoreturnafewdo11arsfromthereglStertOhiswallet;Morris

happenstowitnessthis･Hisresolutiontobeginanewlifeasamora11ydisciplined

manresultsonlyinthelossofMorris,sfaithinhim･Yet,inasense,Frankcannot

takethesituationasanactuality･WhenMorrisreproacheshim,hethinks:=This

Shouldn'tbehappeningtome,forIamadifferentperSOnnOW"(146).Atthispoint,

FrankisnotyetadifferentperSOn･Inotherwords,heisnotableto=wait=inthe

SenSeOfthewordthatMorrispracticesasthecoreofhismorality,OrtheLaw･

AfterherescuesHelerlfromWardMinogue,Frankspeaksof"alltheendlessheart-

breakingwaltlng=,glVeSnOthisearstoherpleas,andisultimatelyrebukedasan

"uncircumciseddog"(51).

OnreturnlngtOhisroomfromthisunhappylnCident,Frankthinkseverything

OVerandcomestotheunderstandingthathehasfailedbecausehefailedtowait

untilhewassupposedtowai(･Inthesma11,box-1ikeroom,hegnawsathimself

endlesslybutthenexperiencesacuriousmomentofepiphany:

Therewasnoplacelefttoescapeto･Theroomshrank･Thebedwasflyingup

athim･Hefelttrapped-Sick,Wanted(OCrybutcouldn,t･Heplannedtoki11

himself,atthesameminutehadaterrifyinglnSight;thatallthewhilehewas

actinglikehewasn't,hewasreallyamanofsternmorality.(157)

Frank'sroombecomesidenticalwithMorris,sstoreinitstomb-1ikeclosedness.

Hebegins(OtraCeMorris,slifephysicallyandspiritua11y,andsufferingbecomes

hishabitofbeing･Hisknowledgeofhimselfcamenotearlierwhenhewaswander-

1nglikeanambitiousyouthinamobilesociety,butwhenhesettledinapnson-1ike

Place･HelearnSnOttOaVerthiseyesfromhiswrongdoingsandsuffers,allfor

love'ssake･HeisapprenticedintotheartofsufferinglnWOrkirlgunderMorris

Bober.

AlthoughMorrisissomewhatmovedbyFrank,spleastolethimstay,herefuses

tolethimcontinueinthestoreaf(erhehasseenFraTlksteal･Bythrowlnghimoff,
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themasterundesignedlyurgeshisapprenticetobeindependent･Theapprentice-

shipISmadecompleteafterMorris,sdeathbypractlClngthesublimemorality:

self-SaCrifice･FrankgiveshimselfachancebyprovidingHelenachancefora

betterlife･Keeplngthestorealiveduringthedayandworkingatacafeteriaat

night,Frank"1ivedinthefuture,tObeforgiven"(207)･Toliveinthefuture,hehas

toovercomethepast,andtoovercomethepasthecutsofftheroutineoffeeling

pleasureinmakingmistakes,i･e･,ClimbinguptheairshafttopeekatHelenun-

dresslngandcheatlngCuStOmerS･Inassumlngthetitleofりthegrocer,=hefinally

learnStObehisownboss.

ⅠV

Frank,aChangedmannow,isnolongerpast-haunted･Hashe,then,WOnfree-

domwithoutmakingcompensation?HisfallinglntOMorris,sgrave,Whichiscon-

sideredasymboloftheinheritanceofthelegacyandhisrebirth,Showsthatheis

literallyfallinglnapit･Heassumestheresponsibilityastheheadofthefamily･

EarlierMorrisgaveFrankthefollowlngadvice:りAyoungmanwithoutafamilyis

free.Don,tdowhatIdid"(77).Havingafamilycanbeaburdenoranentrapment･

SeymourLevininANewL昨,WholeavestheWestunexpectedlywithawifeand

twochildren,isobviouslynotaffeeman･HehasleftNe☆York,hispainfulpast,

toseekanewself,buttheWestasEdenfailshim,JuStaSNewYorkfailedMorris

Bober.St.Franciscouldnothavelivedsuchalifeashedidifhehadbeenafamily

man･Settlingdowninfamilyliftmarksthelossofyouth･Frankhasputhimselfin

thepnsonofastore,COnfrontedtherehisownself,StruggledagalnStitandbegan

anewlife,butthisnewandbetterlifewillsomedaynolongerbenewnorgood･

Thenhewillseekayetnewerlifeandintheprocesswi11returntotheoldLaw-

self-COntrOlandselflessness.Re-birthintonewlifeisrealized,paradoxically,by

reverslngtOthepastexperience,PaStSuffering･

ItisprobablyHelenBoberwhohasundergoneagreaterchange,ifnotsodrastic

asFrank.EarlierinthestorywehearfromHelenherproudasplrations‥"Iwanta

largerandbetterlife.Iwantthereturnofmypossibilities"(42)"LessIwi11never

take""Iwon,t[compromise]withmyideals"(44)･FrankAIpinewasinnowaythe

kindofm?nShewouldwantatfirst;however,intheend,Whensherealizesthathe

"hadkeptthem[=HelenandIda]alive,"animportantchangeoccursinher:



Itcametoherthathehadchanged･It,strue,he,snotthesameman,Shesaidto

herself･Ishouldhaveknownbynow･Shehaddespisedhimfortheevilhehad

done,Withoutunderstandingthewhyoraftermath,Oradmittlngtherecouldbe

anendtothebadandabeginningofgood.(215)

Helenmaybeaccusedofherbookishimaglnationandromanticlonglngforeduca-

tion;yetCOnSideringthegreatproportionofJewishyoungwomenamongfemale

COllegestudentsinNewYork,herdesiretoearnadegreeisnotsounrealisticor

Selnshasitmayseem･20Herproblemisratherinnotbeingabletofreeherselffrom

thepast.Herwishto"beavirginagainandatthesametimeamother"(201)shows

thatsheistornapartbetweenthepastandthefuture･Intheyearfo1lowlngher

fa【her,sdeath,ShelearnSthroughFrankthatpeoplecanovercome(hepastand

change,benew･Thelessonisdisguisedinaparadox‥itcomesthroughthelowest

possibleexistence-abum,holdupman,thief･raplSt,apettygrOCeratbest･But

shedoesacceptthelessonthroughthesufferingshesharedwithherfatherand

Frank.Anewlifeinthesameoldstorehasbegun.
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