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English has been spoken or used as a foreign language in Japan for some time now so
it is unsurprising that there is a long history of controversies surrounding English. The
issues in question are varied (e.g. “When should we start learning English?” and
“How should English be taught?””). Like many other kinds of controversies, such
issues have been divided loosely into two separate camps based on people’s beliefs,
values, or ideologies. Additionally, there are some variations in the opinions or
ideological standpoints within each of the groups. In this review paper, | analyze
various meanings and purposes of learning English and becoming able to use English
in Japan as narrated by the two sides of the ideological groups. I explore how various
English controversies occurred in different time periods in the Japanese society, and
discuss some of the specific issues arising from the analysis of the controversies.
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Let me summarize then what I mean by a person-in-context relational view of motivation.
I mean a focus on real persons, rather than on learners as theoretical abstractions; a focus
on the agency of the individual person as a thinking, feeling human being, with an identity,
a personality, a unique history and background, a person with goals, motives and
intentions; a focus on the interaction between this self-reflective intentional agent, and the
fluid and complex system of social relations, activities, experiences and multiple micro-
and macro-contexts in which the person is embedded, moves, and is inherently part of. My
argument is that we need to take a relational (rather than linear) view of these multiple
contextual elements, and view motivation as an organic process that emerges through the
complex system of interactions.

(Ushioda, 2009, p. 220)
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