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“The Tale of Genji” from a Thanatological Point of
View

Masaki Yoshida

“The Tale of Genji” can be understood from a thanatological point of view.
The tale contains a number of deaths, and Hikaru-Genji is surrounded with
them all the time. This article pays attention to three deaths he experiences
while he is young: the deaths of his mother Kiritsubo, his grandmother and
his lover Yugao. The three deaths have great influence on Hikaru-Geniji.

Hikaru-Genji has such feelings that man shall have when he encounters
death. He feels strange when he meets with the first death. He misses the
dead when he meets with the second. He is sad when he meets with the
third. Experiencing the repeated deaths, Hikaru-Genji gets to foresee his
own death, but resists the deaths of his families and lovers to the last, in the
hope of not losing his relationship with them. In the wake of the deaths, he
feels abandoned, floating and distanced. These feelings are united into one
feeling, “.[#l L ", helplessness or loneliness (“.0»” means heart, and “#i L”
means thin in a literal sense).

This article reconsiders, from a thanatological perspective, the meaning of
“|»fl L” and other feelings that Hikaru-Genji has when he encounters
death, and concludes that it is Hikaru-Genji’s destiny to be surrounded with
death, and that he encounters other’s death with a subconscious awareness
of his own.
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