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The Reality of Life: Referring to
the Problems of Surrogate Mother

Kimitoshi Ueno

In nearly all countries, it is now prohibited to have a child by a surrogate
mother. Why is it forbidden to have a surrogate mother give birth to one's
child? In this paper, we will try to go through some reasons for the
prohibition of the use of a surrogate mother. By doing so, we will be able to
get a precious clue to grasping an understanding of the reality of life, too.

First we examine the reason which is raised from the feministic point of
view. According to feminist theory, infertility does not have to be considered
one of the ills of life and should be accepted readily. But the feministic point
of view cannot function effectively because it cannot cope with real problems
of the use of a surrogate mother. Not all sterile women can be persuaded not
to have a child by a surrogate mother for the reason feminists raise.

Secondly we go into the reason based on the real problem that mental
strain can be imposed on surrogate mothers. For example, when the women
who agree to serve as surrogate mothers are deprived of a chance to show
their maternal love to the child they bring into the world, they may be put in
a vulnerable position. But this reason cannot always make us prohibit the
use of surrogate mother, because there are possibilities that surrogate
mother’s devices for nurturing her child can primarily be respected by legal
restrictions. Under the condition that we must protect surrogate mothers’
right at all points, we can also bar exploiting their fertility commercially.

Furthermore, we examine the adequacy of the reason based on the right
of the resulting children to know the donors’ identity. It is true that children
may plunge into identity crisis when the right to know where they come
from is impaired. But this crisis can be overcome by a relationship of trust
between all interested parties.
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As a whole, it is concluded that problems relating to surrogate
motherhood can be settled by relationships built on long-term trust by all
involved. And this conclusion makes us comprehend the reality of life, i.e.
the fact that no child can live a life without being bred and protected by
others around. When we think primarily of this reality, we can’t but notice
that it is different from the one which is supposed in the discussion about
self-determination given to people facing death.
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