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The notions of “resistance” and ‘tactics’

Miho Ushiyama

“Resistance” and “tactics” are often used to describe the weak such as
slaves, sufferers or peasants. In this paper, I review the notions of
“resistance” and “tactics”, and describe the critics and problems about the
notions.

First I review the notions of power and resistance by Michel Foucault. He
says that “where there is power, there is resistance, and yet, or rather
consequently, this resistance is never in a position of exteriority in relation
to power”. His notion of resistance has influenced the academics. Next I
describe the notions of resistance by Paul Willis and Dick Hebdige. They
regard resistance as something sustaining and reproducing the existing
systems. Then I write about the notion of resistance by James Scott. He
suggests that resistance should not only be something revolutionary but also
include everyday practice with no intention of revolution.

In the 1990s and 2000s, some anthropologists criticized resistance
theories. They insisted that researchers should not interpret the practices
with no intention of resistance as resistance. They said that the researchers
must not neglect the “lived experience” by the agents and should keep from
interpreting as they wanted.

At last I introduce the notion of “tactics” by Michel de Certeau. I regard
“tactics” as something similar to “resistance” defined by Scott. However,
some academics quote “tactics” with new meanings. Ukigaya and Yogo use
“tactics” to describe sufferers. According to them, though such people are
suffered by diseases, they try to regard themselves as living positively.
Ukigaya and Yogo describe their attitudes as “tactics” relevant to identity. In
this sense, “tactics” appears different from “resistance”. I consider that
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“resistance” is a word relevant to society, but “tactics” defined by them is

used to describe identity.
The definitions of the notions change according to the change of society.
The criticisms and transitions of the notions of “resistance” and “tactics”

reflect the change of society

226(423)



