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Child’s Narratives of Birth:
The Hidden Theme in S. Freud’s Analyse der
Phobie eines fiinfighrigen Knaben (1909)

Shigeyuki Akiyama

The purpose of this article is to examine the child’s narratives of birth in S.
Freud’s Analyse der Phobie eines fiinfighrigen Knaben (the case of “Little
Hans”).

In 1908, five-year-old Hans developed an acute and worsening fear of
horses, thus affording Freud a precious opportunity to study the Oedipus
complex. Freud believed that he had obtained in Little Hans a direct
confirmation of his theories. Likewise, after Freud’s research, most following
studies have regarded this case as one of the most typical examples of
Oedipal theory.

However, this article focuses on the other side (hidden theme) of this
case. Hans may have been doubtful as well as sensitive about the way in
which one (his younger sister Hanna and he himself) was created and his
doubts about birth were transformed into anxiety. We can always counter
any doubts about our origin with ordinary defenses and typical fantasies.
This study will demonstrate how Hans narrated the birth of Hanna and
himself. Particularly the main stress falls on the first person’s (existential)
perspective of one’s birth. Consequently I retrace the steps of the
development of the “I” and step down and back to the borderline where the
“I” emerged from its maternal matrix. ’
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