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Life and Death of Hideo Kishimoto

Shunichi Miyajima

Hideo Kishimoto was the prominent scholar of religion in Japan after the
World War II. After being diagnosed with cancer, he wrote many
compositions about the topic of death. On the one hand, he insisted on the
scientific and objective characteristic of study of religion strongly as a
scholar of religion. On the other side, resulting from the cancer, it was said
that his subjective interest strengthened. This dissertation is concerning the
“conversion” to the latter and how it occurred, in addition whether
simultaneously with that something “it succeeded”, it is made clear. As for
structure itself of the life-death view, before the sickness and after having
become sick, there is no big change. But, Kishimoto could not believe in the
afterlife, however, arrived at the idea which considers death as “separation”.
As for this Kishimoto life-death view it came to be located in the Japanese
history of ideas. But not only his viewpoint of death itself, but also the
process where that is produced, characterizes Kishimoto as a scholar of
religion.
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