
The Mechanism of Self-Identification

and Self-Deception:

A StudyofMarkTwain,sPおddbhead椚ねon

MegumiIiznka

1.From"Those ExtraordinaryTwins=to

IfMarkTwainhadtheprivilegeoflivinginthisageof.modernmedicine,

hewouldshow,perhapsmorethananybodyelse,akeeninterestinthecon-

SequenCeOfthesurgeryseparatingtheSiamesetwinsinVietnamwhichwas

performedin1988.AccordingtoLeslieA.Fiedler'sstudyofpeoplewhohave

beenca11ed"freaks,''theearliestsurgeryseparatlngapairofSiamesetwins

knowntohistorydatesasfarbackastothefifbhcentury.Thissurgerywas

performedinordertosavethesurvIVlnghalffromtheotherhalfthathad

diedfromdisease.Fromtheseventeenthcentury,anattempttOSurgically

dividealivingpairofSiamesetwinsisrecorded.1Assoonasscienceacquired

thenecessaryskills,Siamesetwinshave,infact,beendoomedtobeseparat-

ed,fortwopersonstobephysica11yumitedisconsideredunnaturalandwrong,

sometimesevenominous.Siamesetwins,With-theirtwoseparateselvesin'

Oneunitedbody,Chal1engethenotionofhumanintegrlty.

Theanxietyoflosinghissenseofselfconstantlyfrightenedandfascinated

MarkTwain.BranfordSmithpointsoutthatsuchmotifsasdisgulSe,decep-

tion,Self-deceptlOnandmake-believethatrecurrentlyappearinhisworks

maybeconsideredtoshowhisconcernwithidentity.2Twainwasfascinat-

edwithandhauntedbythesubjectofSiamesetwinsortwinhoodingeneral

throughouthiscareerasawriter.Oneofhisearliestattemptstowriteabout

Siamesetwinswas=PersonalHabitsoftheSiameseTwins,"ashortfarcical

Sketchpublishedin1869.In1875,Witharenewedinterestintheconfusion

Ofidentitiesanditspsychologicaleffect,hewrote"AnEncounterWithan

Interviewer,"averyshortpieceofburlesquewrltlngintheformofarecord
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ofaninterviewoftheauthorbyadu11youngman.Askedabo叫thisdead

brother=Bill,=theauthortellstheinterviewerthat=Bill=hadbeenhistwin

brotherbuthadbeendrownedwhenhewasonlytwoweeksold.Thebrothers

WeretOldapartbyamoleonthebackofoneboy'shand,andtheauthor

Claimsthathewastheonewiththemark･AnditwasthebabywiththenTOle

thatwasdrowned!Theinterviewercurtlyrefusestogoalongwiththisnon-

SenSeand says:

Q.Verywell,then,Idon'tseethatthereisanymysteryaboutit,afterall･

A.Youdon,t?Well,Ido.Anyway,Idon'tseehowtheycouldever

havebeensuchablunderinglotastogoandburythewrongchild･

But,,sh!-don,tmentionitwheremyfamilycanhearofit.Heaven

knows they have heartbreaking troubles enough without adding

this.3

ThispleCeWaSWrittenJuStaSTwainwasstrugglingtoestablishhimselfin

theNortheast.Weseeherehisownsenseofhorribleconfusionorsenseof

SplitofhisidentltyaSanartistandafamilyman･

Incomposlng=･ThoseExtraordinaryTwins,=whichconsequentlydqvel-

opedintoPudd'nheadWiL"n(firstappearedasamagazineserialin1893),
hestartedoutdealingwiththethemeofdoubleidentityonceagaln,Which

hadpersonalandpsychologlCalsignificanceforhim.Thistimeheintroduced

LuigiandAngeloCappello,apalrOfItalianSiamesetwins･Thestoryde-

velopsaroundthefarcicalarrangementsconcernlngthecontroloverthemutu-

alpalrOflegs.1Thebrotherstaketurns,aWeekatatime,athavingthe

commandoverthelegs;yetSuChanarrangementdoesnothelpthemtoover-

cometheirfrustrations.Lastweek,Angelo'swillwaslgnOred,andthisweek

itisLuigi,sturntoendureinconvenienceorevenhumiliation･Thesamesit-

uationwillcontinueaslongastheylive;theywillremainenslavedtoeach

other for the rest oftheirlives.

However,aneWdimensionisaddedtotheproblemofidentltyinthecourse

ofthepoliticalcampalgn･Duringthelastweekofthecampalgn,Luigitakes

advantage of havingthecontroloftheirlegsanddestroysAngelo,schance

asapoliticalcandidateandalsoasacandidateforRowena'slove:Luigidrinks



whiskyandthismakesAngelo,Whohasnotdrunkadrop,deaddrunk･Rowe-

nagetsangrywithAngelobecausehehasprofessedhimselfateetotalerbut

Stillappearstotallydrunkatameetlng:

Shesaidshewouldnevermarryamanwhodrank･

=ButIdon,tdrink,"hepleaded.

‥That･s not the polnt,=she said,=you get drunk,and thatis

worse.,,4

Luigihasnopartinthisconversation･ItisasiftheauthorweretreatingAngelo

asanormal,Singleperson･Ashiftininterestisrecognizedhere:Twainnow

takesupthedivisionwithinaperson,adisparitybetweenhisownestimation

ofhimselfandthejudgementinflictedonhimbyothers･Inotherwords,

Twainbringsinthesocialaspectindealingwithaperson,sidentitycrisis:

Angeloisnotonlyenslavedtohisinherentbody,butalsotothesocietythat

estimateshisvaluebyhowheappears･

Realizingthedifficultyofsurpasslngthesense9fprimitiveaweandhor-

rorthatoneseesinthefigureofSiamesetwinsasareflectionofhisown

confusioninselfandother,TwaingaveuptheideaofusingtheSiamese

brothersastheprotagonists･5Instead,heturnedtodevelophisdisrupt10n-

and-enSlavementthemeindepictingthefateofthemulattoslavesinthean-

tebellumSouth.OfallTwain,sworks,Pudd,nheadWiLsonisthemdsteffec-

tiveandimpressivecriticismoftheevilinstitutionthatlongthrivedin

America.6Yetanotherplotwasaddedasanothercharacter,David=Pudd,n-

head=Wilson,WalkedintothestorywithhisknowledgeoffingerprlntS･The

newplotinvoIvedthedetectionofacrime,andatthesametimeaman,s

risefromobscurltytOeminence･ThestoryaboutapalrOfSiamesetwins

thatwastobecomeashortfarcicaltalewasnowcrowdedwithsuchother

seriousthemesasdoubleidentity,Slavery,detection,andtheprocessofa

man,sacceptancebyacommunity･InPudd,nheadWiL"n･Twainmanaged

tointerweavetheseseemlnglydifferentplotsandthemesinaunifiedwork

with a fabularmeanlng.

Thestoryopenswithafairlydetai1eddescrlptlOnOfthetownofDawson,s

Landing.WeknowthatSt･Petersburg,WhichTomSawyerandHuckleber-
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ryFinninhabited,istobeseenasareminiscenceoftheHannibalofTwain's

boyhoodr.HannibalturnedintoDawson'sLandingasitwilllaterturninto

EseldorfinT7ze勒teriousStranger.ItisinPudd'nheadWiLsonthatTwain

depictsthecommunityasawhole forthe firsttime.

Twainbeginshisintroductionofthetownbygivingaratherlengthyac-

countoftheaveragehouseandthestreets.Theframedwellingsarenotlarge

butcomfortable,andtheirwallsarecoveredwithrosevinesandotherflow-

ers.Thereisagardeninfrontofeachhouse,andeverywindowisdecorated

withgeraniums･Thentheparagraphisroundedoffbypresentlngthesym-

bolofcontentmentandpeaceofeachhousehold:"thecatwasthere-in

sunnyweather-StretChedatfulllength,aSleepandblissful,Withherfurry

bellytothesunandapawcurvedoverhernose"(3).Aperfectlysnuglittle

townitseemstobe,yetthereissomethinginthenarrator'stonethatmakes

thereaderswithholdjudgement.Weareawarethat,inanyhumansociety,

wecanfindnotonlythesunnysideshownbysuchゝdescrlptlOnbutalso,

atthesametime,adark,deformedside.Thepictureofaplump,Slumbering

catasanemblemofcontentmentseemsphonybecauseitisfeltthatthenar-

ratorissubtlysatiringthenotionofauniformhapplneSSinthecommunity･

Whenthenarratorte11susthatthetransientsare=stockedwitheverylm-

aginablecomfortornecessltyWhichtheMississlppi,scommunitiescouldwant=

(4),theintenttoridiculeisevenlesscovert:thenarratorisasking,"･How

muchcouldsuchapettyruralcommunitywant?=Notmuch,Ofcourse･

Thenwearetoldthat``Dawson,sLandingwasaslave-holdingtown,With

arichslave-WOrkedgrainandporkcountrybackofit"(4).Themorethe

narratoremphasizeshowpeacefulandcontentedthetownis,themorehe

callsattentiontotheevil(thatis,Slavery)uponwhichthecommunitythrives

initspaltryway･Itissaidthatthetownwas=sleepy=‥WhenTwainlabels

acommunity=sleepy,'(ashedidCamelotinACot7neCticut】匂nkeeinKing

Arthur与CourtandEseldorfin772eMysteriousStranger,)heindicatesthat

thetownmeansnoevilandisinnocent,butyetislgnOrantandunquestion-

1ngOfthecorruptionunderneath･Eachindividualinthecommunitymeans

wellandisevenaffable.However,aSaSOCialentity,itcannotbefreefrom

blamebecauseitsschemeofmoralvaluesanditssocialsystem,StruCtured

ontheblindacceptanceofthesevalues,arelnlquitous.Thedormantcatat



q山
eachhousefrontemblematizesonlyself-Satisfactionthatlacksawiderand

morethoroughinsightwhichwouldenablethepeopletoseelnJuStice.What

isevenmoreironicisthatthemembersofthiscommunltyCOnSiderahome

Withoutthismanifestationimperfect:theytakepalnStOannOunCetheirshal-

lowness to the world.

HenryNashSmithsuggeststhattheindolencewithwhichTwaincharac-

terizestheSouthhastwoassociationsforhim.Oneis"intellectualapathy,

1gnOranCeandcredulity,"andtheotherthe``dreamlikepeaceandhapplneSS

ofchildhood.=7ThetwocontrastlngaSSOCiationsthatSmithdesignatesbe-

COmetWOCOntraStingpointsofviewwhenTwainfictionalizeshisboyhood

South.InPudd旬headWiLson,heachievedadetachedpointofviewt9regard

bothaspectsbyrelgnlngOVerthetaleasanomniscient,ironicnarratorwhose

CynlCISmisapparenteveninthefirstseveralparagraphs.Characteristicof

anarrative,ironyderivesfromthegapbetweenthenarrator'spolntOfview

andthatofthecharacters.Thesettingofthestory,Dawson'sLanding,SerVed

himasthearchetypalimageofsociety;andusingit,Twainmadeafabular,

notrealistlC,apprOaChtoAmericanhistorytoinve弓tigateman'sidentity-Crisis

-a theme that continued to haunt his mind.

2.SlaveryandDemocraticAristocracyinDawson'sLanding

WhenWilliam･DeanHowe11srecalledwhata=desouthernizedSouthern-

er=Twainwas,hehadinmindTwain,sabhorrenceofslavery.Inhispas-

SagerememberingTwain'sattitudetowardtheblackrace,Howellsrecords

Twain'sreactiontoanincidentinvoIvingayoungmulatto:

AboutthattimeacoloredcadetwasexpelledfromWestPointforiome

pointofconduct=unbecomlnganOfficerandgentleman,"andthere

WaStheusualshabbyphilosophyinaportionofthepresstotheeffect

thatanegrocouldneverfeeltheclaimofhonor.Themanwasfifteen

partswhite,but,=Oh,yeS,=Clemenssaid,Withbitterirony,"itwas

thatonepartthatundidhim.=8

TheinjusticedonetotheblackracelonghauntedTwainwhogrewuplna
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slave-holdingcommunity,andhetookupmiscegenationinPudd,nheadm[-

son-athemealsosuitablefordeveloplnghispersonalconcernwithdis-

ruptedidentlty･

1nthebook,Twaincreatedamulatto,Roxy,Whoembodiestheideaof

adualnatureinaslnglepersonthathefirstraisedinhistreatmentofthe

siamesetwinsintheearlierversion.SinceRoxyisonlyone-Sixteenthblack,

shenotonlyappearswhite,buthercomplexionis=veryfair=(8)･Sheisa

womanmassivelyputtogetherandhasagracefulattitude･Yetallthesead-

mirablequalitiesareconcealed,justasherbeautifulabundantbrownhair

isalwaysconcealedunderacheckeredhandkerchief,underthemaskofher

speechthatsoundsasblackasanybodyelse･Twain,suseofblackEnglish

issuperbhere:Roxy,slanguageservesasa･SOCialmarkerindicatingthecaste

systeminAmerica,Whereanybodywhoselanguagesounds``black,,iscon-

finedto slavery.

Roxyseesachancetosavehersonfromslaverybymerelychanglnghis

attire with that of her master,s baby.9Her son Tom(born Valet de

chambre)growsuptobeapertinent,Obnoxiousboy,teaChingRoxy"her

place=bymakingher=thehumbleandunresistlngVictimofhiscabrlClOuS

temperandviciousnature=(21)･Roxyiscompelledtoadmitthathermother-

sonrelationshipwithhimhasturnedintoaslave-maSterrelationship･She

contemplatestellingtheworldthetruthandprosecutingTomasanimposter

=fortheappeaSingofhervengeance-hungryheart,,(22),butfailsto'doso

becausethereisnoonetoconfirmthevalidityofhertestimony･

whehRoxyspeaksofvengeance,Shereallymeanssomethingdifferentfrom

avenglngherselfonTom･Shemeansrevengeonthewhiteraceingeneral,

andshedesirestoaccomplishthisthroughTom:

AndyetthemomentTomhappenedtobegopdtoher,andkind-this

occurredeverynowandthen-a11hersoreplaceswerehealedandshe

washappy;happyandproud,forthiswasherson,hernlggerSOn,lord-

ingltamOngthewhitesandsecurelyavenglngtheircrimesagainsther

race.(22)

Roxythustakesadvantageofthetownspeoplewhodonotnoticethatthe



town,smostprominentcitizen,ssonhasbeenreplacedbyamulattoslave's

boy.TomnowhastwomeanlngSforher:aSheriniqultOuSmaSter,heisa

targetofpersonalrevenge,butashersonheisameanstopunishthewhole

whiterace.ToRoxy,therefore,Tomisbothawhitemasterandablackson,

embodyingbothsubjectionanddominationatthesametime･

ForRoxy,Whosesenseoftheselfwaversbetweenthe=whitehood=and

the=blackhood=thatco-eXistinherself,theonlymeanstoidentifyherself

istosecureherrankinthecommunity.Inherambitiontoattainahigher

positioninlife,Roxynecessarilyhastomakeitclearthatsheisdifferent

fromherfellowkitchencrew.Complexionisthefactorthatdistinguishesher

fromtheothers:inaplayfulverbalfenclngWithJasper,theblackgiant,She

exclaims,=Igotsump,nbettertododen'sociat'nwidniggersasblackas

youis=(8).Thisstatementistobetakenasherproclamationofsuperiority

to other blacks.The fact that the white man whose child she bore was a

descendantofoneoftheFirstFamiliesofVirginiaalsocontributesmuch

to her sense of honor.

Roxymakesherstatusamongtheblacksfirmerwhenshecomesbackfrom

eightyearsofsteamboating.InL昨OnT7zeMLssL5S如i,Twainhasfurnished

someinformationonhowmuchthesteamboatcrewwereadmiredbythe

=1andsmen.,,Justaspilotsevokedtheadmirationofthewhiteboysinriver

communities,theblackpeopleworkingontheboatswere"distinguishedper-

sonagesintheirgradeoflife,andtheywerewellawareofthefact･,,10Roxy

receivesthesamegrandhonoronherreturnfromtheriver;nOWSheisqueen

amongherown caste.

Yethoweverproudshemaybeofthe=whitehood''inherandofherlife

ontheMississlppi,Sheissti11ablackandthereforecannotclimbthesocial

ladderashighasshedesiresto.Tomakemattersworse,thebankinwhich

shehaddepositedthemoneyearnedontheboatgoesbankrupt,andalso

sheisbodilydisabled.Shewenttotheriverhoping"shewouldbeindepend-

ent of thehumanracethenceforthforevermoreifhardworkandeconomy

couldaccomplishit=(33);nOW,farfrombeingindependent,ShehasnomeanS

tosupportherself.Sinceithasbecomeclearthat"hardworkandeconomy"

1eadnowhere,herasplrationmustbefu1filledthroughhersonTom,tOWhom

afortuneispromised.
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However,Tom,Whoisbroughtupastheheirtothetown,schiefcitizen,

is=pettedandindulgedandspoiledtohisentirecontentment"(23)･Healso

muchresembleshisfosterfather,PercyDriscoll,inhisattitudetowardthe

blackrace.WhenChambersinhisboyhoodretaliatedTbm,sunreasonable

cuffings,PercyDriscoll=toldChambersthatundernoprovocationwhatever

washeprivilegedtolifthishandagalnSthislittlemaster=andgavehim=con-

vincingcanings=whenChambersattemptedadesperateresistanCe(19)･That

Tomneverhuntsforajob,butendsupnotbeingabletoextricatehimself

fromgamblingmayalsobeconsideredtheinfluenceofPercyDriscoll･Per-

cymadehislivingbyspeculation,andalthoughhehadsuccesses,hedied

leavlngnOthingforTom;TomfollowedPercv,sexamplebywinnlngquite

alargeamountofmoneyatfirst,butowlngagreatdebtintheend･Itis

becauseTomseesRoxyasnothingbutavaluablepropertythathese11sher

toafarminArkansas,knowlnghowcruellyslavesaretreatedthere･Only

RoxyfailstoseethatTomcanneveragainbeherson,butwillremainher

master.sheisdeceivedbytheeducationandtralnlngaSaWhitearistocrat

thatTomhasreceived-theeducationandtralnlngthatshesoearnestly

wishedhimtoreceiveledtothefailureintheend.ThevaluesRoxyhasresorted

toasameansforself-identificationisprovedtobemeaninglessbythesocie-

tythatholdsthecolordistinctionitscreed,･Whentheyunanimouslyagree

totreatTom,Whomtheyhaveunanimouslytreatedasawhitearistocrat,

asablackslaveandsellhimdowntheriver.ThisiswhereTwainisathis

ironic best.

SincethevaluesystemtowhichRoxyadheresand,atthesametime･is

enslavedto,isthatofthecommunityltSelf,itisnecessarytoexamineDawson,s

Landinginthislight･AttheverybeginnlngOfPudd,nheadWiLson,thenar-

ratorintroducesthecommunityasanentityandthengoesontointroduce

itschiefcitizens,thedescendantsoftheFirstFamiliesofVirginia･Thepresence

oftheF.F.V.sarealsoreminiscentofTwain,sboyhoodHannibal.Hete11s

ofthe=aristocratictaint=inHannibalinapassageinhisAutobiogrqphy:

...thereweregradesofsociety-peOpleofgoodfamily,peOpleofun-

classifiedfamily,peOpieofnofamily･Everybodykneweverybodyand

wasaffabletoeverybodyandnobodyputonanyvisibleairs;yetthe



ClasslineswerequlteClearlydrawnandthefamiliarsociallifeofeach

Classwasrestrictedtothatclass.Itwasalittledemocracywhichwas

fullofliberty,equalityandFourthofJuly,andsincerelyso,tOO:yet

youperceivedthatthearistocratictaintwasthere.Itwasthereandno-

bodyfoundfaultwiththefactorevenstoppedtoreflectthatitspresence

wasaninconsistency.11

Twainhadalreadymadeafierceattackonthe=aristocratictaint=inthe

SouthinafamouspassageinL昨OntheMLssLss如i,blamingSirWalter

Scottforcreatlng"rankandcastedownthere,andalsoreVerenceforrank

andcaste,andprideandpleasureinthem."Interestlngly,Twaingoeson

inthesamepassagetosuggestthataristocracyandslaveryareinseparable:

"Enoughislaidonslavery,withoutfatheringuponitthesecreationsand

contributionsofSirWalter.=12

Theside-by-SidereferencestoaristocracyandslaveryshowTwain,sun-

derstandingthatthetwoinstitutionsstemfromthesameroot･Bothsystems

COnSistofcertainsocialranks,andsocietyidentifiesamanbyhissocialrank.

Notonlythat,themanhimselfseekshisidentitybyattalnlngaSOCialrank.

Twainimpliesthattheonlywayforamantoovercomeidentitycrisisisto

establishhispositionwithintheframeworkofsocialstrata.IdentltylSun-

derstoodasrelativevalue,nOtabsolute.

Roxy,Whowaversbetweenher=whitehood"and=blackhood,=shows

analmostracistattitudetowardherfellowslavesbecauseofhersenseofsplit

identitybyclaimlngSuperiorltyOVerthemjustbecausehercomplexionisfair.

Shestrivestoidentifyherselfbysettingupasub-CaSte(fairNegro)within

acaste(Slaves)thatliesatthebottomofayetgreatercaste(thepeopleof

Dawson'sLanding).Inthisway,Shehasbecomeanavidsupporterofslav-

ery･Herputtlngherbabyintothetown'saristocracymaybeaccountedas

adesperateefforttoinsureheridentitybyattachingherselftowhatshecon-

sidersanoblecaste･13ThesamepsychologlCalexplanationappliestothe

middle-ClasscitizensofDawson'sLanding.Theytakeforgrantedthe desir-

abilityofrespectlngthe F･F･V･SandownlngSlaves;theyplacethemselves

between the aristocrats and the slaves.

Asamatteroffact,botharistocracyandslaverywereattackedinTwain's
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previouswork,A Connecticut YdnkeeinKingArthurなCourt.Inwriting

it,TwaindependedmuchonWilliamEdwardHartpoleLecky'sHLstoryq/

EurqpeanMoraLsand肋toryqf励gh7ndinthe鞠hteen(hCbnturytodepict

medievalages.Atthesametime,heusedmaterialsfromthenineteenthcen-

turyAmericaforhisillustrationofslaveryinArthur'skingdom.Hefound

thesematerialsinCharlesBall,sS/averyintheUnitedStates(1837).14That

modernAmericanmaterialshouldservetoillustratethesixthcenturyBrit-

ain was.contradictorytothebeliefthathumanhistoryprogressesastime

passes･ThesuperiorltyOfdemocraticAmericaoveraristocraticEuropewas

denied.MarkTwain,WhoselifehadbeendeeplyrootedintheAmerican

Dream,WaSbeginnlngtOqueStionhisearlierprideinhiscountry･Thatthe

twinnedbrothersinPudd,nhead mLson areofItaliannobilitylSOfsome

slgnificancein revealing Twain,s ambivalent attitude toward his native

COuntry.

Whenthetwinsmaketheir appearancein Dawson's Landing,they are

receivedwithmuchenthusiasm.RowenaCooper'sreactiontothetwins'self-

introductionrepresentstheattitudeofthewholetown:"Rowena'sheartgave

agreatbound,､hernostrilsexpanded,andafinelightplayedinhereyes"

(27).Significantly,theyarereferredtobythenarratorfavorably,although

Dawson,sLandinggivesthecoldshouldertothemsoonaftertheinitialen-

thusiasmwanes.Forinstance,thebrothersbefriendWilsonandsharehis

irritationatthehumi1iationinflicteduponhimbyTomDriscoll.Luigi'scon-

fessedmurderistreatedasaheroicact.Thebrothers show fairnessin not

hesitatlngabittorushtotheJudge'srescue,eVenthoughhewastheirarch

fiend.

IncontrastwiththeItaliantwinsisYorkLeicesterDriscoll,"theJudge,"

aproudAmericanaristocrat･Whenhegetstheprivi1egeofshowlngthetwins

OVerthetown,hetakespalnStOShowthemonlywhatheconsidersthecream

OfNew World democracy:

TheJudgeshowedthestrangersthenewgraveyard,andthejail,and

wheretherichestmanlived,andtheFreemason'sha11,andtheMethodist

church,andthePresbyterianchurch,andtheBaptlStChurch…andthe

Slaughter-house,andgotouttheindependentfirecompanyinuniform

….(31)



ThissoundslikethetawdrylistofinstitutionsthattheConnecticutYankee

HankMorganwaseagertointroducetoArthurianEngland･Consideringthe

factthatTwainlivedintheancientcityofFlorenceatthetimeofwriting

Pudd,nhead WiLson,WOuld not thecityscape ofDawson's Landing have

lookedcheapandundignifiedcomparedtothebeautifulviewoverFlorence

thatheadmiredfromtheterraceofVillaViviani,hisabodeinItaly?15

Ifthetownisundignined,SOisitschiefcitizen.Althoughinitiallyintroduced

asa=fine,andjust,andgenerous"(4)gentleman,JudgeDriscollbetrays

hisnarrow-mindednessatthetimeoftheelectoralcampalgn.Adotingun-

cle,heswallowsTom,sappealwholeandsetshismindondragglngthetwins

downfromtheirpopularity.Hecallsthetwinsdifferentnamesandevenas-

sails=theirshowytitleswithmeasurelessderision"(83).Hedoesnotdoso

outofsheerdemocraticspirit,though.Itshouldberememberedthathehim-

selfhaslongbeenproudlywearingatitle,"theJudge":nOtalltitlesarebad

--OnlytheEuropeanonesare.

TwainridiculedtheAmericanenthusiasmofearnlngatitleinhisAutobi-

Ogrdpわ′:

TitlesofhonoranddignltyOnCeaCquiredinademocracy,eVenbyacci-

dentandprQPerlyusableforonlyforty-eighthours,areaSpermanent

hereaseternltylSinheaven･Youcannevertakeawaythosetitles…･

Weadoretitlesandhereditiesinourheartsandridiculethemwithour

mouths.Thisisourdemocraticprivilege.16

Twainassertsthatmanishauntedwiththeyearnlngforatitle.Hejeersnot

somuchattheyearnlngitselfasattheAmericanswhoprofessthemselves

tobeunconcernedaboutholdingatitlebutwhoarereallyintentonearnlng

oneunderthemaskofdemocracy.ThroughthefigureofJudgeDrisco11,

TwainattacksthehypocrlSyOfAmerica.

TwainalsomentionsthattheJudgefeelsfreetobuyvotesagainstthede-

testedtwins.Herewesee-anOtheraspectofAmericandemocracy:inAmeri-

cansocietymoneytalksmorethananythingelse.Judge'sschemeofbuying

thevotesworkswe11,andthetwinsarecrushed.Thetownrespondsjustas

hedesigned.Inotherwords,theJudgeknowswhattodoinordertowin
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thecommunitytohisside,becausehe,aS=thechiefcitizen,=representsthe

spiritofthewholetown･Heappearstobeakindoldman,butheisreally

capableofpractlClngfraud･HeisparalleltoDawson,sLanding,Whichap-

pearstobeapeaceful,idyllictownbutwhichreallythrivesatthesacrifice

ofthefreedomoftheblackrace.Twainnowneededaherocapableofar-

tistica11ymendingthedisruptlOnbetweenappearanceandreality-thedis-

ruptlOnbothinAmericaandinhisownself･

3.AStrangerMakingHisWayinaNewCommumity

AstoryofRoxyandTombuiltaroundthe=fictionoflawandcustom=

(9)inDawson,sLandingwouldnotbesufficienttoformabookbyitself

sincetheyhavenopowertogivetotheirownlifehistory,fromRoxy,schang-

ingthebabiestothedisclosureofthissecret,afirmstructure･Twainasslgned

thisroletoDavid=Pudd,nhead=Wilson,Who(practically)inducesRoxy

tochangethebabiesbyhintingtoherthatthetwobabieslookalikeandwhp,

aftertwenty-threeyearsidentifiesTomasValetdeChambre･

OnewaytolookatWilson,sstructuralroleistocontrasせhisfatewith

Tom,s.Wilson,sfatalremarkonfirstarrlVlngthetownismadewhen"an

invisibledogbegantoyelpandsnarlandhowlandmakehimselfverycom-

prehqnsivelydisagreeable"(5)･Interestingly,throughthenarrativethereare

severalreferencestoTomasa=dog=:forinstance,Roxycallshim=delow-

downestorneriesthound=(90)whenshefindsoutthathehassoldherdown

toArkansasonpurpose,andWilsonreferstohimasa=miserabledog=

(103).17Therefore,Wilson,stwenty-threeyearsofobscuritycanbeunder-

stoodasacontinuousefforttosearchforthis=invisibledog."Hisco11ec-

tionoffingerprlntSturnSOuttObenotamerefadbutameanstoidentify

the=dog=-tOidentifytheinvisiblerealitybyavisibleproof･thatis･fin-

gerprints･Hethusassumestheroleofthedetective,andhisisolationfrom

thetownprovideshimwiththeobjectivepolntOfviewnecessaryfordetec-

tion.Wilson･srole,however,isnotonlytodiscoverthetruth,butalsoto

instigatethecrime:heisactuallytheonewhogivesR?Xyahint("Howdo

youtellthemapart,Roxy,Whentheyhaven'tanyclotheson?")inthebegin-

ning(9).ThisisthemultifacetedfunctionofWilsonthatTwaincalled"but-



tonorcrankorlever,''ameanstostartandstopthestoryasifoperatlng

amachine.18YethefunctionsnotonlystructruallytoputthedoingsofRoxy

andTominorder,butalsothematically.

OnethingpeculiartoPudd'nheadWiLsonamongallTwain'sworksisthat

itfeaturesmaximsatthetopofeachchapterasremarksfrom"Pudd'nhead

Wilson'sCalendar."AlthoughthesemaximsareattributedtoDavidWil-

SOn,theyshouldbeunderstoodasTwain'sremarksratherthanWilson's.

Take,forexample,thecalendarremarkaboutthe"threeinfalliblewaysof

pleasinganauthor"(47)foundatthetopofChapterEleven,immediately

beforeWilson reads his maxims to theItalian twins.Thetwins ask him to

lendthemhismanuscriptstoreadathome;theyworkthebestofthe"three

infal1iableways."TheyknowtheyaredecelVlngWilson,andsodoesthenar-

rator;OnlyWilsontakesthecomplimenttooinnocently.Wilson,Whoisalso

easilydeceivedbyTom,isaltogetherasimple-mindedfellow,andunlikely

tohavewrittenthecynlCalcalendarremarks.Rather,themaximssoundmuch

morelike Twain himself.

IfthemaximsaretobeunderstoodasTwain's,thefollowlngremarkat

theverybeginnlngOfthebookmayserveashisthematicmanifesto:

Thereisnocharacterhowsoevergoodandfine,butitcanbedestroyed

byridicule,howsoeverpoorandwitless.Observetheass,forinstance:

hischaracterisaboutperfect,heisthechoicestspiritamonga11thehum-

bleranimals,yetSeeWhatridiculehasbroughthimto.Insteadoffeel-

ingcomplimentedwhenwearecalledanass,Weareleftindoubt･(1)

ThisappliestoWilson,scase,Whosecareerisruinedbythewitlesstowns-

folkwhocannotevenunderstandapetty,hackneyedjoke.Italsoapplies

totheblacksandmulattoesintheAmericanSouth,Wheretheyarebornla-

beled=Slaves.',That one's existenceis defined by･Others,in whatever

ridiculousway,andthatonemaysufferfromitisageneraltruthandWil-

SOn's casemaynotbeapeCuliarone.

Yet,unliketheblacks,Wilsonwithacollegedegreeinlaw,1Sendowed

withachancetorecoverhisnamewithingenultyandhardwork-aChance

toliveuptotheAmericanDreamofSuccess.AnyexaminationofWilson
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inthislightneedstostartwithabriefattempttostudyasimilarcaseinanOther

ofTwain,snovels,thatis,thecaseofHankMorganinAConnec(icutYdnkee

inKingAr(hur与Court.TherearecertainsimilaritiesbetweenWilsonand

Morgan･Hank,WhenhefirstfindshimselfinthekingdomofArthur,iscon-

sideredaperilouspersonagebecauseofhisnineteenth-Centuryattire,andso

heiscaptured.Hesaveshimselfbyrememberingthedateoftheeclipseand

thenuslngtheknowledgetoescapefromconfinement･Furthermore,intime

hemanagestoobtainapositionnexttotheKing･Althoughhisattemptto

createamodernAmericainKingArthur,srealmfailsintheend,Hankmakes

gooduseofhispragmaticknowledgeoftechnology･

DavidWilson,anativeofNewYork,isanOtherversionofTwain'syankee.

MuchlessactiveandtalkativethanHank,Wilsonseemstobeabsorbedin

amostunpracticalfad-thecollectionoffingerprints.Yethisfadproves

tobeaverypracticalmeanstoidentifythemurdererandalsotoputthemis-

placedpairofboysbackintheirplaces･Wilson,sknowledgeoffingerprlntS

notonlymatchesHank,stechnologybutevensurpassesitinscientificvalidi-

tyandusefulness.

▲Thereis,however,amajordifferenceintheirattitudestowardsthecom-

munltytheyinhabit.HankMorganisadedicatedreformer,WhereasWilson

ShowsnointentionofchanglngDawson'sLandinglnanyWay.Wilsonseems

todevotehiseffortstobeacceptedbythecommunityandtobeacknowledged

afullmember.Abouthisinterestinfingerprintandpalmistryhete11slittle

tothetownsfolkbecause=hehadfoundthathisfadsaddedtohisreputa-

tionasapudd,nhead;thereforehewasgrowlngCharyofbeingtoocom-

municativeaboutthem=(7).Thatheunquestioninglyacceptsthecodeof

honorheldbyJudgeDrisco11mayserveasanotherpleCeOfevidenceprovlng

Wilson,sdesireto=belong,"sincetheJudgeexemplifiesthetown,aSWehave

seen,andsincethearistocraticcodesandcustomsbywhichheabidesare

inthemselvesthecriteriathetownupholds.

TheprocessinwhichWilsonrisesfromobscuritytowinacceptancefrom

Dawson,sLandingbecomesevenclearerbyanexaminationofhiscareeras

alawyer.WhenhecomestoDawson'sLanding,hehiresanofficeandputs

upaslgnOfhisbusinessas"AttorneyandCounseloratLaw･Surveylng,

conveyancing,etC=(7).Soon,however,itbecomesapparentthatnoclient



asksforhisservicebecauseofhis=remark=onkillinghalfadog.Wilson

intimedecidestoreducetheintendedsizeofhisbusinessandputupanew

slgndeclaringhisbusinessaslandsurveyorandaccount?nt･Wilsondoesnot

glVeuphishopetOpraCticelaw,though,andstaysinshapefortheopportu-

nity.ThechancecomeswhenhetakesonthedefenseofLuigiand,after

twenty-threeyears,makeshisdebutasalawyer･Histriumphiscompleted

whenhenamesthemurdererinthecourtroom.Wilson,scareerinthefield

oflawthusseeshisrisefromobscuritytoeminenceinthecommunlty.Law

isoneofthetwopillarsthatsupportslavery,theotherpillarbeingthewhole

systemofaristocracy･Wilsoncommitshimselfcompletelytothesocialmode

ofDawson,sLanding,Onboththerationalandirrationallevels.

InordertoconsiderthemeanlngOfWilson'sriseinDawson'sLanding,

itisnecessarytoexaminetheroleheplaysinthecommunltymOreClosely･

DavidWilsonbelongstoagroupofTwain'screationsthatmaybecatego-

rized=stranger-heroes."Thestranger-heroisanoutsidertothecommunlty

heinhabitsordealswith.HuckleberryFinn,aVagabondorphan,looksat

societyfromadetachedviewpoint.HankMorgarLCOmeStOCamelotasa

reformerfromaworldfaraway-OVer3,700mi1esindistanceandmore

thanathousand andthreehundredyearsintime.

Twain,s fictionsofthe1890'sarepeopledwithmoreofthesestranger-

heroes.Thestrangerintentonavenglnghimselfonthetownspeoplein"The

ManThatCorruptedHadleyburg"isatypicalfigure.Theannouncements

hehasforgedstirsupthewholetownandgivesitspeopleasenseofadven-

tureandromancesuchastheyhaveneverexperiencedbefore.Interestlngly,

Mr.andMrs.Richardswhofirstreceivealetterfromtheunknownstranger

decidetoletthewholetownknowofthisletter,Saylngthattodealwiththe

matterprivatelywould=spoiltheromance･=19Astrangercomestoamoral-

1ydormanttown,Wakesitupbyprovidingthemwithasenseofromance

andadventure,andstirsthemupuntiltheyreachaclimax,thusglVlngthe

townspeoplearenewedknowledgeofthemselves.Thisisthebasicpattern･

Thefigureofthestranger-heroisperhapsmostfullydevelopedin77ze叫岬-

teriousStranger,WheretheheroSataniscompletelyfreefromhumanemo-

tions.0nlyanon-humanbeinghastheprivilegeofregardingmankind,the

damnedhumanrace,aSOneCOmmunlty.Thestranger-in-a-COmmunltyplot
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hereservesTwainasabasicperspectiveforlookingathumanityasawhole･

Thesestrangeトheroesareendowedwithcertainqualitiesbywhichtheytran-

scendthepeoplearoundthem･Eachhashisownpeculiarpointofviewfrom

whichtolookattheworld.InHuckFinn,scase,herisesabovethecommu-

nitybyhisaffinitywithnature･HankMorgansurpassesthepeopleofCamelot

byhispracticaltechnology,althoughitprovestobeunreliable･Davidtran-

scendsDawson,sLandinginthathehasknowledgeofmodernscience(fin-

gerprinting)andisabletoapplyitinaperformanceofdeductivereasoning･

Indeed,heactslikeatranscendentherointhefinalcourtroomscene･Itis

knownthatintheprocessofcompositionTwain,inspiredbySirFrancisGal-

ton,sF7ngerPrints(1892),WrOtethisscenebeforehewrotetheexigencies

ofRoxy,schanglngthebabies･ThisslgnifiesTwain,sprlmaryinterestinus-

1ngthefingerprintmaterialtocreateaheroicfigure･20

Thekindofeloquence-Orrather,Showmanship-thatWilsonshows

whenhemakestherevelationissharedbyothersofTwain,scharacters,nOta-

blyTomSawyerandHankMorgan･Suchshowmanshipworksqulteeffec-

tivelyinimpresslng the simple-minded mass ofpeople･Tom Sawyer,s

=showlng-Off=enJOySthegreatestvictorywhenTomwalksintothemidst

ofthecongregationgatheredforhisfuneral･HankMorganmakesthemost

ofwhathecallsthe=circusside=ofhisnaturetowintheadmirationofAr-

thurianEngland･WilsonglVeSthesamekindofperformance･Firsthetries

acommonplacejoketowintheapprovalofthecommunlty,butitrefuses

togetthejoke;thatis,thecommunityrefusestoshareacommonmodeof

communicationwithhim.Twenty-threeyearslater,though,hesucceedsin

impresslngDawson,sLandingwithhisdramaticeloquence･

Wilsonusesseveraldifferenttacticsindeliverlnghisspeech.Onbringlng

upthefingerprintmatter,heinvitestheaudiencetojolntheinvestigation

byexaminlngtheirownfingerprintsandmakingcomparisonswitheachother･

Inurglngthepeopletolookattheirownfingers･Wilsondoesnotforgetto

addthataverydelicateandintricatepatternmaybefoundonlybythose

=thathaveverysharpeyesight=(108);hethusrousesacompetitivespirit

amongthepeople-amOSteffectivetrapforDawson,sLandingtowalk

into,Sincetopresstowardthemarkofrecognlt10nbymakingdiligentef-

fortsisademocraticprivilege.Hesecurestheaudience,sattentionbyprocliim-



1ngtJathewillsurelynamethethiefwithinasetperiodoftime:Onemay

doubt.ifWilsonhasnotwrittenoutacarefulscenariosothatthemurderer

mightbehandcuffedandremovedfromtheroomattwelveo,clocksharp･

ThemannerinwhichWilsoninvitescertainpeopletoinspectthefingerprint

samplesresemblesthatofastagedirectorappolntlngtheactorstocarryout

theirasslgnedroles･Wilsonsucceedsinrevealingthetruth-thatTom･Who

hasbeenconsideredheirtoJudgeDriscoll,isinrealityamurdererandalso

amulattobybirth.Inthissense,Wilsonactsastheheromendingthedisrup-

tionbetweenappearanceofthingsandtherealityhiddenunderneathit･

Yettheconclusionofthenarrativeleavesreaderswithanimpressionthat

nota11iswell,despiteWilson,spersonalsuccessandtherestorationofthe

twoyoungmen,sidentities･Thisfuzzinessisduetothefactthatslaveryre-

mainsasitisattheendofthestory.ThehopethatWilsonmightwakeup

themorallydormantcommunityiscrushedwhentherevelationhemade,aS

amatteroffact,reSultsinsellingapersondowntheriverasaslave-a

fateconsideredmostdreadful.ItshouldalsoberememberedthatWilsonis

anexpertaccountant:itisrathernaturalthatheshouldofferhisservicein

calculatingthedebttheDriscollestateowesandwindingupitsaccountsby

SellingTom.

Infusinghimselfwiththecommunity,Wilsonloseshisindependentpoint

ofview,theobjectivityofwhichhasbeensustainedbyhiscol16ctionoffin-

gerprlntS･Heceases,thatis,tObeastranger-hero･Hisdesireto=belong,,

andhisindependenceofspiritareincompatible,justlikehanglngahalfof

theconglomeratetwinsorkillinghalfayelpingadogwouldkillthewhole

being.ThejokeaboutkillinghalfadogthatWilsonutteredinadvertently

inthebeginnlngmaybetakentoapplytohisownselfattheend･

Thesamejokeappliestothedir丘cultyTwainhadindealingwiththecharac-

terofDavidWilson-amaJOrdifficultyinthewholebook,aSamatter

offact.Twainwasinterestedinaman,srisefrominapproprlateObscurity

toeminence,andatthesametimehewasfascinatedwiththeideaofintroduc-

1ngaheroincommandofascientificskillthatnooneelseshareswithhim･

Hewasalsointentoncreatingaherowhowouldwakeupthecommunity

fromitsmoralindolence.Hisdesignwastorealizethesetwoideasinthe

slnglefigureofDavidWilson･Moralreformcan,however,neVerbeachieved
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withoutfightingwiththecorruptcommunity:aherocannotbeaheroifhe

expectsacceptanceinsteadofdefiance.Twainwasalwaysunwi11ingtocre-

ateaherowhoopenlyrebelsagainstthecommunity.TomSawyermayplay

tricksontheadultsinSt.Petersburg,butheneverrisesagainstthem.Huck-

1eberryFinnwitnesseswhatheconsidersnauseousincidentsontherivershore,

butheescapesinsteadofrebellingagainstthem.ThatTwainwasunableto

createafightingheromaybearenectionofhisownfearofantagonlZlng

thesocietyabouthim.

AlthoughPudd,nheadWiLsonbearsWilson'snameasthetitle,WeSeelit二

tleofhiminthemainbodyofthestory,WhileRoxyandTomseemtocause

thestorytodevelop.WhenWilsonglVeSaSOloperformanceforaslongas

eightpagestowardstheend,readersareevenmoresurprisedthanthepeople

ofDawson,sLanding.ItisratherapltythatTwainwasunabletomakean

effectiveuseofWilson,sroleasamoralobserverofthetown,SOtOSpeak,

throughhiscollectionoffingerprints.YettheseemlnglnCOnSistencywesee

inWilson-thatherisestoeminencebutinrealityfailstobecomeahero

-isbynomeansadigressionfromthetotaldesignofthefable･

4.Conclusion:Self･IdentificationTumedintoSeIf･Deception

Ofallhisworks,Pudd'nheadWiLsonshowsMarkTwainathisironicbest.

ItsheavilylrOnictone,thatdominatesthroughoutthebook,StrOnglysus-

tainsthestructureofthewholenarrative.Characteristicofanarrative,iro-

nyderivesfromthegapbetweenthenarrator,spointofviewandthatofthe

characters.Inordertomakethemostofsuchagap,Twaindidnotallow

hischaracterstocometolifeinsuchawayastodevelopontheirownor

totaketheplotintheirowhhands.Asalreadymentionedintheprevious

chapterofthisstudy,ithasbeenrevealedthatTwain,inspiredbySirFrancis

Galton,sn17gerPrints,WrOtethecourtroomsceneinwhichWilsonmakes

therevelationusinghiscollectionoffingerprintsfirstandthenreworkedthe

partsconcernlngRoxyandTomsoastomakethemconformtotheending･

Suchaprocessofdevelopmentisavitalfeatureofthecompositionofdetec-

tivenovels,1nWhichitisessentialthatthemechanismoftheplotworkex-

actlyasplanned.21Theinterestofanoralstorytellerandthatofawriter



ofadetectivenovelcoincidedinTwaintoproduceatalecompletelyunder

his own control.

TheironyprevalentinPudd,nheadWiLsonderivesfromthemechanism

ofself-deceptlOnthateachcharacteristrappedin･Itisfirstexplicatedby

thenarratorhimselfintheconsequenceofRoxy'schanglngOfthebabies･

ThefollowlngpaSSageneedstobequotedatlengthbecauseitisaslgnificant

Withallhersplendidcommonsenseandpracticalevery-dayability,Roxy

wasadotingfoolofamother.Shewasthistowardherchild･･･and

shewasalsomorethanthis:bythefictioncreatedbyherself,hewas

becomehermaster;thenecessltyOfrecognlZlngthisrelationoutwardly

andofperfectingherselfintheforms･･･hadmovedhertosuchdili-

genceandfaithfulnessinpractlClngtheseformsthat･･･itbecameauto-

matic and unconscious;then a naturalresult followed:deceptions

intendedsolelyforothersgraduallygrewpracticallyintoself-deceptlOnS

aswell….(19)

RoxydoesherbestincarrylngOuthercontrivance,butthemake-believeturns

intorealbelief.Sheentertainsgreatexpectationsofherson'smoralandfinan-

cialsuccessbecauseshebelievesthatthetralnlngherec.eivesasanaristocrat

willprovidehimwithsuchqualities;yetherhopesaredefeatedpreciselybe-

causeherasplrationsaredeceivedbyherson,Whohasbeensoindulgedthat

hebecomesmora11ycorrupted,eVenamurderer･Herschemetodeceivethe

communityappearstoworkwellatfirst-sincenobodynoticesthechangethat

tookplace,buteventuallysheisdeceivedbyherowncontrivance･

TomDriscollalsodeceiveshimselfandhandshimselfovertoJuStice.The

nightbeforethetrial,hedropsinatWilson'sjusttoamusehimsel(atthe

latter,sexpense.TomcarelesslytouchesoneofWilson,sglassstrlpSmarked

withafingerprlntandsoleaveshisownmarksuponit･Moreover,thestrlp

happenstobeasampleofRoxy'sandTominadvertently(Orrather,Yery

convenientlyfortheauthor)saysthat,aCCOrdingtothedatewrittenonthe

sample,hewasthensevenmonthsold(twomonthsaftertheexchange,)at

atimewhenRoxywas=nursingmeandherlittleniggercub"(103)･Thus,
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TomprovidesWilsonwithamplecluestothesolutionofthemurdercase

andalsototheexchangeofthechildrenbyRoxy.AsthefIythatnutters

aboutthecandleuntilatlastltgetSburned,TomdanglesaboutWilsonuntil

heisidentified and arrested.

Themechanismofself-deceptioninWilson'scaseislessapparentcom-

paredtothatofRoxyandTom.Wilson'seffortstowinacceptancefrom

Dawson'sLandingleadtohispresidingoverthecommunityasthemayor･

Wilsonassumestheroleofjustice-reStOrerintheend,yettheconsequence

OfhisrevelationleadstothesellingofTomasapleCeOfproperty,apraCtice

abhorredbyall.AIsocontradictorytohisdeterminationtorestorejustice

isthefactthatheinstigatedthecrimeinthebeginnlngbyplantlnginRoxy's

mindtheideaofchanglngthebabies.Attheend,hesoIvesthecrimehehas

himselfindirectlyinstlgated,1eavlngthreepersons-Roxy,TomandCham-

bers-unhappy.Hispersonalsuccessdepends,then,upOnOther'smisfortune.

Apatterncommonlyobservedincasesofself-deceptlOnisthattheper-

SOn'sattempttomakehimorherselffreebackfires.Tomcomesaroundand

fretsWilsonwiththeintentionofconfusingWilson'sdetectionsothathe

himselfwillnotbeindictedforthemurderthathecommitted;Roxybelieves

Shecanfreeherselffromthe.terrorofhersonbeingsolddowntheriver;

Wilsonstrivestobecomeanacknowledgedmemberofthecommunltyand

thusfreehimselffromridiculeandobscurlty.YetTomisarrestedandmade

aslave;Roxyintheendhashersonsolddowntheriverandhastoworry

abouthimfortherestofherlife;Wilsonservesamorallycorruptedcommu-

nlty.aSitsmayor.Ineachcase,Whatatfirstappearstobethewaytofree-

dom turns out to be the way to enslavement.Thelarge mechanism of

Self-deceptlOnthatthematicallyholdsPudd'nheadWiLsontogetherissup-

portedbyminorplotsthatinvoIvedifferentkindsofreversals.Tom,theyoung

=Marse,=fallsonhiskneesbeforehisformerslaveRoxy;Roxyshowspride

inhermiscegeneticfamilyhistorythathasforcedherintoslavery;theItalian

twinswhoarewelcomedatfirstarelaterreJeCted;TomdisgulSeShimselfas

afemalewhenhegoesaboutstealingandRoxywearsmen'sattireinheres-

Cape fromArkansastoSt.Louis,thusbothreverslngtheirsex.

Themechanismofself-deceptlOnthatleadsapersontoastateofenslave-

mentshowsonalargerscaleTwain'sunderstandingofhistory.Atthevery



beginningofthenarrative,Twainreferstohisstoryasa"chronicle"(3).

ThetermslgnifieshisintentiontoreconstructthepartofAmericanhistory

thathehaslivedhimself.HeknewofitscorruptlOn,Slaveryandgreedfor

money.l-IesawforDavidWilsonachancetobecomeasavlng-herowho

redeemsatleastonetowninAmericafromitscorruptedhistory.However,

ashasbeenalreadyshownabove,Wilson'sdesireto"belong"tothecom-

munityimmersedhiminitinsteadofcausinghimtoredeemit.Thisisthe

processofformlngaCOmmunlty,thatis,theprocessinwhichmanmakes

history.Justasslaveryexistedinthenineteenthcenturyinthesamewayas

itdidinthesixthandthesixteenthcenturies,itismanifestthathistoryrepeats

itsevilandfollyandthatmanisforeverenslavedtohistory･22

ItmaybeappropriatetorecallheretheendingofACon77eCticut】匂nkee

inKirzgArthur与CourtinabriefattempttocompareitwithPudd加head.

HankMorgan,Whohasobtainedpoliticalpoweras"theBoss,"bringsan

endtothewholesystemofknight-errantry,abolishesslavery,andproclaims

thenationtobearepublic.However,OnCetheoldestablishmentregalnS

authority,hefindsthateventhosewhomhethougbthehadsavedfrommis-

eryhaveturnedagalnSthim:

Why,eVentheverymenwhohadlatelybeenslaveswereinthe"righ-

teouscause,''andglorifyinglt,praylngforit,Sentimentallyslabbering

OVerlt,justlikeallothercommoners.ImaglneSuChhumanmuckasthis;

conceiveofthisfolly!23

Despitehislament,Hankfailstoseethatthewholesocialsystem,Whichis

laidonslavery,SerVeSaSanindispensablemeansofidentifyingone'sselfpsy-

Chologically.Twainconsidersthisdesiretobelongtoacertaincasteanes-

Sentialhumannature,andanecessaryone forasocietytomature.

InPudd'nhead,TwainleavesDawson'sLandinglnpeaCe,unlikethede-

structiveendinA ConnecticutYankee.Wilsonwithhissoundsenseandam-

bitionistherepresentativeoftheAmericanmiddleclass;WhereasHankMor-

ganbelongstothelowermassinwhosemoralityTwainhadlittlefaith･24The

middleclassrefusesthetyrannyofaristocracyandthemobruleofthelower

Classes,yetneedsbothofthemsothatitcanplaceitselfsafelyinbetween.
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MarkTwain,theadvocateoftherisingAmericanmiddleclass,WaSWe11aware

of this.Therefore,although he succeededin depicting the folly of the

aristocratictaintandslaverylntheUnitedStates,hedidnotgosofaras

todestroythemall.HeconformedtoandrepulsedagalnStthemiddle-Class

value;thetwoattitudesremainedinhisself,handinhand,1ikeapalrOf

Siamese brothers.

Anexaminationofatwenty-three-yearSpaninTwain,sliferevealsthat

acuriousresemblanceexistsbetweenWilson,shistoryoftwenty-threeyears

ofefforttorisefromobscuritytofameandthelifeofMarkTwainhimself･

TwainworkedonPudd,nheadmLsonfrom1892to1893.Goingbacktwenty-

threeyearsbringsusbackto1869-1870,bothmemorableyearsthatsawevents

crucialtohislife:77zeInnocentsAbroadwaspublishedin1869,andinthe

followlngyearhewasmarriedtoOliviaLangdon･Thesetwoeventsslgnified

hisliteraryandsocialdebutintheEasternestablishment･Duringthetwenty-

threeyearsthatfollowedhewonliteraryandworldlyrenown;hewasa=made

manforgood,,by1892･Atthesametime,however,agehadbeguntoun-

derminehishealthwithrheumatism.Hisfinanceswereseriouslycrlppled,

andhewasforcedonaneconomicexileinEurope.Twain'sbestdayshad

goneby,althougheverywhereintheworldhewasreceivedasa=1ion･,,Evi-

dently,hestoodataturningpolntinhislife.Whatdidhissuccessmeanto

him?Hadhebeenabletomaintainhisintegrity?Pudd'nheadmLsonmay

bereadinawayasanostensiblebiographyofDavidWilsoninwhichTwain

attemptedtoreexaminehisownlife･

AttheendofPudd加headmLson,Twainabandonshopeinmankindand

itsfuturehistory.Hedepictshowmanlivesessentiallyinbondagenotonly

byhavinginhumanitiesinflictedonhimbyhisfe1lowbeings,butalsobywalk-

1nglntOitonhisownaccord･Regardlessofcolor,birth,Orfaculty,man

isforeverinenslavement.Onlydeathcanemancipatehim.Thisistheview

ofmahatthecoreofthepessimismthathauntedTwainasamanandanartist･
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