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Problematique of Psychological View on Life and
Death: In the Thoughts of Freud, Jung, and Frankl

Norichika Horie

This article recapitulates some psychological thoughts on life and death,
makes clear what are the issues, and reconstructs the problematique. The
authors discussed in it are those who objectified religion in psychological
terms and thereby elaborated their own alternative thoughts. The subjects
for discussions are Freud’s theory of mourning work and death instinct,
Jung’s “death and rebirth” and near-death experience, and Frankl’s
experience of concentration camp and search for meaning of life. First I
grasp the outline of their arguments, then, clarify the features of
psychological view on life and death. “Psychological view on life and death”
is the psychologically redescribed image of death and afterlife as
psychological reality, for the sake of maintaining meaning of life even in the
face of reality of death. It takes up the reality of death which is denied by
religious view on life and death on the one hand, and saves the meaning or
the value of life which is rejected by nihilistic view on life and death on the
other hand.
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