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” My first visit to Japan was very fruitful. I had a lively and stimulating
exchange with academics in Osaka, Nara, Kyoto, and Tokyo; the people I met were
invariably kind and helpful. I wish to thank in particular Professor Murakami
from Osaka University and Professor Numano from Tokyo University for organising
my lectures and for their hospitality as well as the faculty and the graduate
students at the Department of Russian in Tokyo University for their thoughtful
and engaging comments on the lecture 1 gave there. I keep very fond memories

from my trip and from the conversations with my Japanese colleagues and
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