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Death and life view of the pet owners and the
reality of pets’ death:
The meaning of death of “family-like” others

Noriko Niijima

This paper examins how the reality of pets’ death influences the death and
life view of pet owners. In other words, it tries to understand the meaning of
death of “family-like” others, in order to clarify a range of meanings included
in a word, family.

It is not easy for the others to understand the difficulties experienced by
the bereaved people and nor is it easy to help them out from the difficulties.
By examining some cases of pet loss experiences the author collected, the
meanings of death of “family-like” others are explained.

Many bereaved pet owners are found to justify their loss experiences by
the concepts of “affection” and “dying a natural death”. But, in a reality,
these two concepts are individually understood in various way.

In the understandings of “affection” towards the pets, inequality between
pets and their owners will be clearly indicated. The owners quoted in this
paper used to take very good care of their beloved pet animals when they
were alive. However, once the pets died, some of the pets’ bodies, which
were no longer warm or soft, even provoked owners’ sense of fear. Some
scared owner handled a dead body of his pet as a garbage.

Sometimes, the understandings of the concept “longevity” or “life
expectancy” are even used to justify the discontinuing of medical procedures
aimed at prolonging the dying pets’ life.

In this kind of “contradictory” understandings having by the bereaved pet
owners, we will find keys to understand the difficulties of the bereaved
people who have lost their human family members well. Consequenﬂy, it is
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not always suitable to understand the difficulties of the bereaved only from
their outward kinship relationship with the deceased.
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