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A Mythological Study of Nikolai Vasilievich Gogol’s work “Evenings on a Farm
Near Dikanka”—Gogol’s National Identity and Discourse of Ukraine

ONO Tokiko

This paper analyzes Nikolai Vasilievich Gogol’s work “Evenings on a Farm Near Dikanka”
as a myth of Ukraine. Although from Ukraine, Gogol wrote all of his works in Russian. The work
is analyzed in connection with his complicated national identity and the work’s hidden construction
is deciphered.

First, Gogol’s national identity is studied in the context of the history between Ukraine and
Russia. Ukrainian intellectuals carried their ethnic cultural movement from the 18" century to the
same period as Gogol. Gogol was a typical pro-Russian intellectual and had no interest in the
Ukrainian cultural movement. However, he was not free from his complex identity.

Second, “Evenings on a Farm Near Dikanka” is analyzed as a myth of the right of kings,
which describes the origin of the community. “Dikanka” consists of eight stories, all of which
concern marriage. As marriage is an important factor of mythology, the variation of marriage is
analyzed and we find that “Dikanka” is a fictional history of Ukraine that presents a fictional
nationality to not only Ukrainian but also Russian readers.

Third, the narrative construction of the work is discussed from the perspective of
contemporary readers and social context. “Dikanka” was a parody of the myth of the community,
and the narrative construction reveals it as a parody of Russian readers’ and Russian intellectuals’
orientalism to Ukraine.

In conclusion, “Dikanka” has a construction that presents Ukraine as oriental fantasy.
However, after Gogol, the construction was found in many literary works about Russia. This became

a method used in Russian literature to describe Russia with complex identity.
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