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The magical use of beads for burial and its
background in the Yayoi period

Chizuko Kotera

It is the custom observed widely from the prehistoric age to bury the
dead with something memorial, spiritual, and/or magical. These grave-
goods, their assortments, their layouts, and their burial manners are one of
the most useful materials in studying the death concepts of the people in
each period. It was also the fact in ancient Japan.

Through the Jomon, Yayoi and Kofun period, these grave-goods were
generally beads. People of these periods used the beads not only as
personal adornments but also as ritual goods, for they found magical powers
in these beads. The burial beads can be considered reflecting the concepts
of death of the above periods vividly.

In the Yayoi period, which this paper deals with, the manners of laying the
grave-goods became diversified as the progress of the social formation. This
means that the frame of mind of the people about the dead came to be more
diversified. In this stream, the ritual and magical use of the beads got
popular. This paper, after recapitulating characteristics and tendencies of
the manners of laying beads in the Yayoi period, picking out some patterns
of the layout of the beads, and examining their intentions, aims at analyzing
the frame of mind of the people in this era about the dead laying behind
these burial deeds.
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