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2 Russia at the Close of the Sixteenth Century: the Treatise «Of the Russe Common Wealth» by Giles
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Manuscript. ed. by Edward A. Bond. (London: Hakluyt Society, 1856; repr., New York: Burt Franklin
Publisher, 1963), p. 187.

43



SR AR AR

&ﬁ<,47V4ﬁ®%%%1%¢$3ﬂ185&?%bt0%%i’@$%%ﬁbﬁﬂ
>7-, 3 H 18 H, ZOH, FERIIWANL LT, PEE-LERMIZLT S0

H oz Sz, LRI B i,Hﬂm@i@i—Hi%bofwﬁw,kE%
L, BHEETAZDOTDDER->TIELY, ML, EWiE, BBICA->THLLF
% 3WTAKREBRR T H v « R=J AX A ZHFICT = AEEL O & LTHETTWH
DERPICEMELZEZ L, Bz Ko TIATFIZENTZ, £OFITIE TER] OFREY
LTz, A T UERRMLARSETL, 7 LAY CVORRFERREIIZES LT,
FBAT O, SO bITEEME I, 3

Ivan the Terrible and his Treacherous Court Physician Eliseus Bomelius

KURIHARA Shigeo

Eliseus Bomelius (died ¢.1575), physician and astrologer of Dutch-German origin, was one
of the favorites of Ivan the Terrible and served him as court physician for several years, but was
involved in the court intrigues and died after brutal torture on the rack. Bomelius was a mystery
man who had a checkered career in the convulsed times of religious and political conflict between
Protestantism (the Anglican Church) and Catholicism in England of the 16" century.

Protestant Bomelius was under the patronage of Mrs. Bertie, née Catharine Willoughby of
noble birth, titled as Duchess of Suffolk, and was educated at the University of Cambridge, where
he proceeded to the degree of medicine. As a physician and astrologer Bomelius made a high
reputation in London. Soon after, in 1567 Bomelius lost his fame, being arrested at the instance of
Dr. Thomas Francis, president of the College of Physicians, for practicing medicine without
license of the college. Bomelius became a great trouble to Sir William Cecil, influential politician
of the English Government , and politely exiled to Russia as one of most important export items —
medical doctors needed by the Kremlin court — of Muscovy Company (the Russian Company,
body of English merchants trading with Russia, founded in 1555).
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Eliseus Bomelius, condemned by as an enemy to Russia as well as to England, met a
violent end far beyond the understanding of ordinary mortals. He was an unfortunate victim of
English diplomacy with Muscovite Russia.
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