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Portraits as iei: The Cases of Fukuzawa Yukichi
and Nakae Chomin

Maki Fukuoka

This article examines the interplay between constructed narratives for the
dead, and the role of fei (portraits of the deceased, mostly but not limited to
photographic representations) in the process of memorializing the dead.
More specifically, I will analyze how fef served in constructing narratives of
the deaths of Fukuzawa Yukichi and Nakae Chomin, influential intellectuals
of the Meiji Japan. Both of them passed away in 1901.

Within the discourse of the history of photography, scholars have
proposed possible explanations to articulate the relationship between the
actual person/object/scenery and their photographic representations.
Moreover, the “inherent” characteristics of the photographic medium, in
particular, have been linked closely to the concept and the experience of
death. However, in regard to iei, I contend that these theories overlook and
thus fall short of explaining multivalent functions and purposes of using
portrait photographs to commemorate the dead.

Considering the elusive and expansive ways that portrait images function,
I focus on the published books that include iei to analyze how their portraits
interact with the narratives that these publications aim to construct, and
tease out the desires and intentions that lay behind the selections, given
captions, and the order in which their iei were published.

I look at Fukuzawa Sensei Aitoshu published by the Keio Gijuku
newspaper three months after his death, and two publications by Nakae
Chomin a few months before his death, Ichinen Yihan and Zoku Ichinen
Yuhan. There are several contrasting elements in these publications. While
Keio Gijuku, the private school Fukuzawa founded, edited and organized his
life story and the records of the funeral, Nakae edited and organized his own
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thoughts in these publications upon learning his cancer would end his life
within a year and a half. Fukuzawa Sensei Aitoroku includes four iei of
Fukuzawa and seven photographs documenting his funeral. Nakae argued
that using portrait images as memento mori demonstrated a typical behavior
of self-centered philosophy, and claimed such use as “unreasonable.”
However, both of these books include two photographic portraits. Taking
these examples as cases in which the tension between iei and the
constructed narratives of their stories cause friction, I shed light on the
interrelated aspects of their iei and their remembered lives and death.

232(159)



