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From “Inner Child as Otherness” to Birth and
Death: Pedagogy, Death and Life Studies,
Psychoanalysis

Shigeyuki Akiyama

This paper attempts to explore the possibilities of psychoanalysis in
“pedagogy” and “death and life studies”.

Firstly, as for “pedagogy”, most studies have regarded psychoanalytic
theory as just a supporting science and therefore have focused on the
application of psychoanalysis to educational methods. On the other hand,
this study sets out to re-consider the way of narrative and thinking in
pedagogy and to examine the liminality of those. Particularly this study
focuses on the first person’s (impersonal) perspective and the problem of
“Inner Child as Otherness”. It can be defined as unknowable memories and
feelings in one’s childhood which have alienated and dissociated from his or
her inner conscious world. It is clarified by Freud’s notion of “infantile
Amnesie (infantile amnesia)”, “Deckerinnerung (screen-memory)”,
“Unheimliche (Uncanny)” and “Urszene (primal scene)”. As a result, these
discussions lead us to the conclusion that the dichotomy between adults and
children dissolves into no-boundary. Likewise, “Inner Child as Otherness” is
connected to “Geburtstrauma (birth trauma)” and “Todestriebe (death
instincts)”, consequently we can proceed to the discussion of the birth and
death. /

Secondly, with regard to “death and life studies”, in most studies
(especially thanatologies), the main stress falls on the event of death and the
moment of dying. In contrast, this study focuses on the influence of birth
and death upon human life and life cycle. “Geburtstrauma (birth trauma)” is
the origin of anxiety and “Todestriebe (death instincts)” is beyond
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“Lustprinzip (pleasure principle)”. In my understanding, it follows from this
that the influence of “Otherness” such as birth and death break the stability
and continuity of human life and it dissolves the obviousness of adulthood

and one’s being an “I”.
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