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The Death and Life Views of Children’s Literature

Chieko Osawa

Much of the subject matter of children’s literature includes death aspects
especially Western Europe. Before the Modern period, there were myths,
legends and folk (fairy) tales. Similar trends can be identified in textbooks
and guidebooks for behavior, morality and religion of this era.

In the nineteenth century, Hans Christian Andersen created original tales
for children. He published many stories for children, in which are included
aspects of death. Andersen’s story integrated imaginative folk beliefs and the
Christianity. Andersen was strongly longing for immortal life. Trying to
escape from death in real life, one is not able to overcome difficulties. Many
authors in England subsequently contributed to this new literary genre.

In Japan, Kenji Mivazawa was also influenced by Andersen’s story. He was
a celebrated author who was simultaneously a promoter of faith in the Lotus
Sutra. His tales contain aspects of both death and life. A dual-structured
work of his that includes death and life typifies Miyazawa’s style of fantasy.
He believed that fantasy which included such dualism could take us to the
realm of truth in which lies beyond reality.

Children’s literature supplies important aspects of death and life, which is
why it is an effective means of conveying an author’s religious view.
Children’s authors made full use of their imaginations in creating alternate
realities, and through this, attempt to understand the meaning of the world.
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