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Between Poetry and Prose — Danilo Ki§' The Attic

OKU Ayako

The Yugoslav writer Danilo Ki§ (1935-1989) is commonly known as a novelist in spite of his
life-long passion for writing poetry, which is reflected in the fact that both his first and last work are
poems. Placed in this context, the fact that his first novel, The Attic (1962), has the subtitle "Satirical
Poem" becomes important. The purpose of this paper is to explore the meaning of the subtitle, while
examining the border between poetry and prose in Ki§' work.

The paper first examines the structure of the novel that consists of 11 loosely connected

chapters. The overall fragility of the structure is not only due to the uncertainty of the present tense,

2 Danilo Ki§, "Savest jedne nepoznate Evrope" in GTI, p.173.
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but also due to the fact that each chapter is divided into several sections written in different styles,
such as prose poem, conversation and drama. The story is based on the legend of Orpheus, whose
name the protagonist adopts for himself. The image of the protagonist, however, is diametrically
opposed to the legendary Orpheus. This leitmotiv indicates two themes: that of "love poem" and
"literature about literature." The former is derived from Orpheus' love for "Eurydice," while the
latter draws on the long history of the Orpheus myth as a literary source.

While the first theme of the novel is represented through the female character "Eurydice,"
the second can be seen in the character of the protagonist's friend, Igor. The paper first takes up the
aspect of "love poem" and analyzes Eurydice’s metamorphosis, pointing out that she also presents
Mary Magdalene. Furthermore, the paper considers the writer's original poetic language and the role
of verse poems in the novel, showing how the poetic elements are interwoven with the prose. The
paper also examines the aspect of "novel about novel" by discussing the role of Igor, and argues that
he is the protagonist himself, that is to say, that he is the protagonist's Doppelgéinger. Igor disturbs
the tone of "love poem" with his logos, and his existence makes the work recursive. Here many
literary techniques, such as parody and citations can be seen, so the novel could be regarded a
creation of pastiche, as well as metafiction. It can be viewed as a storehouse of the author's literary
ideas and techniques.

The inconsistency in the literary style becomes the target of the "satire", and the subtitle itself
indicates one of the most important problems in today's literature - the problem of "authenticity."
The protagonist at the end decides to descend from the attic where he enjoyed "literary experiences",
in order to face the real world, and obtain real "life experiences." Literature needs reality or else its
language loses the charm it had in the days of ancient Orpheus. Judging from the above analyses, the
paper concludes that The Attic authentically reflects the author's inner conflict between poetry and

prose, quest for authenticity of language and for life experience.
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