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The Discourses on Spirituality in the Indigenous
Hawaiian People’s Movement.

Hatsumi Takemura

This paper explains the idea of “spirituality” or “Hawaiian spirituality,”
which are expressed by the people involved in the Indigenous People’s
movement in Hawaii since around the early 1970s. We will consider this
under the following five viewpoints.

(1) Jumping over Gaps by Developing the Idea of Spirituality: The people
involved in the movement seek access to their ethnic tradition, but they
are faced with difficulty because of loss of the old customs and lack of
historical materials written by their ancestors. In order to overcome
these difficulties, they have established the idea of “spirituality.” Then
they have been attempting to jump over the historical and informational
gaps, using this conception.

(2) Claiming One’s Rights by Developing the Idea of Spirituality: The people
belonging to the “non-Western World” both through their self-
consciousness and through historical backgrounds have already been
within the world system established in the course of globalization.
Everyone within this system is supposed to share the idea of modern
values, such as rights and equality.Historically speaking, the fact is that
these values have not been fairly distributed among them. Therefore,
they eventually began claiming them. In the process, they have set up
the idea of “spirituality,” which seems to be pre-modern at a glance. By
doing so, they assume themselves anti-West.

(3) Differentiating Themselves from Others by Developing the Idea of
Spirituality: Nationalism, on one hand, adopts the universal modern
format, and on the other hand, aims to differentiate one’s own group
from others (Thessa M. Suzuki). In the Hawaiian indigenous people’s
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movement, they put emphasis on their own spiritual relationship
between them and the Hawaiian land. They display an image of the
indigenous people through making discourses on the Hawaiian
spirituality which they say belong only to them. This idea makes them
stand out as spiritually privileged people on the Hawaiian islands.

(4) Character of the Idea of Spirituality Applicable across Every Social

®)

Function: Rights-claiming movements by indigenous Hawaiians are
closely connected with other Hawaiian’s local movements, such as life-
improvement movements, cultural revivalism, environmentalism,
feminism and so on. These movements interface with one another. The
idea of spirituality plays a significant role in connecting these different
movements. What is in play here is the character of the idea of
spirituality applicable across every social function.

Establishing Personal Identity through Developing the Idea of
Spirituality: Similar to many counter-culture movements, the indigenous
people’s movements in Hawaii require of their participants an internal
transformation. By joining the activism, the person finds a root of
his/her personal identity in his/her private world, and simultaneously
takes interests to the public world, that is, the social environment in
which Hawaiian indigenous people live. Joining the movement can be a
significant event for his/her personal life history. Here we can find
public and private worlds interfere with each other.
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