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Individualization of Family and Views of Death
and Life

Shin’ichi Ino

New styles of Funerals and Cemeteries such as ashes scattering have
emerged in Contemporary Japan. This change has been influenced by
individualization of family. We can distinguish the two aspects of
individualization : the change of family structure and the change of senses of
family members such as the use of separate surnames by married couple.
The change of family structure implies the nuclearization of family, smaller
number of children, and the growing trend to remain single. The succession
of Ie-Haka, family cemeteries became difficult.

This paper focuses on how people who live outside modern family such as
unmarried persons construct views of death and life in making choices of
styles of funerals and cemeteries.

Case studies reveal they are defiant toward Ie-Haka, family cemeteries,
critical about funeral customs and not particular about the dead body and
ashes. But they did not necessarily have particular views of death and life
from the first. They rather construct views of death and life suitable to the
style of uncustomary funerals and cemeteries they made choices of. Finally
we can confirm considering death leads to living their better lives.

269(298)



