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A Study of Cultural Variations through the
Analysis of Linguistic Expressions of Life and
Death in Japanese and Korean

Namtaek Jin

Since language is closely connected with culture, various aspects of
culture are reflected in language. Thought on life and death is also
deeply engraved on language, and every language substantiates the unique
view of life and death of the speech community. This paper aims at giving
a preliminary analysis of cultural variation in the view of life and death
between Japanese and Korean speech communities, by comparing
linguistic expressions concerning life, death, the human body, embryos,
etc. Special attention is given to euphemisms and the range of usage.

For example, euphemisms for 'to die' show contrast between these two
languages: nakunaru, a Japanese euphemism, originally meaning 'to be
lost!, suggests a viewpoint in this world, while the Korean counterpart,
doragasida 'to go back', is an expression with the focus on the afterlife.
Such difference may reflect different views of life and death between the
two communities.

147(246)



