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AveryparticulaトnOttOSay"unlque"-PeriodinthehistoryoftheEuropeancivi-

1ization,the"Renaissance"haslongbeenandsti11isfbsterlngamOnghistoriansof

everyfieldofspecialization,agreatdealofcontroversywhich,far丘ombeingsettled,

appears even towiden conflictinginterpretations.That classicaldichotomy put

fbrwardbyJacobBurkhardt,inhisfamous"DieKulturdbrRena由sanceinItalien''

(1860),OPPOSing the"Renaissance",bright,humane and enlightened,against the

dark,barbarousMiddleAges,hassincebeencounterbalancedbyJohanHuizinga's

"me Wdnblgq/theMiddleAges"(1919).Huizingaprovesquiteconclusivelyboth

thattheDarkAgeswereneitherasdarknorasunenlightenedastheSwisshistorian
describesthem,andthattherewasagreatdealinthe"Renaissance"whichhadonce

beenbelievedpropertotheMiddleAges,SuChthatthe"Renaissance"maybemore

COrreCtlyunderstoodasacontinuationoftheMiddleAges,tOtheextentthatthereis

nosharpcontrast,nOdeeprupturebetweenthetwo.

Inthedecadefb1lowlngHuizinga'swork,CharlesH.Huskins,inhis"Renaねsance

qf-the7We折h Centufy'(1927),Writesyet-ofanotherandearlierRenaissance;and

VittoreBranca,inhismonモmental"Boccaccio肋dievale"(1956),alsostressesthe
COntinuitybetweentheRenalSSanCeandMiddleAges(medeavalisticapproach).Wal-
1aceK･FergusOn,in"771eRenァLssanceblhLgtorical乃ought"(1948),takesanother
turnandarguesfbrthesuspenslOnOfsuchcontroversy;hestressesrathertheneces-

Sity ofconcentrating onthe study ofprlmary SOurCeS,SuCh as manuscripts,1egal

StatuteS,business correspondence,aCCOunting books kept by commercialhouses,

andothersimilardocuments.Asfbrthe"MiddleAgesvs.Renaissance"controversy,

Fergusonwrites that:

‥.TheRenaissance,itseemstome,WaS,inapeculiarway,anageq/transi-
tion.‥AndtheRenaissanceowesmuchofitspeculiarcharacter,Ithink,tO

theuneasycoex由tencewithinitofmedievalandmodernelements,OfdecaylngOr

Obsolescentinstitutionsandideasstill如甲eゆctb)jbrmed‥.(ZbwardtheMo-
dbrnState,PP.3-4,italicbythepresentauthor)

ButasthegeneraltitleofFerguson'sworkclearlyindicates,hisisevidentlyastand-

POintwhichimpliesamodernisticapproachtotheproblem.InreturnlngtOtheques-

tioninasubsequentessayentitled"meReb2tefPretationQftheRena由sance"(1956),
ProftssorFergusonstatesinfactthat:

...LookingoverthelongevolutionoftheideaoftheRenaissanceanditsmore

recentvicissitudes,IamimpressedbythefactthattherehliionqftheRenaLssance

わ才力e〟必dge∫由才力ec用CわJク0如.九ゞreわgわ乃ね∽β鹿川CgγfJたαぬ乃ねα∫〟∂-

Sididryproblbm,dependent on the historian's notion ofthe extent to which
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Renaissanceculturedi丘もred丘omthatoftheMiddleAgesandthedirections

inwhichthedeviationoccured‥･(p･2,italicbythepresentauthor)
ThebasicpremiseofProftssorFergusonisthattheRenalSSanCenaturalb}mergeS

intothemodernEuropeancivilization,WhiletherelS,Whetheritbeearlierorlater,

adi鮎rencewhichessentiallydividestheRenaissance丘omtheMiddleAges･

Whetheritbeaccordingtothemedievalistorthemodemistapproach,theRenais-

SanCehasalwaysbeenandstillisconsideredintermsofwhatprecededorfbllowed

it,neVeraSaPeriodinitsownright･ThisviewoftheRenaissancehasalwaysseemed

morethanalittlestrangetome･TolikentheRenaissancetothewaxlngSPrlng,-

ShotIldIbepermittedtomakeaboldcomparison,andonewhichisnot,Ithink,alto-

getheroutofplace,SinceHuizingahasalreadywrittenofthe=WaningMiddleAges=

-isittodenythatsprlng,then,isnotaseasoninandofitself?ItistruethatsprlnglS

neitherwintercoldandinhibitive,nOrSummerhotandglanng･Rather,mOreChange-

ableandcapableofassumlngdiverseaspects,SPrlnglSSurelylessunifbrminitscha-

racterthansummerorwinter;yettheverydiversltyandindefinitenessofitsnature

establishspringtimeasanindependentseason,fu1lofpossiblityandgrace,fu11also

Ofalluringyettreachero11SChanges.Inalikemanner,theRenaissance,1essdefinable

thoughitmaybethanboththeprecedingMiddleAgesandtheModernAgeswhich

fbllow,Orratherpreciselybecauseofitsextravagantabundancewhichdefiesdefini-

tionwhatsoever,itisourcontentionherethattheRenaissancestandsasperiod bl

SePerSe;theRenaissancesimplyrefusestobeidentifiedasamere"periodoftransi-

tion",aSan"uneaSyCOeXistence"ofelementsmedievalandmodern,Ofinstitutions

andideassti11=imperfectlyfbrmed,=runnlngtherebytheriskofbeingdecomposed

intoelementsbelonglngtOtheotherperiodsandnoneofitsown.

TraditionallytheRenaissancehasbeenconsideredasatransitoryperiod,1argely

becausetheperiodisseenffomtheperspectivetothesubsequentdevelopmentof

Europeancivilizationwithitspolitical,SOCialandculturalcentreofgravltytranS-

fbrredtothecountriesnorthoftheAIps.Inthosecountries;infact,Short-1ivedasit

WaS-rOughlyspeakingsixdecadesinFrance,alittlemorethanacenturyinEngland
andinSpain,hardlytwoscoresinGermany-,theRenaissanceplayedarolewhich

maybetermed,withatleastsomeplausibility,aSan"interlude"betweentheMiddle

andModernAges.However,uPOntraClngthedevelopmentoftheRenaissanceback

tothecountryofitsorlgln,tOItalywhereitrealizeditselfmostfu11y,theRenaissance

Clearlyappearsasafu11andindependententitywithvariousphasesofdevelopment

ahddistinctivecharacteristicsthatrefuse,eVentranSPlantedintothecountriestothe
northoftheAIps,tObeidentifiedasmereaftermathorprematuremanifestationof

thoseelementsbelonglngtOtheprecedingorsucceedingepochs･

Thepurposeofthepresentarticleis,then,tOglVeaVerybriefandroughdutlineof

alargerandmoredetailedworkunderpreparationwhichattemptstodemonstrate:

(1)thatthe丘equentviewofthe"Renaissance"asextendingffomthemid-fifteenth
totheendofthesixteenthcenturyomits,nOtOnlyfbrItaly,butfbrthehistoryof

theRenaissanceitself;thefirsthalfofavery complexmovement ofEurope-
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wideimportance.Thisviewaddsalsoasuperfluoushalfcenturytoamovement

that,inItaly,WaSalreadydead,Whileatthesametimeitartificia11yantedates,

fbrcountriesnorthoftheAIps,thebirthofthemovementthatbegan,atthe

earliest,intheclosingyearsofthefifteenthcentury;and

(2)thatcontrarytowhatisgeneral1yargued,theRenaissanceisnotakindof"pre-

1ude"totheModernAges･Quitesimply,theRenaissancedoesnotrunsmoothly
into modern Europe,farfromit･The sharp distinctionthatseparates the

Renaissance丘omtheModernAges,mirrorsalsothedeepchasmthatdivides

theperiod丘om the Middle Ages.

Anysocio-Culturalmovementofimportancecannotproperlybeconsideredwithout

referencetoits"77･ager'ゝ･InthecaseoftheRenaissance,the"77･ager"wastheburgher
Class･TheRenaissancewasessentiallyanurban,andtherefbresocially=wide",multi-

Phasedmovement･Forexample,=burgher,,doesnotmean"bou7geOLs=or=citizen"

inthemodernsenseoftheseterms･InthemiddleofthethirteenthcenturyEurope,

SCatteredalloverthecontinent,theftwcitiestheninexistencecouldcountahistory

Ofhardlymorethanacentury･Stillhalfburiedinthemedievalsocialsystemandtra-

dition,thesecitieswerenot"cities"inthemodernsense,butrathertheywere`boILg=,

Clty-StateS,eaCh constitutingindependent politicalentlty.Theirinhabitants,bur-

ghers,hadflockedtothesenewlysprung-uPCentreSn･Omneighbourlngruralareas

(contadb)withstronglysecuhlr-thatis,"realLTtic=inbothpracticalandintellectual

SenSe-Outlook･Theyweredeterminedtofreethemselvesfromtherigoursofserfdom

andtoeqoywhatwasstillthemodest-butthenquasinon-eXistentelsewhere-eXCi-

tementofthecity･=Secuhlr=inthiscontext,however,doesnotnecessarilymean

"irre物ious"･Attheverybottomofthesoulsofthesepracticalburghers,therehovered
a deep

religious-SOmetimes superstitious or even fanatic-Sentiment which rose

quicklytothesurfaceoftheirconsciousnesswhenevercrlSIS,Whetherindividualor

SOCial,Whetherpolitical,eCOnOmicorintellectualoccurred.Therewere,Ofcourse,

alreadyrichandpoor,butnottheclassdivisionofplutocratandproletariat.Still
imbuedwitharistocraticnotionsofhonourandftudalisticvaluesystem,thenewcity

dwellersbehavednonethelessqulte=burgher-1ike=inputtingtheiridealsintoe貌ct.

DiscardingtheftudalisticprlnCipleofblooddistinctionTfbrsofbwcouldboastof

it-theburgarstoodasaresultonaneminentlyegalitarianfboting;hecompetedor

"fbught"fiercelyfbrpowerandwealth,aStheseweretheonlymeansthroughwhich

OneCOuld achieve distinction･Whatfactionalstrifbtherewas,WaSfbsteredbythe

InvestitureStrugglefbruniversalleadershipbetweentheHolyRomanEmperorand

the Roman Ponti軋

ThusitwasinItaly,andinItalyalone,thatanewsetofmentalattitudes,aneW

SubjectlVltyandworldviewemerged,WhichintheirturngavebirthtotheRenaissance.
Thischangeinattitudeoccurredagainstthelargerbackgroundofawidevarietyof

Particularlypropitiousconditionswhichincludedamongothers,geOgraPhic(penin-
SulardividingtheMediterraneanintoeasternandwesternhalves,linkingatthesame

timeEuropewithNorthA餌caTtraderoutes),religious(theVaticanandthePope,
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headoftheuniversalchurch,atRome),military(startingportsfbrthecrusadesrepea-

tedlyundertaken丘omtheendofthellththrough13thcenturies),historical(seatof

theoldRomanEmpire,withstillextanttieswiththeByzantineworld).
AssignlngaPreCisestartlngdatetoamovementofsuch"enve7gure"and com-

PlexityastheRenaissanceisatbestanawkwardenterprlSe･Butifwewereabsolutely

tochooseamongthemostconspICuOuSeVentSWhichsymbolizedthedecisivestepftom

theMiddleAgestotheRenaissance,1266(Dantewasbutayearold!),theyearofthe
battleofBenevento,WOuldnotbealtogethersooutofplace.

ThebattleofBeneventosealedthedoomoftheHouseofHohenstaufbnatthehand

OfCharlesofAItjou,yOungerbrotherofKingSaintLouis(LouisIX)ofFrance.Then
andthere,theimperialcausewasirretrievablylostintheItalianpeninsula.Together

With otherdatesand events,1266inauguratesthefirstphase-aSCending phase-

OftheRenaissanceinItaly,Whichextendstowardthelastquarterofthefburteenth

Century(e.g.1375,deathofBoccaccio).Inageneralsense,thedefeatoftheGhibellbli
(imperialists)brought about a politicalsituation favourable to the Comuni(city-

StateS)whichfbundthemselveslockedintraditionaloppositiontotheseculardo-
minationoftheemplre.ThehappydbnouementtoBeneventowasthecessationof

Warfarewhichhadbeensofataltothefmitfu1developmentoftradeandexchange

Ofawiderscope･Thesixtyoddyearsfbllowlng1266werecharacterizedbyanextraoト

dinary prosperlty,1argely as a result ofthe expansionininternationaltrade and

banking,theemergenteofalbeitstillprimitivemanufacturingindustry(cloth-WeaVing,

Silversmithery,etC･),bothofwhichprovoked,intheirturn,greatdemographicex-
PanSion.

Yet,OnCethebindingfbrce,COmmOnenmityagainstEmperor,haddisappeared,

theGueq(papal)party,insteadofunitingunderchurch'sbanner,SOOnSPlitbetween

theBianchi(Whites,anti-POPefactionwithinthepapalparty!)andtheNbri(Blacks,

PrO-POPefactionwithinthesame)･AndtheWhites,aSdi¢onceDantehimself,didn't
SCruPletojoinhandswiththeimperialiststofighttheBlacks.Thetruthwas,thebur-

gherswhohadbecomebythistimereal"升々ger"oftheRenaissance,Caredlittleabout
theideologlCalsideofthestrugglebetweentheHolyRomanEmplreandtheCatholic

Church,Whichweredeemlngthemselvesuniversalinstitutionsandbehavingassuch.

UnliketheMiddleortheModernAges,theRenaissancewasessentiallya"lbcal"

movement.Itwasstampedwithstronglydistinctive,loca川avour,WhetherFlorentine,

MilaneseorNapolitan,andsuchwasalsotobethe character ofthelaterFrench,

EnglishandtheSpamishRenaissances.Itisthisextraordinarydiversitywhichisoneof

theaspectsoftheRenaissancethatcaptlVatedandcaptivatesstillourinterestandima-

gination.
Faithfu11yre丑ectingthisstateofthings,inthefieldofpoliticalthought,thefunda-

mentalbook"LiLivres dbu升isor"(1260-1265)by BrunettO Latimi,Florentine

riotary,ambassadorandchancellor,describeshowacity-StatetOrnbyacivilstrift

mustbegovernedby`bodbstd",aCltymagistrateappointedftomoutsidetheclty!
In1324MarsuiodaPadova,POliticaladvisorservlngEmperorLudwigvonBayern,

COdi丘es,inhis"DqbnsorPacL{'thetheoryofseculargovernmentcompletelyinde-
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Pendentofthetheocraticpretensionsofthechurch,uPliftingthustheideaofthese-

Paration ofchurch and state.

Inthefieldofliterature,thestib20VLstpoeticschool-OfwhichGuidoCavalcanti,

GuidoGuinizelli,CinodaPistoiawereamongthemostfamousexponents-dome-

Sticatesthatfatal,irrationalandunsocialfbrceofLove(mosttypicallyexemplifiedin
thestoryof"77･LgtanetYseult")adaptingittotheburgarandchristianidealofan

unattainableladywhoelevatesandpurifiesthesoulofherlover.This=dbnnamia=

isbestimpersonatedinBeatriceofDante,s"V7tanuova"andstillbetterinthe=Div加a

Commedia=･Inparallelalsoflourishedarealistic,SenSual,terre-d-terrePOeticvein

discoveredbythe=giocosi=schooIwhichfbunditsbestexpressioninthepoemsof

CeccoAngi01ieriofSienaandRusticodiFilippoofFirenze.
Thegreatestliteraryachievementofthisperiod,however,andindeedofthewhole

OftheItalianliterature,WaSmarkedbytheappearanceofthreemasterpleCeS:=Divbla

Commedia"(1301-1321)byDanteAlighieri,the"Cbnzoniere"(1326-1374)byFran-

CeSCOPetrarca,andthe"Decameron"(1348-1353)byGiovanniBoccaccio.Thethree

WOrksattained,eaChinitsowngenreofepic,1yricalpoetryand′nOVel,theheightthat
has neverbeen surpassed since.

JustastheItalianRenaissancewasthusattainingfu11bloom,Calamitouseconomic

COnditionsdeveloped,triggeredbythedeclarationofinsoIvabilityofEdwardIIIof

Englandin1339,WhichprovokedaseriesofbankruPtCiesofthefirstgenerationof

internationalbankers,SuChasthe Bardi,Peruzzi,Frescobaldi,and theAcciaiuoli.

Thisprecipitouseconomicdeclinewascloselyfbllowedin1348bytheplagueofblack

deaththatdecimatedthepopulationthroughouttheentirecountry･Thedescription

Ofthisdisasterandofthetremendousprocessofdisintegrationofthecitycommunity

asthedirectconsequenceofit,isJuStlyfamousfbritsvividnessintheintroductory

PartOfBoccaccio's"Decameron".

Bythemiddle1370s,theascendinganddemocraticphaseoftheItalianRenaissance

hadcometoaclose･Burgh訂Shadbecomesharplydividedintorichandpoor.With

anevermoreconservativeoutlook,thefbrmerorganizedthemselvesintoaplutocracy

Whichcametotakethefbrmeitherofoligarchicgovernment(Firenze,Venezia)orof

Straightfbrwardprincipality(Milano,Romagnacities).AlthoughRomewiththeseat
OfRomanPontiHelectedbytheconclave,andNaplesasthecapitalofthehereditary

SouthernKingdomhadsomewhatdi丑もrentpoliticalconstitutions,thosecitiesdi鮎red

Verylittleffomaneconomic,SOCialandartisticperspectiveftomleadingcentresof

Centraland northernItaly.

DuringthesecondphaseoftheItalianRenaissancewhichextends丘omthelast

quarterofthefburteenthtothemiddleofthefifteenthcenturies,thispolitically,

economicallyandsociallyconservativestrainstrengthenedstillfurther.Thewhole

PeninsulawasinthegradualprocessofbeingorganlzedintofivereglOnalstates:

Lombardy(Milano),Venezia(Veneziaandhinterland),Central(FirenzeandTusca

Cities),theStateoftheChurch(Romaanditsromagnoldomain),andtheSouthern
Kingdom(NapoliandSicilia)･Theycompetedruthlesslyfbrthedominationofthe
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entirepeminsula,althoughnonewaseversuccessfu1.

Themaincharacteristicofthissecondphaseistheemergenceofanewtrendcalled

=humanLmH,fbundedontheresurgenceofLatinlanguageandthe､rediscoveryofthe

classicalGreek culturalheritage.A period ofpoliticaland economic stagnation

introducedare且ectiveturnofmindand,insteadoflaunchingintonewadventurous

COmmerCialenterprlSeS Orriskypoliticalundertakings,intellectualsdugoutmanu-

scripts(Poggio,Niccoli,Barbaro,etC.),OrStudiedtheruinsofancientRome(Brunel-
1eschi,Donatello;Masaccio,etC.).

ThepoliticalsituationintheEasternRomanEmplrealsofavouredthistrend･The

menaceofTurkishinvasionfbrcedtheEasternEmplretO Seekthea11ianceofthe

West,andseemlnglyendlessnegocitationswererepeated.Liketheearliercrusades,

thesemeetingsproducedpoliticallynopositiveresult,andintheendConstantinople

ft11intothehandsoftheOthmanbesiegersin1453.ButthefallofConstantinople,

togetherwiththeprecedingparleys,broughttotheWest,Greekscholarsofthevery

firstorder(Chrysolorus,Argyropoulos,Carcondillas,Lascaris,Plethon,Bessarion,

etc.),aSWellaspriceless
Greekmanuscriptswhichgavetremendousimpetus and

stimulustothestudyofGreekclassicalthought(Platon,AristotelesnotthroughAra-
bictranslationbutinoriginalGreek,StoicsandEpicurians),andliterature(Homer,

Aeschylusandothertragicwriters,1yricalpoetslikeSapphoandAnacreon,etC･)･In
turnItalyproducedherhumanistssuchasC･Salutati,L･Bruni,P･Bracciolini,Fr･

Barbaro,PopeNicolasV,G.daVerona,V.daFeltro,andL.Valla･

ThisfirstgenerationofItalianhumanistswasnot,however,merelycontemplative

aswerethosewhoweretofbllow.Theybelongtothefirststageofthehumanistic

movementandplayedanactiveroleinthegovernmentoftheirownclty,Orelsethey

fbughtstronglyagainsttheenemyoftheidealstheywereupholding.Theiridealswere

essentiallyrepublican,andwemaycallthem=civichumanists=･Theafbrementioned

fivereg10nalstateswerestillintheprocessofmaking,eaChriva11ingwiththeother･

ChanceloroftheFlorentineRepublic,ColuccioSalutatiwrotepamphletsoftremen-

dousimpactagainsttheimperialistic policy ofthe Milanese tyrantGianga!eazzo

Vicsonti;LorenzoValla,SerVlngKingAlfbnsoofNaples,refutedtheauthentlCltyOf

=DonatioCostantb2i",therebyundermlnlngthepapalpretensiontoseculardomina-

tion.ThesameVallaappliedlaterphilologlCaltext-CriticismeventotheHolyScrip-

turesandopenedthewaytotheRefbrmation.

Fromaliteraryperspective,however,thisenthusiasmfbrancientcivilizationleft

littlecreativeenergyfbrgenuineproduction･Humanistsprizedthemselvesinblindly

imitatingciceronianLatin,indeedsomeevenwroteinGreek･Butthosetwolanguages,

howev?rrichandrefinedtheymaybe,WereafterallfbrelgnlanguagestotheItalian

humanistsofthefifteenthcentury.Anenormousq11antityoftreaties,disputations,

epistles,Orationsandpoemswerewritteninbothclassicallanguages,Ofwhichvery

ftwretainreallyspontaneouscharacter･Ontheotherhand,0nlyafewwriters,SuCh

asLeonardoBruni,LeonardoGiustinianandVespasianodaBisticci,triedtowritein

theirown"vuなar"1anguage.
Inthefieldofplasticart,Onthecontrary,theintroductionandpenetrationofthe
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Greekclassicalstyle,Whichwastostampsostronglythegenerationstocomenotonly

inItaly,butalsothroughoutEurope,Wentwithirresistiblefbrce.TheworkofDona-

telloandGhibertiinsculpture,GentiledaFabriano,Masolino,MasaccioandFra

Angelicoinpalntlng,aSWe11asBrunelleschiandMichelozzoinarchitecture,tOCite

almostatJandomonlythosenamesthatsuggestthemselvestoourmind,eVOkeelo-

quently how smoothly the assimilation and"naturalization"ofclassicalelements

WeregalnlnggrOund.

Coincidingwiththissecondstageofthehumanisticmovement,thethirdphaseof

theItalianRenaissancewascharacterizedbythebalanceofpowerestablishedamong

the負vereglOnalstatesinthepeninsula.Thoughfragile,thisbalancenatura11ybrought
fbrtharelative politicalstability.The house of Medici,nOW(おjわcto tyrant of

FlorencesincetheadventofCosimode'Medicito thepowerin1434,Played the

PivotalroleintheItalianpolitics.Thegrandson ofCosimo,LorenzoilMagnyico

(died1492)confもrredanunparalleledlustreuponhiscity,PatrOnizingBoticelliaswe11

asyoungMichelangeloandRafaello,POetSlikeLuigiPulciandAngeloPoliziano,

PhilosopherssuchasChristofbroLandino,Picode11aMirandolaandMarsilioFicino.

FicinowentsofarastocelebratetherelgnOfLorenzo,1ikeningittotheancientGolden

Age.Culturalandartistice鐙もrvescencewasnotlimited,Ofcourse,tOFlorence.Naples

COuldboastofPontano,Panormita(AntonioBeccadelli)and,bestofall,Sannazzaro,
authorofthefamous"Arcadia"whichgaverisetotheEurope-widevoguefbrpastoral

romances(SirPhilipSidney,NicolasPoussin,Honored'Urfe,JorgedeMontemayor,
and others),While Milano,underLudovicoilMoro,adorneditselfwithworks of

Bramante as wellas ofLeonardo da Vinci.

Asalludedtoabove,thehumanistsofthissecondstagebecamecourtiersservlngthe

reglOnalprlnCeSOreVenlessertyrantslikeGonzagasofMantova,EstesofFerrara,

MontefeltrosofUrbino.Indoingso,theywerelessofthefree-minded,independent

thinkersthantheirpredecessorshadbeen.Rather,beingcutoffftomthehardpoliti-

Cal,SOCialorideologicalcommitmenttothe'bolげ'-localreality-,theybecameless
"engagゐ",butwiderinculturalperspective.Theyweresuccessfu1inrecastingclassi-

CalGreekandLatinmodelsintoreglOnal,OreVennationalmould.Asthebestexam-

Plesofthisassimilationofclassicalmodel,WeCanCite"LeStanze"and"0ゆ0"by
Poliziano,aSWe11as"Arcadia"bySannazzaro.Theneo-Platonicmovementpromoted

byMarsilioFicinomayalsobeinterpretedinthissamelight.

Thefburthandfinal-declining-PhaseoftheItalianRenaissancestartedinthe

lastdecadeofthefifteenthcentury.Theyear1492saw,infact,aSeriesofominous

events:Granada,thelaststrongholdofIslamicdominationinIbericpeninsula,ftll

tothejointfbrcesoftheQueenIsabellaofCastilliaandtheKingFerdinandoEICat-

tolicoofAragon;Lorenzode'Medici,ilMtzgn歩co,died;andtheGenovesenavigator

attheserviceoftheSpanishMajesties,CristofbroColombo,discoveredAmerica.
TheconquestofGranadamarkedtheendoftheMoslempowerinWesternEurope,

asitfu11ycarriedoutthecenturieslong"ReconquLsta"undertheunitedleadershipof
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CastilliaandAragon,andtherebysymbolizedthebirthofaSpanishnationalmonar-

Chy･NationalmonarchieswerealsocomlngintoexistenceinFranceandinEngland

approximatelyatthesametime.ThedeathofLorenzoil物所coindicatedtheendof
aneversodelicatelymaintainedba]anceofpowerandusheredinthepoliticalanarchy

WhichwastobesodisasterousforthewholeItalianpeninsulainthefbllowlngde-

Cades･ThediscoveryoftheNewWorldannouncedthetransferofthecentreofgra-

VitylnWOrldpoliticsffomtheMediterraneanshorestocountriesnorthoftheAIps;

Spain,Portugal,France,Holland,Germanyand England.

WhileItaly remained dividedinto smallor middle-Sized states,eaChjealously
Pullingtheotherdown,SOthatnonecouldachievethepositionofeminenceand

COmmandtotheothers,intherestofEuropethereorganizationofpoliticalstruCture

WaSmakingslgnificantadvance,ParticularlyinSpain,FranceandinEngland.Ineach

Ofthesecountries,internalstruggle-theReconquLgta(998-1492)inSpain,theHun-
dredYears'WarwithEnglandwhichwasfbllowedbythestrugglebetweentwohouses

OfValoisandBourgogne(deathofCharleslb肋6rab･ein1482)inFrance,andthe
WarofRoses(1455-1485)inEnglandhaduntilthenfrustratedattemptsatthenational

unification･Butonceunificationwasachieved,thesestatesbecamegiantscapableof
ralSlngarmedfbrcesfarsuperiorinnumber,Strategyandindisciplinethananarmy

OfcondottieriwhichanyItalianreg10nalstatecouldevermuster.

Ontheotherhand,Whateverthevicissitudesofherpoliticalsituation,Italycon-

tinuedstilltofaroutshineallotherEuropean countriesin brilliance,elegance and

refinement.So thatit became the object ofcovetousandgreedyattentiononthe

PartOfthesoverelgnSOfthosenewlyfbrmednorthernnationalstates.Firstamong

them,KingCharlesVIIIofFrancedescendedintoItalyin14940nlytwoyearsafter

thedeathofLorenzoilMagnifco･Thisinva?iontookplaceattherequestofthe
tyrantofMilano,theunscrupulous andinconsiderate LudovicoilMoro,Whohas

Calculatederronouslyasitturnedout,tOmakeuseofthefbrcesofFrenchmonarch

Whowasdangerouslystrongerthanhimself,inordertostrengthenhisownposition
in the duchy ofMilano.But as CharlesVIIIcrossed the AIps at the head ofa

fbrmidablearmyof50,000men,alltheItalian states were seized with panicand

Surrenderedwithout ever trying to o丘もr any substantialresistance.Charles VIII

leadhistriumphanttroopsasfarsouthasNapleswherehewastoproclaimvalid

thepretensionoftheFrenchcrowntotheheritageoftheprlnCelyhouseofAnjou.
ButasCharlesnonchalantlysavouredhiseasyItalianconquest,ananti-Frenchcoali-

tionwasrapidlyfbrmedtoincludetheveryLudovicoilMorowhohadinadvertently

invitedCharlestoItaly,FerdinandoEICαitolicoofSpain,Pope,VeneziaandtheEm-

PerOrMaximilianvonHapsburg.Suddenlysenslngtheimminentdanger,theFrench

monarchabandonedthekingdomofNaplesinahastyattempttoregainFrance.Al-

thoughotherstriedtobarhisretreatandthebattleofFornovo(1495)resultedin
militaryvictoryofthecoalitionarmy,Charlessafelyscrambledhomewiththerich

SPOilsofhisexpeditionintact.Thiscourseofeventshadgivensuchagustofbrthe

ItalianenterprlSetOthelaterFrenchmonarchs,thattheyemuIatedCharlesdescend-

1ngrePeatedlyintoItalyduringtherelgnSOfLouisXIIandFrancoisI.Itwasonlythe
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SigningoftheTreatyofCateau-Cambresis(1559)betweenHenriIIofFranceand
FelipeIIofSpain,thatput a stop to the Frenchinvasion ofItaly.The political

VaCuumleftbyFrance,however,WaSSOOntObe負11edbySpain,andfromthemid-

Sixteenthcenturyonward,fbrtwohundredyears,Spainremainedsolemasterofthe

Italianpenjnsula.ButthisislongafterthedemiseoftheRenaissanceinItaly･

Comlngbackto1494,CharlesVIII,sItaliancampalgnreVealedtoeverybodythe

endemicweaknessofthemake-believedeftnsesoftheItalianstates.Spainfbllowed

quicklytheleadofFranceandinitsturnbegantodepredatethepeninsul卑.Another

notableconsequenceoftheFrenchinvasionwasthecollapseoftheMedicigovernment

inFlorence.Piero,SOnOfilMbgn挿co,behavedwithasmuchimprudenceaspolitical
"naFvet6"ingolngOutWithoutdueconsultationwithhiscounsellorstomeetCharles

VIIIattheverymomentwhentheFrencharmywasdrawlngnear.Themoveroused

the suspIClOn Ofthe city's mercurialanti-Medicifaction,afraidastheywerethat

thedbjわcto tyrant was attempting to＼receive o伍cialtitle as Duke of Florence

COnfbrreduponhimbytheFrenchmonarchinexchangefbl-deliverlngtheircityto

theFrench.Infaceoftheprospectofimminentseigeaccompaniedwiththeuncon-

firmed rumour ofPiero's pendingtreason,the Florentine population brokeinto

revolt,fbrclngtheMedicitoflee丘omthecityontheAl-no.

AftertheMedicicametheshort-1ivedtheocraticgovernmentofSavonarola,Which

wasfbllowed,in1498,byanewrepublicangoverhmentheadedbyPieroSoderiniwith

youngMachiavelliathisside.Thissavonarolianreligiousrevivalisoftenconsidered

asastepbacktomedievalfanaticism,butnothingcouldbefurther丘omthetruth･

Popularreligiousfeverwhichrecurredtimeand aga)nthroughouttheRenaissance
wasthedirectresultofthe丘anciscananddominicanmovements,aStheyaimedwith

boundlesszealatthepropagationoftheteachingofChristamongpeopleofeverywalk

oflifb.Itwasthe"popularization",inthebestsenseoftheterm,OftheChristianfaith･

Later,SuCheffbrtsweretotakefbrmoftheRefbrmationinthecountriestothenorth

OrtbeAlps.

In thefirst quarterofthe16thCentury,after successfu11yinvadingItaly,Spain

gainedtheupperhandinhercompetitionwithFrance.Inthecourseofherstruggle
fbrsupremacyinthepeninsula,SpainfirstproceededtorestoretheMediceanparty

inFirenze,headedbyGiovannide'Medici-futurePopeLeoX-in1513･Butthe

reglmeWaSShort-1ived,fbralreadyin1527,therebrokeoutthatinfamous=sackof

Rome"whichlaidwastetheBternalCityandfbrcedthePopeClementeVII-anOther

Medici-tOtakerefugeinCastelSant'AngeloandtobegpeaceoftheEmperorCharles

V.Taking advantage of this weakened Mediciposition,Florentines overthrew

Mediceangovernmentandre-eStablishedtherepublicfbrthethirdtime.Bythistime,

however,the Renaissancewas practically atits endinItaly,despitetheoutward

Showofitsartisticandculturalbrillianceenhancedbysuchhigh-SOundingnamesas

Rafaello,Michelangelo,Machiavelli,Castiglione,Guicciardimi,BoiardoandAriosto.

Thiswas no more than the swan's song.The collapse ofthe Third Florentine

Republicin1530,afteraheroicdeftnseconductedbythepopularmi1itiafbunded

byMachiavelli,againsttheSpanisharmyasitmarchedtorestore theMedicifor
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thesecondtime,Symbolizedthedemiseofthecivicspiritoflocalindependencethat

WaSSOvitaltotheItalianRenaissance.

Butjustaboutatthistime,thatis,attheverybeginnlngOfthe16thcentury,aSthe
ItalianRenaissancewasdrawlngneartOitsend,themovementwasre-born,butthis

timetakingona"national",-instead of=local=-fbrmandinthecountriestothe

northoftheAlps･Inthelimitedspaceallottedtous,itisabsolutelyimpossibletodeal

COmPrehensively with the various Renaissancesin France,Spain,England and

elsewhere･Itwouldsu侃cehere,then,tOenlistsomeofthegeneralcharacteristicsof

thenorthernRenaissances,aStheycontrasttotheoriginalItalianmovement.
Tobeginwith,itisimportanttonotethattheinitialimpetusfbrthesenorthern

Renaissancestookthefbrmofthecourtlyhumanismcorrespondingtothesecond

StageOfItalianhumanism,the爺rsthavingbeen=civic"orrepublicanhumanism.Fur-

thermorethemovementwasinspiredfromabove,inthatitwasimportedffomItaly

underthepatronageofthemonarchsofnewlyestablishednation-StateSWhocom-

missionedthework ofleadingItalianinte11ectuals and artists.Thus the northern
humanismattheoutsetpresentsasharpcontrasttotheItalianhumanismwhich,inits

firststageatleast,tOOkthefbrmofaspontaneous,Civicmovementgrownup丘om

amongthecitizensofthecity-rePublic,jealousoftheirlocalindependenceandde-
terminedtoenhancetherepublicanvirtuesofCatoandCicero,aStheyfu11yapproved

thetyrannicideasexemplifiedbyLucreziaandBrutus･ThesefirstgenerationItalian

humanistsweredeeplycommittedtothepoliticsandwelfareoftheirownpoILs.Later,

however,WiththeadventofmiddlesizedreglOnalprlnCIPalitiesoroligarchicstates,the

Italianhumanistsgraduallyfbundthemselvescutofffromrealpoliticalconcerns.The

lessinvoIvedinthereality,themorecontemplativehavetheybecome,butwhatwaslost

indirectinvoIvement,theygainedinwiderperspectiveandinhigherlevelofspecula-

tion･Anditisthistypeofhumanismmoreapttobeacceptedbythecourtsofnew

nationalmonarchs,thatwassoenthusiasticallyhai1edbySirThomasMore,Erasmus,

Reuchlin,JuandeValdes,GuillaumeBud6,andmanyotherscholarsinthenorth.

Andyetineachofthesecountries,bythistime,therehadgraduallycometogaln

inimportanceaclass十preCisely=burghers=-thatwasablefirsttorespondtothenew

intellectualturnofmindcomlngffomthesouthofAIps,thentoassimilateit,PrOduc-

1ngafbrmofexpressionartistic,1iterary,teChnological,Whichwasunmistakably=na-

tional=,andatthesametimedistinctively"Renaissance"initsexuberance,VlgOrand

refinement･Inthe16thcenturytothenorthoftheAIps,ShakespeareandMarlowein

England,Rabelais,RonsardandduBellayinFrance,Cervantes,LopedeVegaand

Cald6rondelaBarcainSpain,WerethustheverycounterpartsofDante,Petrarca

andBoccaccioinItalyinthe14thcentury･Therewashoweveronekeydi痛もrence:fbr

the northern Renaissances,theprocesswasexactly thereverseofthatwhichhad

CharacterizedtheItalianexperienceasdiscussedabove･TothenorthoftheAlps,the

movementwasinaugtlratedftomthetop,1edbyacontemplative,intellectualhuman-

ism,undertheroyalpatronage,andproduced,intheend,bothstronglynatibnaland

universalgeniuses.Also,thetimespunoftheNorthernRenaissanceswaslessthana
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halfthatofItalianexperience,fbrintheNorth,themovementcould profitfrom

theexperimentsandmodelssetbytheearlierItalianRenaissance.

TheRenaissancesintheNorthcametoanendattheearliestinthesecondquarter

ofthe16thcentury(inGermany,duetotheRefbrmationandPeasants,Warbegunin
1524),and at thelatestin thefirst quarter ofthe17th(in England and Spain,

Shakespeare and Cervantes diedin the same year1616).Although the causes

Varyfromcountrytocountry,the end oftheseNorthern Renaissances,aSinItaly,

WaSmarkedbythedisappearanceofthesenseofabundance,Varietyandharmony.

Atthesametime,however,inFranceandEngland,"burghers"steadilycontinuedto

galnimportanceinthemanagementofthenewnationalmonarchy.Inalliancewith

theemerglngnationalmonarchs,the"burgher"classworkedtodemolishtheftudal-
isticanddecentralizingpowerofthenobility,inastrugglewhichwastotakethefbrm

Orreligiouswar.This cooperationled to the enthronement ofabsolute monarchs

Withdivinerighttorulebut,inalaterperiod,reSultedinthesemonarchs'beingfbrced

toacceptconstitutionalityand,eVentually,1edtotheirdethronement.Intheprocessof

thishistoricdevelopment,the"burghers"weretransfbrmedintoamodern"bourgeois"

Class,mOrenational-COnSCiousthantheburghersofItaliancity-StateS.Thenewclass

emergedprofbundlymarkedbytheinternalreligiousstruggle,in that theybecame

morallyandintellectuallymoresober,auStereand unifbrm.

InSpain,Ontheotherhand,anation-StateWaSfbrmedtoo.Butafterashortperiod

OfunprecedentedprosperityandaⅢuenceduetothediscoveryoftheNewWorld,due

inparticulartothegold,Silver and otherpreciousmetals ftom Mexico and Peru,

duealsotothespleCeS丘omSoutheastAsia,thenewlyfbrmednation-Statebeganto

Stumbledespiteaseriesofnamboyantmilitarysuccess.ThefabulousrichesofSouth

AmericaandtheOrient,insteadofbeingusedtoconsolidateSpanish"burghers"asa

Classproductiveofthe"wealthofthenation",PaSSeddirectlythroughthehandsof

themonarchsandgrandeesinordertofinancewhatwereintheendruinousfbrelgn

expeditions.Notonlythat,thoserichestrlggeredinthecountryaverysteepin8ation

Whichhadadisasterouse丘もctonthe,"burghers"whomaywellhaveotherwisedevel-

OPedintoamodern,national"bourgeoisie".Togetherwith economicandpolitical

Stagnation,arigidmoralandreligiousconformismalsodevelopedasaresultofthe
longpracticeofinquisition,SuChthatthe"SiglodeOro"(GoldenCentury,the16th

C.)cametoanabruPtendingbythe1620s.
Inthecaseofthe16thcenturyGermany,thesituationwasquitesimilartowhatwas

thenprevailinginItaly,albeitminusItaly'sbri11iantantecedents.TheGermanRe-

naissance,aSelsewhereintheNorth,initiallytookthefbrmofanintellectual,humanis-

ticmovement.ButGermanburgherswhohadtocopewithastronglyfbudalisticand
Stillpowerfu11andedgentry,remainedratherconservativeandtimid.Nordidstrong

nation-StateOrClearmonarchica11eadershipemergeinGermany.Therebroke out

alsothe"Peasants'War".Thepeasants'uprlSlngWaSinspiredbytheRefbrmation

leaderswhosepreachinghadthesametenetsradicalfranciscanffiarshadheldfbur

hundred years earlier.Butin the16th century,German burghers,unlike their

COunterPartSinthe13thcenturyItaly,refusedingeneraltomakecommoncausewith
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POPular movements.Indeed quite the contrary occurred,aS burghers,infbrmlng

allianceswithlocalprlnCeS,Participatedintheruthlesssuppressionofpopularcauses.

Forthesevarlegatedbutinter-related reasons,the German Renaissance wasvery

Short-1ived andnevefachieved anationwidefbrm.Fromamoralperspective,the

balanceoffbrcesinGermanyresultedinatightened disciplineineveryaspectof

SOCiallifb,Whichhadthee能ctofsmotheringtheverylibertyofbeingdiverseand

COlourfu1thatwassoessentialtothe Renaissance.

Bythefirstquarterofthe17thcentury,eVeryWhereinEuropeandinveryfacetof

humanendeavour,Whetheritbecultural,religiousoreconomlC,POlitical,1iteraryor

artistlC,anOtherperiod-theModernAge-hadbegun.This newagewascharac-

terizedbyapoliticalstructurewhichwasatoncewiderandnarrowerthanthatofthe

Renaissance.Thenewpoliticalstructurewas basedessentially onthe nation-State

and,aCCOrdingly,itsbehaviourwasnationalandみ2ter-national,WhereasRenaissance
StruCturehadbeenlocalbutuniversalinexpressionandambition.Theartandlitera-

tureoftheModernAgewereinternationa11yunifbrm■(thinkofbaroqueorrococo

Style)throughout Europe,tOrmented(inhibitively agitated),lacking that serene,

Staticharmony,Orunbridled,heatlthy,dynamicexuberanceoftheRenaissance.The

"Trager"ofcivilizationalsochanged.Cityburghers,althoughstillremalnlngthemain
fbrce drivingfbrward to the ModernAge,had been transfbrmedinto a modern

"bourgeois"class,mOrePragmaticandintenselyeconomical-Partlyfbrthereasons

analyzedbyMaxWeberinhisjustlyfamous"DieprotestantLscheEthikunddbrGeLgt
dbs KqpitalLsmus".The ModernWorld,finally,WaS mOre SOber,religiously more

rigid,mOrerationaloratleastconcretelylogicalthantheRenaissancehadeverbeen･

AsaresulttheModernAgeleftlittleroomfbrfantasy,1maginationandspeculation.

Indeed,theverycriteria-=reason=-aCCOrdingtowhich oneteststhetruthofa

Statement,hypothesisorphenomenon hadchanged,Whichis perhaps the clearest

indication that a radicaldi飴rencein mentalattitude had occurred.

Contrarytothegenerallyacceptedhistoricalinterpretationwhichholdsthatthe

"Renaissance"wasaperiodconfinedmainlytothe16thcentury,Wehaveputfbrward

here a very commonplace notionthatawide-SPread,multi-Phasemovementlike

"Renaissance"mustchronologicallydi飴rinitsoccurrencefromoneplacetoanother.
InItalytherelevantperiodrunsffom1266to1530,andinthecour各eOfthesetwo

Centuriesandahalfacompletecycleofsocio-Culturalevolutionwhichhadorlglnated

Simultaneouslyinseveralpeninsularcity-StateS,WaSfu11yenacted.Ontheotherhand,

inthe countries to thenorth oftheAIps,at the outsetthe Renaissance was ex-

Periencednotasaspontaneouslocalmovement,butassomethinglntrOduced丘om

abovein the fbrm ofcourtly humamism,aS a Part Ofculturalpolicy ofnational

unification occurrlngunder the direction of newly fbrmed nationalmonarchies.

Nonethelessintheenditgaverisetogenuine,localRenaissance,Characterizedby

distinctive ftaturesin each country,and endowed at the same time with the

unmistakablecharacteristicsoftheperiod:VlgOr,abundance,high-flowninspiration,

harmonyandgrace･Bythebeginmngofthe16thcentury,aSinternalstrifbparticular
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toeachcountrycametoanendinNorthernEurope,theRenaissancebegannorth

oftheAlps,COnCOmitantlywiththeemergenceofthenation-StateWhichwasbeing

builtthroughthecooperationofthemonarch-tO-beandtheburgherswho,taking

advantageoftheroyalpolicy ofcentralization ofpower,WOrkedto curtailthe

ftudalisticrjghtsofthearistocracy･AtthebeginnlngOfthisprocess,thestillweak

anduncertainroyalpowercouldnotdowithoutthesupportoftheburghers(leT7e
Etat),buttogainthatsupport,aCertainamountoffreedomandinitiativehadtobe

concededthem.Thusburghersofthenorthfbundthemselvesinapositionsomewhat

analogoustothatinwhichtheirItaliancounterpartshadbeentowardthecloseofthe

InvestitureStrugglebetween the Hohenstaufbns and Roman Ponti丘盲･Analogous

thoughthesituationmaybe,Whatfbllowedwas,Ofcourse,difftrent･Inthecase
Of13thcenturyItaly,itwastheindependentcity-StateS,their ruthlessrivalryand

inabilityofanyoneofthemtosubdue,Others,that allowedeveryonetobefiercely

individualistic,unSCruPulouslyself･aSSerting.TothenorthoftheAIps,however,by

the beginnlng Ofthe17th century,the Renaissance movementsweresoontobe

overshadowedbycentralizedroyalpower･Inthisprocessofcentralization,inwhich

theburghersplayedkey-rOle,they alsofbundthemselves beingtransfbrmedintoa

modern=bourgeois=class,anditwaspreciselyatthispoint,thatbegantheModern

Age,.aPeriodjわndbmenia砂櫛rentinspiritualandworldlyoutlook二丘omthe
RenalSSanCe.Andelsewherein Europe where a process of this naturedidnot

OCCur,Whatreignedwasbutstiflingstagnation.The"Renaissance"wasover:"Vive

ねRe乃αねぶα乃Ce!=
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