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The Place of Garden, Ashes in Kis$'s autobiographical trilogy

OKU Ayako

Danilo Ki3 (1935-1989) wrote a series of books which make up his autobiographical trilogy; Garden,
Ashes (1965), Early Sorrows (1969) and Hourglass (1972). All of the books deal with almost the
same time, space, events and main characters. Ki$ however reordered the trilogy by exchanging the
first two books, contradicting the publication order. Many critics follow him on this point without
consideration. This paper examines Garden, Ashes as the first book of the trilogy.

Kis explains that the exchange makes the trilogy a sort of Buildungsroman. Buildungsroman
is the word which normally indicates a story of the psychological growth of the main character, but
in his thinking, it indicates also books which show the development of literary forms. From the
aspect of techniques, the formal development can be understood as change of viewpoint in regard to
the main characters. Ki$ emphasizes that Hourglass comes to the ultimate "objective narration". But
the explanation seems to be an afterthought since it took more than a decade to reach such concrete
description of Buildungsroman.

Taking these contradictions into consideration, the paper analyses the trilogy by following
how the main characters, especially the father and the mother, are depicted. In Early Sorrows, while
the mother appears as a positive character, the father represents negativity just by his frequent
absence. In Hourglass only the father appears. The mother and even the narrator disappear. This
novel tries to deepen the father's negative character to the end by the "objective narration". And in
Garden, Ashes, both thé mother and the father are ambiguous. That is to say, the mother takes the
direction of life/death which is symbolized in the word "garden", and the father takes the direction of

death/life, metaphorically presented in the word "ashes". It is evident that the title of this novel
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meaningfully expresses these two contrary directions.

The paper concludes that Garden, Ashes takes an important place as the origin of the trilogy.
Though Kis$ reordered the books in an attempt to emphasize the "objective narration” in Hourglass,
it is clear that from nothing but this origin the trilogy grew in two directions. While Early Sorrows is
a collection of short stories that describes the direction of life with lyrical emotions, Hourglass is the

very novel in which a person facing the imminence of death is described with irony and reality.
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