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Toward Emancipating Ourselves from a Particular
Notion of Death: As Suggested by the History of
Religion in Ancient India and Buddhism

Masahiro Shimoda

With the rapid and astonishing development of science and technology in
recent years, the situation surrounding contemporary society has become
incredibly complicated, and accordingly, the topic of life and death has come
to be discussed in a greater variety of contexts than it has ever been before.
In this situation, due to the nature of contemporary sciences that pursue an
ideal rationality only valid in their own closed territory, each individual
context in which one particular topic is being discussed is, seen on the
whole, left unrelated to others. Due to the sectionalism inherited in sciences
today, the very simple fact of the death of one and the same individual also
remains confined separately in several dimensions, such as biological death,
social death, and personal death. Attempts, as have been commonly
witnessed, to reconcile the interests of these different arenas by making the
respective agents engage in dialogue with one another does not seem to
have been very successful; on the contrary, one solution they have reached
immediately leads to another new, more complicated trouble. This theme is
not appropriately dealt with only by focusing on the issue in its present
appearance; to arrive at a more long-lasting philosopher’s stone, attention
must be paid to the accumulations of the socio-religious legacy in the long
history of the human race, the final layer of which contemporary issues have
been shaped by in their particular form.

This paper, discussing the formation process of a particular
Weltanschauung of transmigration in ancient India, and especially focusing
on the response to this worldview from the Buddhism side, aims to provide
an example to suggest a possible solution, culminating ideally in liberating
one from a signified, closed concept of death of whatever kind and of
whatever dimension.
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