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Between the Two Sorts of Dead: Mourning and
Consolation of Souls in the Case of OKA Masaharu

Akira Nishimura

This paper deals the practical attitude of OKA Masaharu(1918-1994), a
pastor of Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church and an ex-member of the
Nagasaki City Council, toward two kinds of war dead: Korean atomic bomb
dead and Japanese fallen soldiers. He took an active part in keeping the
remains of Korean atomic bomb dead and building the memorial for them in
the Hypocenter Park in Nagasaki, while he accused the municipal
government’s involvement with the monuments for Japanese fallen soldiers
(CHUKONH]I).

I try to situate these two efforts of him within his life history. He had been
keeping his basic stance to pursuit responsibilities of Japanese power
including Emperor for the conduct of the war since his boyhood. And
besides he had been getting to blame himself as a Japanese national for
other Asians, especially Korean after his conversion. So his two efforts
derived from this same ‘responsibility’.

However his style of taking responsibility for Korean Dead had its own
characteristics. In front of the unknown remains he felt weird or frightening
atmosphere and heard the voice of dead. So here we can recognize proto-
morality at the level of pathos and emotions in realizing his responsibility.

In the case concerning CHUKONHI, he questioned the municipal
government’s involvement with the monuments and the fashion of dealing
with memorial service as “consoling souls”, which he took as Shintoistic
one. However his attitude for this problem lacks consistency since he set
aside the consolation of atomic bomb dead souls in this case. But thereby we
can understand that his aim for this case is in fact an alarm to the
intervention of state in private sphere of individual mourning.

We can see OKA's life as a mirror that reflects the movements of Japanese
society concerning the relation of living and war dead.
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