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Society which visuallizes “fetus”

Atsushi Tsuchiya

Pro — life movement is the social movement which asserts a ban on
abortion for the right of the “fetus” which exists in a pregnancy woman'’s
interior body. “Is fetus already a person with perfect personality ?- or are
some female inside-of-the-body tissues? — ” the question has been developed
as “an abortion dispute” in conflict between women movement and pro -life
movement in the West. Moreover, pro-life movement has been developed as
a large-scale social movement after the 1970s, mainly being connected with
religion movement centering on Catholic. Especially in the United States of
America, it has been developed as the intense social movement - obstetrician
and gynecologist’s murder by Catholic, such as NRLC. Moreover, in recent
years, establishment of an embryonic stem cell or human embryo clone
creation are also the point at issue.

On the other hand, pro - life movement in Japan was developed on a large
scale, by “Seicho-No-Ie” which is the Shintoism religious group in early of
the 1960s to the 1980s. Unlike the Western countries where abortion is
conventionally illegal, pro-life movement in Japan was started in the
situation where legalization of abortion was already made after the war in
1948.

In this paper, I do not take part in construction of the norm proposition on
whether “whether an embryo and an embryo to have the dignity as man”,
directly. In this paper, by comparison. the activity of Seicho-No-Ie which
leaded the process of pro-life movement in Japan in the social context of
those days, I analyse diachronically the mechanism in which existence of an
embryo becomes an issue as the point at issue on a life dispute or an
abortion dispute.

212(181)



