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From “Sobbing with Grudge” to “The Dance of
Blessing”:The Experience of Death as a

Homicide and Ritual Elimination of Sin in Spirit
Cult in Thailand

Hidetake Yano

"This paper focuses on a religious group in Thailand. The group
practices a special ritual in which clientele perform spirit possession. The
group insists that this ritual, with some other offerings, can calm down
vengeful spirits and eliminate the suffering of the clientele. Further,
the group explains that such vengeful spirits arise from sinful acts
committed by the clientele, such as homicide, including abortion, with
intention or without intention.

By focusing on this peculiar ritual and its explanation, we are trying
to understand part of the image of death in Thailand. The image of
death in this ritual and its explanation seems to be different from the
usual idea of death in Theravada Buddhism and in spirit worship in
Thailand. This is because this ritual and its explanation concern unusual
death, especially the experience of death as a homicide.

The status of this unusual experience is unstable and also difficult
to deal with. Sometimes it may be against the ethics of Theravada
Buddhism. Focusing on this experience may lead to a deeper
understanding of the ethics of Theravada Buddhism in Thailand.
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