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Summaries

Peter Singer’s Worldview and its Relationship to
his Concept of Ethical Life

Emiko Yamamoto

This article examines Peter Singer’s way of thinking about the concept of
Ethical Life. Peter Singer is one of the leading members of the practical ethics
movement, and one of the most famous and influential philosophers alive. In his
work, he not only deals with philosophical and ethical questions, which are his
area of specialization, but also with politics, economics, medical care, environment,
international aid and sociobiology. He addresses these issues from within a
philosophical framework he developed based on a certain strand of utilitarianism.
Following this approach, he has devoted himself to formulate practical and
philosophical solutions to a variety of contemporary problems. He has also served as
the first president of the Institute of International Bioethics, the chair of the Great
Ape Project and has been active as a functionary of an animal rights organization.

In Japan, Singer’s theories have mainly received attention in the context of
animal liberation, vegetarianism, the study of personhood, and utilitarianism.
But, as Singer’s theories are therefore approached separately from the point of view
of each of these issues, it has not become apparent why he has been engaged in
thinking about universal ethics. By considering his writings, especially from paying
attention to “How are we to live? : Ethics in an age of self-interest”, we can discern that
his fundamental aim has been the elimination of suffering in the world.

The primary purpose of this article is to provide a discussion of Peter Singer’s

worldview and his underlying motivation for advocating Ethical Life.
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