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PLATO,SCONCEPTIONOFEPIST豆M豆

AMANOMasayuki

Epistimil)isthemainthemeoftheTheaetetus,OneOfPlato'slatedialogues･Itisnot,
however,thepurposeofthispapertoexamineortoelucidatePlato,sconceptofqpIStemeln

thatdialogue.Inthispaper,anattemPtWillbemade(1)toshowawayofunderstanding

Plato,sphilosophyasawhole,Withhisdevelopmenttakenintoconsideration,Onthe

assumptlOnthathisconceptlOnOfepist6m百playedaleadingrole,lyingatthebasisofhis

Philosophyandguidinghisphilosophicaldevelopment,and(2)toconfirmthisa苧SumPtion
atthesametime,PartlybyshowlnghowPlatodevelopedhisowntheoryofqpistim60nthe

basisoftheSocraticconceptionofWisdom(spphia),Whichheinheritedinallprobability

fromhistoricalSocrates,PartlybyshowlnghowthisassumptlOnPrOVidesuswithawayof

understandingPlato,sphilosophicaldevelopmentasaconsistentoneinpnnciple･

1.TheroleofqpistimiinPlato'sphilosophy

Ithas traditionallybeen amatterofgeneralagreementthatPlato,s philosophyis

characterizedbythetheory▼OfForms･Tobesure,thetheoryofFormsconstitutes a

conspICuOuSfeatureofPlato,sphilosophy,Whichis,Onthataccount,famousforthetheory,

but,needlesstosay,1tlSnOtthewholeofhisphilosophy･2)Ifone丘xesone,seyessolelyona

conspICuOuSfeature,OnemayWe11bemisled･Hence,ifwewanttounderstandPlato's

philosophycorrectly,WeShouldtrytounderstandthetheoryofFormS,nOtbyitself,butwithin

theframeworkofthewholeofhisphilosophy･Andthekeytounderstandinghisphilosophy

asawhole,Ithink,ishisownpeculiarconceptlOnOfqpistim百,Whichismorefundamentalin

Plato'sphilosophy(fbrthereasonIwillexplainshortly)thanthetheoryofFormS･

Buttheremaybeanobiection:Since,SOmeOnemaySay,qPIStemelSSPeCifiedbyPlatoas
knowledgeofForms,3)isn,titmorenaturaltothinkthatthetheoryofFormsandPlato's

conceptlOnOfqpistim5dependuponeachother,thanitistothinkthelatterismore

fundamentalthantheformer?No,itisn,t･Iwillexplainbriefly,tObeginwith,thereasonwhy･

Plato,sprlmaryCOnCerninhisearlydialogueswasethicalproblems,eSPeCiallya

questionastohowto`1ivewell'(euzbl),i･e･howtoleadamorallygoodlife,andheseems

tohavethoughtthekeytothequestionwastheso-CalledSocraticthesis:'virtueis

qpistim6,･4)Virtueandqpistimitherefbreweretwomainthemesofhisearlyphilosophical

investigation.AnditisinthecourseofthisinvestigationthatheintroducedFormS(esp･Of

virtues)astheobjectsof印istimi;5)hedistinguished,inthemiddledialogues,q)istim百
fromdoxa,6)thoughtthat,Whiletheobjectsofdoxaweresensible'manythings'(tapolla),

thoseofqpistim6werenot7),andca11edthelatter'Forms'(eid60rideai)･Besides,While
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thedoctrineofRecollection(anamnisis)hadbeenintroducedintheMenotoexplainhowit

ispossibletoacqulre甲istim6,WithoutintroducingthetheoryofFormsatthesametime,

thesamedoctrinewasintroducedinthePhaedo,Whichisgenera11ythoughttohavebeen

WrittenaftertheMeno,WithFormSaStheo句ectsofq,istim6.SinceFormswereintroduced
inthisway,ltisqultenaturaltothinkthatPlato'sconceptlOnOfFormsisdependentupon

hisconceptlOnOfqpistim6.Moreover,afterhavingpresentedcriticalargumentsinthe

ParmenidesagalnStFormS,thefirstthingPlatodid-i.e.intheTheaetetus,Whichisnow

generallythoughttohavebeenwrittennexttotheParmenides-WaStOre-eXaminethe

COnCePtOfqpistim6withoutanyexplicitreferencetothetheoryofForms.Thisfactalso

SeemStOSuggeStthathisconceptlOnOfqpIStemelSmOrefundamentalthanthetheoryof

Foms.

2.TheinfluenceofSocrates

Plato'scohceptlOnOfq,istim6,inthefirstplace,SeemStObe,initsessence,Whathe

inherited from Socrates right at the beginnlng Of his philosophicalcareer.If this

interpretationis■right,andif,aSIarguedinthelastsection,Plato'sconceptlOnOfFormsis

dependentuponhisconcept10nOfepistim百,thenitwillbereasonabletoassume,inthe

SeCOndplace,thatPlato'sconceptlOnOfqpistbn百guidedQrregulatedthewholecourseofhis

Philosophicaldevelopmentfromtheverybeginnlng,1yingatthebasisoftheframeworkof

hisphilosophy,WithinwhichthetheoryofFormswasintroducedinthemiddledialogues.

Asamatteroffact,eVenintheearlydialogues,i.e.beforetheintroductionofthetheoryof

Forms,hisinvestlgationseemstohavebeenfundafnentallyregulatedbythatconceptlOn.

Whatisit,then,thatIclaimSocratesbequeathedtoPlato?ItishisconceptlOnOfWisdom

(sqphia),WhichissetforthbytheSbcratesinthe4pologyQfSoとrates(hereafter,Apology).

Inthisdialogue,ahepisodeistoldconcemingSocrates'Wisdom(Cf.20e-23c).

OnceChaerephon,afriendandenthusiasticadmireroflSocrates,VisitedDelphi

andconsultedanoracle･HeaskediftherewasanyonewiserthanSocrates,and(

receivedanoraclethattherewasn't.WhenSocratesheardthisstory,hecouldn't

makeoutthemeanlngOftheoracle,becausehedidnotthinkhewaswise′atall∴

Afterduedeliberation,however,itoccurredtohimthathecouldpossiblyrefutethe

OraClebyprovlngthattherewassomeonewiser･thanhimself.Heconsequently

Visitedandexamined,Oneafteranother,thosewhowerethoughtbypeople,and

thoughtthemselves as well,tObewise.Socratesthought,aStheresultofhis

examination,thatnoneofthemwaswise,becausetheyallprovedtobeignorantof

kalonkagathon(literally`whatis beautifulandgood',COnVentionally`human

excellence'or'virtue').Forthatmatter,Socrateswasnomorewisethanthey.But,

WhiletheywerenotawareofnotknowlI痩kalonkagathon,hewaswellawareofnot
knowlngit.Heconcludedfromthisfactthathewaswiserthananyone-elseinthat

healonewasawareofnotknowlngkalonkagathon,thoughtthatnoonebuttheGod
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WaSabsolutelywise,andunderstoodthepointoftheoraclewasthat▼thewisdomofa

humanbeingwasoflittleornoworth.8)Andthereafter,thinkingitwasthedivine

Willthathewastoexamineanyonewhothoughthimselftobewiseand,ifheproved

nottobewise,tOPrOVeandmakehimrealizethathewasnotwise,Socratesdidso

indeftrencetothedivinewillandneverceasedtodo.

ThisepisodeprovidesuswithtwoimportantpolntSCOnCernlngtheWisdomconceived

OfbySocrates.Inthefirstplace,itisakindofknowledge,i.e.knowledgeofkalon

kagathon,inotherwords,knowledgeofvirtue.Secondly,theconditionsofitmustbefar

morestrlngentthanthoseofthewisdomintheusualsense,SinceSocratesdidnotglVe

CreditforWisdomtothosewhowereregardedbypeopletobewise;mOreOVer,thereisno

One,aCCOrdingtoSocrates,WhohasWisdom.

IclaimthisSocraticconcept10nOfWisdomunderliesPlato'sconcept10nOfqpistimi,9)

forPlatoseemstohavethoughtabouthisepistim百thathardlyanybodyhadone(Cf.e.g.

Phd･76b;.Seealson.13).Ⅰ'mgoingtoclarify{inthispaper,Plato'sconceptionofqpistim6,

PrlnCipallywithregardtothesecondpolntabove.

Buttheremaybeano句ectionthatqpistimiandWisdomarenotthesamething.This

O切ectioncanbemet,inaway,byadducinganargumentintheverydialoguewhosemain
themeis甲ist百m百(i.e.intheTheaetetus),bywhichargumentitisprovedthatWisdom

and qpist百m百are the_Samething(145d-e).Butthere remains a question.IfPlato

inheritedSocraticconceptlOnOfWisdom,Whydidn'thealsousetheword'sqphia'itself

insteadof'qpist百m百'?Thisisadifficultquestiontoanswer.Ⅰ'dliketoprt)POSeOne

POSSibleinterpretation.

Socratesusedtheword`sophia'inthetraditionalsenseof'practicalwisdomforliving

We11(euzin)'ontheonehand,butheseemstohaveimposedrestrictionsonthesqphiain

thetraditional-SenSe On theother.rHe seems to have thoughtthat sqphia shouldbe

theoreticallywell-grOunded.Forhismethodofrefutation(elenchus)presupposesthatone

Whohassqphiamustbeabletoansweranyrelevantquestionscorrectly.ThisabilitylS

SPeCifiedbyPlato,inhismiddleandlatedialogues,aSanabilityto`giveanaccount.'

(dounailogon),OraSanabilityto`giveandreceiveanaccount'(dounaitekaidexasthai

logon),i･e･tO`exchangequestionsandanswers'(Cf.Rep.VII534d),inotherwords,tO

`discussdialectically'.Thus,PlatothoughtthatSbcraticspphiamustbegroundedon

logos,10)thatistosay,lnOurlanguage,theoreticallywell-grOunded･IsupposePlatoused

theword`qpistim6'todesignatetheSocraticsqphiasoastodistinguishitfromthe

inthetraditionalsense.11)

Theremaybeanothero叫ectionthatseelngthattheSocratesinPlato'searlydialogues

PurSued definitions of virtues(e.g.courage,mOderation,Piety),qPistim百must be

knowledgeofdefinitionsafterall,WhichmustbedifferentfromSocraticWisdom･Perhaps

SuChaninterpretationresultsfromtheinfluenceofAristotle'sevidence,Ontheonehand,

thatSocrateswasengagedexclusivelyinethicalmattersandkepthismindondefinitions

(Cf･Metqph･A6,987bl-4),12)andfromourownprqiudice,Ontheotherhand,COnCemingthe
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COnCePtOfqpistim百.13)IfSocratesinPlato'searlydialogues(OrPlato･himselりdidpursue

definitionsofvirtues,WeCannOtbutsaythatallhisattemptsresultedinfailure.Sulchan

interpretationisnotentirelyimplausible,-though.For;aCCOrdingtotheconcludingremarks

OftheSocratesinthe771eaetetuS,eVenifaninvestlgationhasresultedinfailure,itdoesnot

necessarilyfollowthatithasbeenmadetonopurpose(Cf.Tht.210b-C).Nevertheless,the

Socratesintheearlydialoguesseems,nOttOPurSuedefinitionsofvirtuesincollaboration

Withhisinterlocutor,buttoexamineandrefutehim,eSPeCiallywhenwetakeSocrates'

mission,mentionedinthepassageoftheApologyquotedabove,intoconsideration.Soitis

farmorereasonabletointerpretthediscussionsintheearlydialogues`asaprocessof

examinlngandrefutingthosewhoappearto,butinreality･donot,haveWisdom,14)thanas

thatofpursulngdefinitionsofvirtues.

3.Logos

Platosaysthatonewhohasqpistimiofanythingshouldbeabletodounailogon('give

anaccount')aboutit(Cf.Phd.76b,Sym.202a,Rep.VII534b).`LIOgOS'inthisphraseisnow

generallyinterpretedasdefinition.Ifthisinterpretationisapproprlate,thenq)istim6willbe

Whatwecall'knowledge'.But,SuChaninterpretationisuntenable∴

Inthefirstplace,aSIsaidabove,Platoalsosaysofonewhohas甲istimiofanything

thatoneshouldbeabletodounaitekaidexasthailogon('giveandreceiveanaccount'or

`exchangequestionsandanswers'or'discussinadialecticalmanner')aboutit(Cf･Rqp･VII

531e,771t.202c).Itisobviousthat`logos'inthisphrasedoesnotmean'dennition'･

Inthesecondplace,therequlrementindicatesadynamicabilitytOanSWeranyrelevant

questions,ratherthanstaticknowledgestoredinthememory･15)

WhatkindofabilitylSit,then?Thereisnoinstance,inPlato'sdialogues,inwhichthis

abilitylSeXhibitedbyanycharacter,butnegativeinstancesareglVenabundantlyinwhich

lackoftheabilitylSreVealed;theseinstancesareprovidedbythosewhoarerefutedby

Socrates.WearehenceobligedtotrytogetaclueastowhattheabilitylSand,eVentually,

astowhatqpistbn6is,fromthemethodoftheSocraticrefutation(elenchus)･

4.ThemetbodoftheSocraticelenchus

Itis not because he knows the truth that Socratesis successfulin refuting his

interlocutor(Cf.4pol.23a,Charm.165b-C).Hismethodofrefutationconsists,inshort,in
bringlngOuthisinterlocutor,sinconsistency･Socratesaskshisinterlocutor,inthefirst

Place,aqueStionconcern1ngamatterOfethicsandgetsananswerfromhim･Thenheasks

himseveralotherquestions,Whichseemirrelevantatfirstsight,andelicitshisanswerto

eachquestion･And,intheend,heindicatestheinconsistencyoftheanswers･

Socratesexaminesinthismanner,nOtWhetheracertainstatement(i.e.theinterlocutor's

answertotheinitialquestion)istrueornot,butwhethertheinterlocutor'sopinionsare

COnSistentornot.Iftheywereconsistent,Socrateswouldgivehimcreditforsophiaor
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qpistim6･Welearnfromthismethod,first,thatqpIStemelSnOt■aSlnglepleCeOfknowledge

butacomplexofpiecesof･knowledge,and,SeCOndly,thatconsistencylSaneCeSSary

COnditionofqpistimi.Consistency,however,isnotnecessarilythestlmCientconditionof

qpIStemeaSWe11･Whatisthesumcientcondition,then?Thisquestionwillbe;considered

below,1nSeCtion7.

5･Thestagesleadingtoqpistimi

Letusseewhatqpistim6isfromanotherviewpolnt,i･e･fromthatofthestagesbywhich

WeattaintoquISteme.

IntheMeno,aSIsaid■above,thedoctrineofRecollectionisintroducedtoexplainhowit

is possibleto acqulre qPistim百,and,Since Meno,theinterlocutorofSocrates,is not

COnVincedofthedoctrine,Socratestakesituponhimselftodemonstratehow aboy,

1gnOrantOfgeometry,nndsoutageometricaltruthbyReco11ection.

Socratesdrawsasquafewithsidestwofeetlongontheground,andaskstheboy

Whatthelengthofthesideswillbeofasquarewithtwicetheareaofthatofthe

glVenOne･TheboyglVeSareadyanswerthatitistwicethelengthofthesidesofthe

givensquare(i.e.fourfeet).Heisconfidentthatheknowsthecorrectanswer,

althoughhedoesnotknowitinreality.Now,Socratesaddslinestothe丘gureonthe

groundtoconstructanothersquarewithsidestwiceaslongasthoseoftheglVenOne,

tellstheboythatthesecondsquarehasfourtimestheareaofthatoftheglVenOne,

andgiveshimahintthatthe.sidesofthesquareinquestionarelongerthantwofeet

and shorterthanfour.Thentheboy glVeS aSeCOndanswerthatthelengthin

questionisthreefeet･Now,SocratesaddslinesqgalntOCOnStruCtathirdsquare

Withsidesthreefeetlongandtellstheboythatwhiletheareaofthesquarein

questioniseightsquarefeet,thatofthethirdoneisninesquarefeet.TheboylSata

lossandcannotglVeananSWeranymOre.Now,SocratesglVeSahintagainby

drawlngadditionallines･Therebytheboy丘ndsoutatlastthatthelengthinquestion

isthatofthediagonalofthegivensquare.(Cf.82b-85b)

Hastheboyacquiredqpistimi,then?No,hehasn't.ForSocratessaysthattheboyhas

Onlyhadhisowntruedoxaawakened,andthatifsomeoneaskshimthesamequestionover

andoveragainandinvariousways,thenhewillacquireq,istimi.(Cf.85c-d)

Accordingtothisdemonstration,therearefburstagesbywhichoneattainsrtoqpISteme.

(l)Onethinksthatoneknowstruthaboutsomethingwhileonedoesn't.

(2)Oneisataloss丘ndingthatonedoesn'tknowthetruth.

(3)One丘ndsoutthetruth.

(4)Oneacquiresqpistbn6.
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ThestagesleadingtoqpIStemelSeXPOundedagalnintheseventhbookoftheRqpublic

usingasimile(i.e.thesimileoftheCave),butitisnotclearifthestagesintheMenolisted

aboveexactlycorrespondtothoseintheβqpublic･

ItmaybesaidinthisconnectionthatS10CrateS,argumentSintheearlydialoguesalways

CeaSeatthesecondstage,theslgnificanceofwhichstageisexplainedintheMenoas

follows‥atfirsttheboyhadnomindtomakeanefforttofindoutortolearnthetruth

becausehethoughtheknewitwhileinrealityhedidn,t,butafterhavingfalleninto

PerPlexity(qporia)andhavingrealizedhedidn'tknow,hebegantodesiretoknowthe

truth,andthushewaspro丘tedbyfallingintoperplexity(Cf.84c).Thisexplanationseemsto

tellushowtoreadPlato'searlydialogues.

Itisnoteworthythatthestageoffindingout-and,aStheresult,Ofknowlng-the

truthandthatofacqulnngqPistim百aredistinguished･16)Thismeansthatqpistim百oughtto

bedistinguishedffom(Whatwecall)knowledge.Whatwillbenecessary,then,fortheboy

toacqulreqPistim百?Socratesdoesnotexplainwhatitis･Theboymaybeabletorepeat

WhatSocratestoldhim,butifsomeonerequlreShimastrictlygeometricaldemonstration,

hewillbeunabletoglVeOne･WhathelacksisanabilitytoglVeaStrictlygeometrical

demonstration,WhichabilitylS tObe obtainedbymasterlng thebasicknowledge of

geometryandthemethodofgeometricaldemonstration･Inotherwords,Whathelacksis

theknowledgeofgeometryasasystemofdemonstrationorasystematicunderstandingof

geometricaldemonstration.17)

ConcernlngPhilosophicalinvestlgation,ahypotheticalmethodisproposedinthe

Phaedo,andismadeuseoftoproveimmortalityofsouls･Inthismethodtoo,SyStematlClty

SeemStObepostulated.Toshowthis,Iwilltakeupthemethodnext･

6.ThehypotheticaltheoryofForms

In the Phaedo,the so-Called'theory ofForms,isintroduced,in one passage,in

COrUunCtionwiththedoctrineofRecollection･Itisprovedonthebasisofthisdoctrinethat

oursoulshadknownFormsandhadhenceexistedbeforewewereborn(Cf.73cff.).The

doctrineofRecollectiontherefbreentailsthatFormSrealけexistinthesameworldasthatin

whichoursoulshadexistedbeforewewereborn(Cf.Phdr.246a-250c);Otherwise,itdoes

notfollowthatoursoulshadreallyexistedbeforewewereborn･18)Thusthedoctrineof

Recollectionismysticalanddogmatic･SoIwillcallthe'theoryofForms,connectedwith

thedoctrineofRecollection'thedogmaticdoctrine(ratherthantheory)ofForms'･Inthe

Samedialogue,the`theoryofForms,ofapparentlydifferenttypeisintroduced,inanother

PaSSage,tOglVeafinalproofofimmortalityofsouls･Accordingtothis'theory',the

existenceofFormSisnothingbutahypothesis(Cf.99dff.)19).Iwillcallit`thehypothetical

theoryofFormS,･ThesetwotypesoftheoryofFormsseemtobefundamentallydifferent,

because,While the dogmatic doctrine ofForms entails realexistence ofForms,the

hypotheticaltheoryofFormsdoesn,t･Ofthesetwo,thehypotheticaltheoryofFormsis

presentedasatheof71nthepropersenseoftheword,because,inthefirstplace,itis
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PrOPOSedasabettermethodofexplainingcauseswhichistoreplacephysicalmethod(クeri

Physe6shistoria[Phd･96a]),andbecause,inthesecondplace,aSIwillexplainshortly,(1)

itisdeclaredtobeamethodbasedonhypothesis(inthisrespect,itcanbecomparedto

modernscientifictheory),(2)criterionoftruthisgiven,and(3)howtoverify,Orrather
JuStify,thehypothesisisexplained･Suchanexplanationofthe'theoryofForms,isn,t

glVenanyWhereelseinallofPlato'sdialogues.

Now,SincethehypotheticaltheoryofFormsispresentedasatheofT,itisreasonableto

SuPPOSethatPlatomusthavephilosqphical秒COmmittedhimselftoit(whilehemaywell
havemoralゆOrethicalb7COmmittedhimselftothedogmaticdoctrineofForms).20)And,

Since,nOtOnlyareFormsunintelligibleo句ectsforus,butalsothereisnoevidence,either
inthePhaedo(thefirstdialogueinwhichthe'theoryofForms'wasintroduced)orinany

Otherdialogues,thattheauthorhimselfhadknowledgeorqpist百miof/aboutForms,itis

qultePlausibletosupposethatthetheoryofFormsasaphilospphicaltheorylSnOtOnly

hypotheticalinitsorlgin,butalsoessentia11yso.Ithereforethinkitwillbeofuseforour

PurPOSetOeXamineindetailthehypotheticaltheoryofFormsinthePhaedo.(Therelation

Ofthetwotypesof'theoryofFormS'willbedealtwithinthenextsection.)

Inthefirstplace,thehypotheticalmethodisintroducedwhichischaracterizedasan

investigationin(sc･bymeansof)logoi(logicalandtheoreticalarguments),andisexplained

asfollows:hypothesizingineachcasethelogos(i.e.thehypothesis)thatIjudgetobethe
StrOngeSt,Icountastruewhateverseemstometoaccordwithit,andwhateverdoesn't

SeemtOaCCOrdwithit,Idonotcountastrue(100a).21)

Next,thestrongesthypothesisispresented:thereexistForms,theBeAutifu1,theGood,

theLarge,andsoon(100b).22)

Then,aCOnCOmitanthypothesisisadded:ifanythingotherthantheBeautiful,23)for

example,is beautifu1,itisbecauseitparticipatesin the Beautiful(100c).Socrates

COmmentSOnthishypothesisasfollows.

IfanyOnetellsmeofanything,eXPlainingwhyitisbeautiful,thatithasabloomlrlg

COlororsuchandsuchashapeorsomethingelselikethat,Iwi11disregardsuchan

explanation･AndtheonlythingIhavetosaylS-mayitbesimple,artlessand

Perhapsnaive-thatwhatmakesitbeautifulisnothingelsebutthepresenceof,Orits

COmmunionwith,OrSOmeOtherrelation-Whateveritmaybe-tO,theBeautiful･I

havenomindtoinsistonanyparticularrelationship･24)ButIdoinsistthatitisbythe

Beautifil(dativeinGreek)thatallbeautifu1thingsarebeautifu1.(100c-d)

WemusttakenoteoftwopolntSOfimportanceinvoIvedinthesewordsofSocrates.

First,heavoidsdefiningwhatitistobebeautifulor,inotherwords,WhattheBeautifu1is.

Secondly,Withregardtothenotoriousrelationof'partlCIPation,,heavoidscommittlng

himselftoanyspeci丘cationoftherelation.25)

Now,howisthehypothesisitselftobejustified?Orisitsimplytobeaccepted?Asfor

thisproblem,Socratesexplainsasfbllows(101d-e).
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(a)Ifanybnefastensuponthehypothesisitself,yOuShoulddisregardhimandnot

answerhimuntilyouhaveexaminediftheconsequencesofitaccordwitheachother

ornot._(b)Andwhenyouhavetogiveanaccountofthehypothesisitself,`yOu

shoulddosointhesameway,thatis,byhypothesizinganotherhypothesiswhich

seemsbestamonghypotheses ofahigherlevel,untilyouarriveatsomething

sufficient･Onthatoccasion,yOuShouldnotJumble,aStheeristicsdo,theargument

abouttheprinciple(archi)andoneabouttheconsequencesofit･26)

(a)suggestsaprocedureoftestin苫Validityofrthehypothesisbyexaminingifthe

consequencesofthehypothesisareconsistent･ThisprocedurerequlreS,forthehypothesis

toprovetobevalid,thatyouexamineaboutalltheconsequencesofitiftheyareconsistent･

HowissuchaneXaminationpossiblewithoutsystematlCltyOfexamination?Itremindsme

oftheargumentsintheSecondPartoftheParmenides,althoughPlatomaynothavehad

suchaconcreteanddetailedideawhenhewrotethePhaedo.(b)explainsaprocedureof

JuStifyingthehypothesisbyanotherhypothesisofahigherlevel･
Now,aCCOrding tothese explanations,the hypotheticaltheory ofForms may be

summarizedasfollows.

(1)EachoftheFormSishypothesizedtoexistwithoutbeingdefinedwhatitis･27)

(2)OnthebasisofthehypothesisaconsistentsystemistobeconstruCted･1

(3)Thehypothesisitselfistobejusti丘ed`byanotherhypothesisofahigherlever･

HereIwanttoraisetwoquestions･First,Whatkindofsystemistobeconstructedonthe

basisofthehypothesisthatFormsexist?Islitadeductivesystemlikethatofmathematics?

ButwhatslgnificantconsequencescouldbededucedfromthehypothesisalonethatForms

exist?Asamatteroffact,thefinalproofofimmortalityofsouls,Whichisbasedonthe

hypotheticaltheoryofForms,makesuseofalotofpremisesbesidesthehypothesisitself･

Arethesepremisesalsohypotheses?Ifso,thewholesystemmaybeadeductiveone･But

itisqulteunlikelythatPlatothoughttheywerehypotheses,becausehedoesn'tcallthem

`hypotheses,and,mOreOVer,theexamplesofhypothesesofmathematicsinthesimileofthe

LineintheRqpublicVIareobviouslynotpremisesofmathematics(Seen･22)･Whatisthe

difference,then,betweenhypothesisandpremise?･Itisadifficultquestiontoanswer･Ⅰ'd

liketopropose､mylnterPretationwiththehelpofthesimi1eoftheLineintheRqpublic･

SincePlatosaysinthesimilethatmathematiciansdonot`giveaccount'(logondidonai)

abouttheirhypotheses(510c-d),thesearetobeconstruedasthebaseofthestructureof

mathematics,nOtaSaPartOfit･Ithink,therefore,thatweshoulddistinguishourbasic

舟ameworkqfthinking(Seen.22)fromthepremisesofproofs,andthathypothesesdonot

yieldpremises▲b?tCOnStituteourbasic斤ameworkQfthinking(e･g･hypothesesof
mathematics,Which are not premises ofmathematicalproofs,COnStitute our basic

frameworkofmathematicalthinking).ThenthehypothesisthatFormsexistdoesnotyield

premisesofpr90fsbutconstitutesourbasicframeworkofphilosqphicalthinking･Anda
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systemofFormsisto･Lbeconstructed-althoughitwas､nOtaCtuallyconstructedinthe

Phaedo,andIdoubtifPlatohadaclearideaofthesystemwhenhewrotethePhaedo,butif

wetakehislatertheoryofFormsintoconsideration,itistobeconstructed28)-by

ascending,aSitwere,fromhypothesistohypothesis(see(3)ofthesummaryaboveofthe

hypotheticaltheoryofForms),Whilela'systemofmathematicsistobeconstructedby

descendingfromhypotheses29)･SuchasystemofFormswouldprovide'uswithqpistimiof

them,Which,Ithink,is'amatter､OfPlato,sfundamentalconcernthroughouthiscareerasa

philosopher･Asamatteroffact,SuChasystemwillcometoplaymoreandmoreimportant

part,inthelatedialogues,inrelationtothetheoryofqpistbn百･Amoredetailedexplanation

OfthesystemwillbeglVenintheconcludingsection･

Secondly,does･PlatothinkthatconsistencylSnOtOnlythe}neCeSSarybutalsothe

sufficientconditionoftruth?Themethodofascendingfromhypothesistohypothesis

seemstosuggestthatthetheorypursuessomethingbeyondhypothesis･Asamatteroffact;

themethodof`ascending,fromhypothesisiscontrasted,inthesimileoftheLineinthe

R甲ublic,､Withthemathematicalmethodof'de■scending,fromitshypothesis,▼i`e･Of

constructingadeductivesystem,andtheultimateprinciple(arch6)wewodldarriveatby

ascendingisqualifiedas'anypothetoざ(ndt-hypothesized)'･Moreover,thereisagood

reasontobelievePlatoknowsthatconsistencylSnOtthesufficientconditionoftruth･For

hesaysintheCratylusthatitispossibletoconstructaconsis土entsystemonthebasisof

falseprinciples､(436c-d).Inwhat,then,doesthetruthoftheultimateprinciple,Whichitself

isnotahypothesis,COnSist?Thisistheproblemtobearguedinthenext-SeCtion･

7･Thecriterionoftruthandtwp■kindsofFQrmS

AccordingtothehypotheticaltheoryofForms,thecriterionoftruthseemstoLbe

consistency･Butconsistencymustbemerelyaprovisionalcriterion,SinceSocratesclaims

thatthehypothesisitselfshouldbeju′Stified･What,then,isthecriterionoftruthofthe
hypothesis?Socratessays,inthepassagequotedabove,thatthehypothesisitselfwi11be

explainedbyhypothesizinganotherhypothesis･Ofahigherlevel,andthatin･thiswayweare

toascendfromhypothesistohypothesis･Buthoweverhighwemayascend,SOlongas

hypothesesareJuStifiedbyanotherhypothesis,thecriterionoftruthremainsconsistency･

PlatosaysintheRqpublic,however,thatwearetoarrive,intheend!attheultimate

principlewhichisnotahypothesis(arch百anypothetos)･Ifheisright,thetruthofthe

ultimateprlnCipleand,COnSequently,thatofthewholesystemwouldconsistinsoInething

otherthanconsistency･Inwhat,then,WOuldthetruthoftheultimatepnncipleconsistinthe

finalanalysis?

IfwecouldactuallyamiveattheultimateprlnCiplewhichisnotahypothesis,Or,atleast,if

Platothinkswecould,thenitwouldbesignificantfbrustograpplewiththeproblemofwhat

theultimateprlnCipleisandofwhatitstruthconsistsin･Buttheultimatepnncipleseemsto

beanunattainablegoalforus(andforPl左toaswell),inotherwords,anid云αJgoalratherthan

arealone,becausePlatothinks,aS.Isaidabove(Seen.8),thatonlytheGodisasqphosanda
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humanbeingcanatbestbeaphilosophos,30)whichimpliesthatweonlycanstriveafter,but

WOuldneverattainto,theultimateprlnCiple･Henceitisnotsoimportantaproblemforus

humanbeingswhattheultimatepnncipleisandinwhatitstruthconsists.

Butiftheultimateprincipleisanunattainableidealgoaljbrus,isitofanysignificance

jbrus?Moreover,isthehypotheticaltheoryofFormSitselfofanyuseatall,Whichought

tobe,butcannotactuallybe,SuStainedbytheultimateprlnCiple?Tobesure,thistheory

doesnotguaranteeus甲ISteme,SlnCe,aCCOrdingtothistheorywhichdoesnotguaranteeus

theultimatepnnciple,qPistimiitselfwouldalsobeanunattainableidealgoal･Butsettlng

anidealgoalofinvestlgationisnotnecessarilyuseless･31)FromapracticalpolntOfview,in

thefirstplace,itserves,inPlato,sview,tOmakeusliveamorallife,Sinceheregardsitas

themorallybestwayoflifttoleadaliftofinvestlgationstrivlngtOgetnearerandnearerto

theidealqpistim百ofethicalForms,eSPeCia11yoftheGood･32)FromatheoreticalpolntOf

View,inthesecondplace,if,havingsetanidealgoalfbrourphilosophicalinvestlgation,We

PerSeVereininvestlgatlngSOaStOgetnearerandnearertoit,WeWOuldnotfallinto

dogmatismoragnosticism,andthiswayofinvestlgation,Ithink,is'philosophical,inthe

truesenseoftheword･33)Afterall,theslgnificanceofthehypotheticaltheoryofForms

COnSistsinpresentlnguSanidealmethodofphilosophicalinvestlgation･

Wehavetodistinguish,aCCOrdingtothistheory,tWOkindsofFormS,theoneknown,in

asense,tOuS,theotherinnosenseknown･WhenPlato,hypothesizingthatacertainForm

(e･g･theBeautifu1)exists,SaySSOmethingaboutit(e.g.`TheBeautifulisbeautiful,or'The

Beautifulisinnowayugly'),hemustbetalkingaboutwhatheknowsinasense.Wemay

SaythathethinksoftheForm,OrthathehasathoughtoranideaoraconceptoftheForm･

Itis,aSitwere,adirectobjectofhisthoughtorconcept34)andknown,inasense,tOhim

(becausehemusthaveknownwhathewastalkingabout)withitsde丘nitionunknown.This

isthefirstkindofForm[hereafter,'Form.']･When,Ontheotherhand,Platosaysabout

SOmebodythatheorshedoesnothaveqpistim60facertainForm,heistalkingabouta

Formwhichisinnosenseknowntohimorher(forheorshedoesn,tevenknowwhether

SuChathingexistsornot)andthereforeisnotano切ectofhisorherthoughtorconcept.It
is,aSitwere,atranSCendentalFormthatwouldbeknownbyusifweacquiredepist6m60f

it･ThisisthesecondkindofForm[hereafter,'Form2']･Now,althoughwehavenochoice,

inourphilosophicalinvestlgation,buttoconcernOurSelveswithFormsl,theaimofPlatonic

investlgationisnottoknowthemassuch,buttoknowForms2,Whichmustreallyexistand

aresupposedtobeo切ectsofRecollection,i.e.Formsofthe`dogmaticdoctrineofForms'.
Inthissense,Forms2areidealgoalofourinvestlgation･35)If,COnfusingthesetwokindsof

Formsor(itmightbebettertosay)notdistinguishingthemclearly,aSSOmeSCholars

doesn,t,WethinkthatPlato,sFormsareonlyofonekind,i･e･Forms2,thenhistheoryof

Formsasawholemustappeartobesomethingmystical･36)

8･Plato†sconceptionofqpisii廊inhislatedialogues

Inhismiddledialogues,Platospecifiedq"StemePrlnCipal1yfromtheviewpolntOfitsobjects,
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asknowledge(inasense)ofFormS.But,aSStatedabove,justa氏erhavingcriticizedthetheoryof
FormSinthePamenides,here-eXaminedtheconceptof甲istim百intheT71eaetetuS･IthinkPlato

introducedanewpointofviewinspecifyingqpistim百inthisdialogue(Cf,n.11);thatistosay,he

begantOtrytOSPeCifyitfromtheviewpointofhowtoacquireit.37)
IntheT72eaetetuS,threetentativedefinitionsofqpIStemearePrOPOundedbyTheaetetus,

theinterlocutorofSocrates,andareexaminedandrefutedoneafteranother.IfIlistonly

thedefinientiaofthethreedefinitions,theyare:(1)aisthisis(SenSation/perception),(2)

truedoxa,(3)truedoxawithlogos.Ithink,Withmostinterpreters,thatthelastdefinitionis

themostpromlSlngOfthethree.Asforthisdefinition,threesens占sof'logos'areglVenby

Socratesandthedefinitionisrefutedwithregardtoeachofthem.Thethreesensesof

`logos'are:(1)statement,(2)enu甲erationofelements,(3)accountofthedifftrenceofthe

thinglnqueStionfromeveryotherthing･IthinkthemostpromlSlngSenSeOfthethreeis

againthelastone.38)

Now,aCCOrdingtothemostpromlSlngdefinitionofqpistim6withthemostpromlSlng

SenSeOf'logos',havingqpistim60fXisanalyzedinto(a)havingtruedoxaofX,and(b)
beingabletotellthedifferenceofXfromeveryotherthing.Thisdefinitionisrefutedas

follows･SinceanyonewhohasdoxaofXcantellthedifferenceofXfromeveryother

thing(Otherwise,hetvouldnotevenhavedoxaofX),(b)1mustmean,nOt`havingdoxa

aboutthedifftrenceofXfromeveryotherthing',but`havingqpistim百aboutit'.Then,the

de丘niendumbeingcontainedinthede丘niens,thede丘nitionwouldbecircular.

Thisrefutation,however,COn丘nesitselftoindicatlngaformaldefectinthedefinition;in

Otherwords,thepolntthatqpIStemelSCOnCernedwiththedifftrenceofitsobjectfromevery
OtherthinglSnOtrefuted.Besides,PlatoseemstobeskeptlCalaboutthepossibilityof

impeccabledefihitions,andnottothinkthatqpistim百isknowledgeofdefinitions(See

n･13)･Henceweneednot,andshouldnot,COnCludethatthereisnothingsoundint中efinal
definitionsimplybecauseithasaformaldefect.Moreover,themethodof'divisionand

COllection',WhichPlatoinventedandattachedgreatimportancetoinhislatedialogues,is

nothingbutamethodofsystematicallyexplainlngthedifferenceofathingfromeveryother

thing,andthisverymethodismadeanexperimentalapplicationofintheSqphistandinthe

Politicus,Whicharewrittenasthesequeltothe771eaetetuS･Thuswemayconcludethatthe

finaldefinitionofqpistim百intheT71eaetetuSisthe丘rststeptowardPlato,sconceptlOnOfit

inthelatedialogues.

Now,qPIStemelStObeacquired,aCCOrdingtoPlato,sconceptlOnOfitinthelate

dialogues,bymeansof`divisionandcollection,,thatistosay,byconstruCtlng,aSitwere,a

COnSistentsystemofFormswhicharemutuallyrelated.ItisasysteminwhichFormsare,

asitwere,arrangedinsuchawayastorepresenttheirmutualrelations,and,COnSequently,

eachFormWi11beknownastowhatitisbybeing,SOtOSPeak,locatedinthesystem･39)

Inconclusion,IwouldliketosummarizePlato,sfinalconceptlOnOfq,istim百fromthe

Viewpointofthemethodofacquiring(Or,SPeakingmoreexactly,Oftryingtoacquire)it.

(1)qpistimiistobeacquiredbyconstructingasystemofFormsIWhicharemutually

related,andbyunderstandingeachFormslbyitslocation,aSitwere;Withinthe
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SyStem,inotherwords,bygrasplngltSrelationstootherreIevantFormSl･

(2)ThemethodofconstruCtingthesystemisthatof'divisionandco11ection'

Notes

l)`Fpist5m6'isusuallytranslatedas`knowledge',butPlato'sq,i5t百m百isnotthesamethingaswhatwecall

`knowle.dge'(Ⅰthereforewi11usetheGreekwordinthispaper)･M･F･BurnyeatSaWthedifferenceand

PrOpOSedaninterpretationthat'quistbn百,ofPlatoandofAristotlemeans'understanding'ratherthanWhatwe

call'knowledge,,i.占.`justifiedtruebelief,(Cf.`AristotleonUnderstandingKnowledge',inE.Berti(ed･),
AristotleonScience:`771ePosteriorAna&tics',Padua1981,97-139).IadmireBurnyeat'sattitudeoftryingto

understandPlatoandAristotleintheirshoes,butIdonotagreewithhisinterpretationof`qpistimi'ofPlato･I

WOnderifanykindofunderstanding(Orknowledgeorknowledgeplusunderstanding)wouldbeadmittedby
Platoasepist百m百inthephilosophicalsenseofhisown.WhatPlatothinksofwhenhearguesabout

inphilosophicalcontextsisthatofForms(Whichwemayunderstand,atleastprovisionally,aSCOnCeptS),

Whichisnotnecessari1yknowledgeofdefinitionsofFormSnOraCquaintance(Orintuition)ofForms･Itseems
tomethat,generallyspeaking,andeep-rOOtedtendencyofcontemporarylnterPreterSOfassimilatingq)lSteme

toknowledgewhich,inthefirstplace,ispfopositionaland,inthesecondplace,COVerSnOtOnlynecessary

truthsbutalsoempiricalcontingentfacts(fromwhichtendencyevenBurnyeatdoesn'tseemtometobeffee

afterall)isaseriousobstacletounderstandingofPlato'sconceptionof印ist百m百･`Epist百m否'alsomeans
`scientificknowledge',WhichmeanlngmayunderliePlato'sconcept10nOfq)istbn百･

2)Nota11thedialoguesareconcernedwiththetheoryofFormS･Moreover,eVenthedialoguesfamousforthe

theoryofFormS(e.g.Phaedo,Rqpublic)donotdealh,ithitthematically(themainthemeofthePhaedobeing

immortalityofsouls,andthatoftheRqpublicjustice).

3)Thisisthespecificationofqpistimiinthemiddledialogues,eSPeCiallyinthelastpartoftheRqpublicV(i･e･

476d-479d),and,Ithink,itcomestobere-eXaminedlater,i.e.inthe771eaetetuS.

4)PlatoseemstohavehadacceptedlthisthesisasabsolutelytrueuntilhegotinvoIved,intheMeno,inthe

questionofwhethervirtuecanbetaught･

5)Cf.e.g.Phd.65a-66a,74a-d,75c-d.

6)`D?Xa'isusua11ytranslatedas`belief'or`opinion'indistinctiQnfromknowledge･ButIthinkthistranslation

isinappropnate,becausewhatwecal1`knowledge,is,inmanycases,eSPeCial1ywhenitisacquiredbymeans

OfperceptlOn,beingshortofPlatonic甲istim百,tObecountedasdoxa･

7)SeethelastpartoftheRqpublicV,referredtoinn.3･

8)PlatooftensaysthatonlytheGodrea11yisasqphos(i.e.onewhohasspphia),andahumanbeingcanatbest

beaphilosqphos(i.e.onewhopursuessqphia)[cf･Phdr･278d】･

9)ThisassertiondoesnotnecessarilyentailthattheApologyistheearliestworkofPlato's,becauseitisquite

possiblethatPlatowasnotaware,atfirst,OfhavinginheritedhisconceptlOnOfepist百m百fromSocrates,Or

that,althoughhewasawareOfit,hedidnotthinkitnecessarytoTnentiontheinheritanCeinhisfirstwork･

10)HistoricalSocrateshimselfmayhaverecognizedthevalueoflogos,SincetheSocratesintheCrito-Whichis

oneoftheear1ydialoguesand,judgingfromitsdramaticsituation,SeemStOrePreSenthistoricalSocratesmore
orless-SaySheissuchamanaSnOttOObeyanythingelsebutthelogoswhichappearstohimthebestasthe

resultofalogical/theoreticalconsideration(logizesthai)【cf･46b]･
11)There'saremarkabledifference,however,betweenPlatoandSocrateswithregardtotheattitudetowards

spphiaorqpist5m5･WhileSocratessaysnothingpositive-aSfarasweknow放omPlato'sdialogues-aStO

whatsqphiais,PlatoevidentlyconcentratedhisenergleS!insomeofhismiddleandlatedialogues,On

specifyingwhat甲IStemelS;inthemiddledialogues,hetriedtospecifyitpnncIPallyfromtheviewpolntOf

whatitso叫ectsare(i.e.Forms),butfromtheTheaetetusonward,heseemstohavetriedtospecifyitfromthe

viewpointofhowtoacquireit(TheargumentabouttheFormoftheGoodintheRqpublicVI-VIImayseemto

explainhowtoacquireq)istim百OfForms;but,infact,itonlytellsuswhatsu句ects[i･e･arithmetic,geOmetry,

astronomy,harmonics]weshouldlearnbefore,andinorderthat,Weareengagedindialecticalarguments

aboutFormS,andastowhatandhowweshouldargueindialecticalarguments,itte11sushardlyanything)･

HeestablishedandmadeuseofamethodofacqulrlngltintheSophist,Whichisthemethodof`diaiT'eSis
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(division)andsynag∂g百(CO11ection)'.

12)SinceAristotlecouldn?thavedirectlykn6wnSocrates,hemusthaveknownhim,inallprobability,mainly

throughPlato,s､dialogues･WemayaccordinglyregardtheSocratesinthisevidenceastheSocratesinPlato's

early,SO-Called'Socratic'dialogues.

13)Knowledgeisnowgenerallythoughttobeeitherpropositionalknowledgeorknowledgebyacquaintance･
AccordinglyitwasdiscussedsometimeagobyscholarswhichkindofknowiedgehisqlStemelS,anditis

nowgenerallyacceptedthatitispropositionalknowledge,thatistosay,knowledgeofdefinitions･But

epist百m百isnotthesamething,aSIsaidabove(cf･n･1),aSWhatweca11'knowledge'･And,Since,While
knowledgeofdefinitionscanbeeasilytaught,ePistim百isthoughtbyPlatotobeimpossibleorextremely

difficulttoteach,itmustbedifferentfromknowledgeofdefinitions.Seethepenultimateparagraphofthe

SeCtion5below.

14)ThosewhoarerefutedbySocratesintheearlydialoguesaresophistswhoprofesstoknoweverythingor

L SOmething(Protagoras,Gorgias,Hippias,etC･),eXpertS(Euthyphro,Laches,etC･),andthosewhoclaimtohave

qpistbn百aboutsomething(Meno,Critias,etC.).

15)`Epistim6'isanabstractnounderivedfromtheverb'epistasthai',theprimarysenseofwhichis`knowhow

to'(Cf.LSJ.,S.V.).

16)AsimilardistinctionismadeintheTheaetetus.Socratesarguesthatonewhoalwaysspellsthenameof
Theaetetuscorrectlybutspe11sthenameofTheodoruSWrOnglyas`Teodorus',doesn'thaveqpistim60fthe

Syllable`The'and,COnSequently,doesn'thaveqpist百m百Ofthename`771eaetetuS'either(cf･207e-208b)･As
formylnterPretationofthisargument,Seethenextnote･

17)In theMeno,qPistim百is saidto be differentfrom rightdoxainthatitis bound by aitiaslogismos

(logical/theoreticalconsiderationofthecause)[cf･98a]･Ingeometry,Whatcantheaitiaslogismosthatbinds

rightdoxabebutgeometricaldemonstrations･-hthecaseofspellingmentionedinthepreviousnote,What

PlatothinksisnecessaryforclaimlngtOhave甲ist百m50fthename'Theaetetus'mustbeknowiedgeof

Phonologyorasystematicunderstandingofphonemes(Cf･Phil･18b-d)二

18)TheexistenceofFormSandthatofoursoulsbeforebirtharesaidtobeamatterofequalnecessity(is百ananki)

[cf,76e】.

19)ItseemstomethatthestatementthattheexistenceofFormsisahypothesishasnotbeenproperlyappreciated
bymostinterpreters.

20)Theonlydialogues,OtherthanthePhaedo,thatintroducesthedoctrineofRecollectionaretheMenoandthe

Phaedrus,and,intheMeno,Socratessaysthathehasnomindtoinsistonthedoctrine(Seen･32below),and,
inthePhaedrus,thedoctrineisintroducedinthecontextofamythos.ThesefactsseemtosuggestthatPlato

WaSnOtPhilospphical&cornmittedtothedogmaticdoctrineofForms･
21)`Nottoaccordwith'mustmean`tobeinconsistentwith',but`toaccordwith'doesn't/seemsimplytomean'to

beconsistentwith';Otherwise,allthathavenothingtodowiththehypothesiswouldbetrue･Whataccords

withthehypothesis,Ⅰ･think,muStbethatwhichisrelevantto/thehypothesisaswe11asconsistentwithit･

Sincethehypothesisissaidtobehypothesized{`ineachcase,,IsupposethingsbelonglngtOdifferentdomains

arethoughttobeexplainedbydifferenthypotheses･Seenextnote,tOO･

22)Whatishypothesizedinthistheoryisnotpropositionswhicharetobepremisesofproofs,buttheexistenceof

Forms(Cf.Rep.VI510c,WhereSocratessaysthattheoddandtheeven,figures,threekindsofanglesandso

On[ineffect,theexistenceofthesethings]arehypothesizedinmathematics･Mostofthepeopletodaymay

notthinkthatmathematicalobjectsmustexistformathematicaltruthstobedemonstrated,but,SinceAristotle

SeemStOhavethought,inthePosteriorAna&tics,thattheymust[e･g･AlO],itisnotunlikelythatPlatoalso

thoughtso).Hypothesesarethereforenotpremises′Ofproofs(existentialpropositionsarenormallynot

premisesofproofs),butwhatconstitutes,aSitwere,Ourbasicframeworkofthinking･WhatImeanby'our
basicframeworkofthinking'maybeillustratedasfollows:thedifferencebetweenthebasicframeworkof

thosewhoadmittheexistenceofFormSandthatofthosewhodonot,Canbecomparedtothatbetweenthe

basicframeworkofthosewhoadmittheexistenceoftheGodandthatofthosewhodonot.

23)Thisprovisoisverysignificant.ItdoesnotdenythattheBeautifulisbeautifu1,butitimpliesthatthe

BeautifuldoesnotpartlCIPateinitself.PerhapsPlatowouldnotadmittheSelf-PredicationofFormS,because,

SincepartlCIPationisthePlatonicwayofexplainingpredication,thedenialofself-partlCIPationimpliesdenial

OfSelf-Predication.Thus'theBeautifu1isbeautiful'means,nOtthattheBeautifulhasaqualitybeaut拘l,but
thatitisaqualitybeaut拘l.
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24)SocratesseemstosuggestbythissentencethatitisnotnecessarytoarguetherelationbetweenFormsandthe
thingswhichhesays`partlCIPatein'them.Asamatteroffact,howcanyoutelltherelationbetweenthings

Whoseexistenceishypothesizedontheonehand,andthingswhichreally(notinPlatonicbutinoursense)
existontheother?Itmaybesaidinthisconnectionthattheinstrumentaldativeisusedinthenextsentenceto

Statetherelationintheleastdefiniteway.

25)Seethepreviousnote.Theexpression'participation(methexis)'thereforeshouldnotbeunderstoodinthe

literalsense,but,ironicallyenough,aSAristotleindicatedwithcriticalintention(cf.Metqph.A9,991a22),aSa
`poeticmetaphor'.

26)Thissentencecallsourattentiontothedifftrenceoflevelorstatusbetweentheprincipleandtheconsequences

Ofit･Thedifftrencebetweenthetwokindsofargumentis,tOuSethemetaphoricalexpressionofthesimileof

theLineintheR甲ublic(511b,d),Onebetweentheargument`ascending'fromthehypothesisandone
`descending'fromit.

27)RememberthatthehypotheticalmethodintheMenowasthemethodofinvestigatingwhatkindofthing

SOmethingisboiontiestin:e.g.Whethervirtueisteachable)withoutknowingwhatitis(tiestin:e.g.What

Vk山eis).

28)IagreewithR.KrautthatthesystemhadnotbeenactuallyconstructedwhenPlatowrotetheRepublic(Cf.

R.Kraut,`IntroductiontothestudyofPlato',inT71eCambridgeCo7WaniontoPlato,13-14).

29)Asystemofmathematicsistobeconstructeddeductively,buttheexpression'descendingftomhypotheses'

itselfdoesnotmean`deduction',Since,aSIsaidabove(seen.21),hypothesesarenotpremisesofproofs.

30)PlatoalsomakeshisSocratessay,inthePhaedo(Cf.66e-67b),thatweareunabletoknowthetruthaslongas

9urSOulisincamated,thatistosay,aSlongasweliveinthisworld･

31)Needlesstosay,eVenifthegoalisunattainable,itdoesnotnecessarilyfo1lowthatitisimpossibletoget

nearertoit.Togetnearertotheidealgoalmeans,inthecaseofqpISteme,tOCOmetOhaveabetter

understanding.Asamatteroffact,Weknowbyexperiencethatonecanhaveabetterunderstandingthan

anotherofthesamething,andthat,eVenifweourselvesdonothaveafu11understandingofit,WeCanjudge
Whichofthetwopersonshasabetterunderstandingofit,PrOVidedwehaveabetterunderstandingthan,Orat

leastthesamedegreeofunderstandingas,OneWhohasabetterunderstandingofthetwo.

32)Suchathoughtisexpressed,forexample,WhenSocratesexplains,intheMeno,thesignificanceofthe
doctrineofRecollection:`Ihavenomindtoinsistonthisdoctrineinotherrespects,butinonerespect-

namely,thatifwethinkwemustinvestlgateWhatwedon'tknow,WeWillbebetterandbraverandless

Sluggishthanifwethinkitisimpossibletofindout,andweneednotinvestigate,Whatwedon'tknow-I

Willdeftndittothelast,ifIcan,bothinwordsandindeeds.'(86b-C,Cf.81d-e)

33)SextusEmpiricus callssuchmen`skqptikoi'(intheoriginalsenseoftheword,i.e.'thosewhodevote

themselvestoinvestigation')indistinctionfromdogmatistsandagnostics,andranksthemabovethelattertwo

(Cf.S.EリP且,Ⅰ.ト2).

34)Platodistinguishesaconcept(noima)anditsobject(nooumenon)andcallthelatter'Form'(Cf.Parm.132b-C,

Onlytheword`nobna'isusuallytranSlated,nOtaS'concept',butas`thought').

35)Icanofferanalternativeexplanation.SeeingthatPlatohashisSocratessayintheRq,ublicXthatheisinthe

habitofpositingoneForminconnexionwitheachname(OnOma)[596a],Platoseemstothinkthattoknowa

Form,e.g･theBeautifu1,is,aSitwere,tOknowthetruemeaningofthecorrespondingword(ep6nymia)
`beautiful'.Itdoesnotmean,however,tOknowinwhatsenseweusuallyusetheword.ForPlatodoesnot

SeemtOthinkthetruemeanlngOfawordcanbeknowninductivelybyco11ectlngeXamPlesofouruseofit.

Hethinks,intheCratylus,thatthetruemeaningsofnamesorwordsaredetermined,nOtbyushumanbeings

conventionally(SeealsoPol.262c-e),butbynature(physis),and,aithoughtheyarenotcalled'Fo皿S,inthat
dialogue,theymustbethesamethingwiththeFormSOftheRqpublicXmentionedabove.Now,ifFormsare

truemeaningsofwordsdeterminedbynature,theyaretoexistobjectively.SoPlatocallsthemtaonta(What

existorwhatarereal).Butthisdoesnotnecessari1yimplythatPlatosawthemorknewthattheyexisted,nOr
thatwecanfindthemout.Theirexistenceis,aSitwere,POStulatedbecauseoftheassumptlOnthatthetrue

meanlngSOfwordsmustbedeterminedbynature.ThisisthesignificanceofhypothesizingForms.Andwe

CanbutconstructasystemofForms,nOtaCCOrdingtothetruemeanlngSOfwordswhichwedonotknow,but

accordingtothemeanlngSWeunderstand,inotherwords,aCCOrdingtoourconcepts.But,Platoseemsto

think,Whenthesystemiscompleted,thetruemeanlngSaretObeknown.

36)IhavenomindtomaintainthatmysticalelementsinPlatoareofnovalue.Myintentionistoinsistthat
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mysticalelementsandphilosophyshouldbetreatedapart.

37)Plato'sbasicunderstandingaboutqpistim百,however,thatitsobjectistoon(whatisrealor,inotherwords,

OqeCtive)andthatitisinfallible,remainedthesame(cf.771t152c&Rqp.V476e-477a,477e).
38)Thesecondsenseisthoughttobethemostpromisingbysomeinterpreters(e.g.M.F.Burnyeat).But,While

thedefinitionofqpist百m百withthesecondsenseof'logos'isvulnerabletothecriticismofwhatisnow

COmmOnlycalled`DreamTheory',Whichcriticismseemshardlyconfutable,thedefinitionwiththethirdsense
isn't.Moreover,aSIwillargueshortly,thefinalcriticismofthedefinitionwiththethirdsenseof'logos'is

COnCernedonlywiththeformaldefect,aSitwere,Ofthedefinition,nOtWithitscontent,andthedefinition

(thoughithasadefectasadefinition)seemstobethefirststeptowardPlato'slaterdialecticalmethodof
`divisionandcollection'.

39)Themethod ofconstructing asystem ofForms seems tobelikethatoftaxonomy,aSis shownbyits

illustrativeapplicationstothespeci缶cationoftheanglerintheSpphistandtotheclassificationofphonerneSin

thePhilebus.Asfarastheexplanationofthemethodgoes,itseemsasimplemethodeasytoapply.Butits

applicationstothespecificationsofthesophistintheSpphistandofthestatesmaninthePoliticusshowhow

difficultitistoapplyit.AsarnatterOffact,PlatohimselfspeaksofitinthePhilebusas'notsodifficultto

explain,butextremelydifnculttoapply'.(16c)

*The orlglnalversion ofthis paperwas writteninJapanese and prlntedin The

Pゐfわ∫呼毎,A乃〝〟α′尺evgewげgゐピアゐ言わ∫呼ゐgc(7JA∫∫OCfαgわ乃げJl甲α乃,No.41(1991)･Tbis
is,aSitwere,the second Englishversion.The firstEnglish version was prlntedin

PhilosqphicalStudies,X(1991),ajournalpublishedbytheDepartmentofPhilosophy,
FacultyofLetters,theUniversltyOfTokyo.RichardMasonandNoburuNotomireadthe

firstEnglishversionandgavemehelpfulsuggestions.Iamreallyverygratefultothem.

Takingtheirsuggestionsintoconsideration,Ihaverewrittenagooddealofthefirstversion･

Ihopethisversionhasbeengreatlyimproved,althoughtheessentialpolntSarenOtaltered･
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