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Summaries

An Inquiry into the Life of the Human and of the
Animal from the Viewpoint of Phenomenology

Akira Yoshida

Whar life is seems to be obvious. We can state that we live, of course, when
we act or recognize something. In the case of animals, we can also state that they
live when we observe certain behaviors in them. However, what Jiving itself means
is obscure. In this paper I would like ro clarify the meaning of /iving itself by
considering the way in which we comprehend living beings. It is not my purpose
in this paper to find whar kinds of biological features living beings generally have.
When we consider such a problem, we already presuppose what /iving is. Rather, 1
hope to make clear how we understand /ving itself.

For this purpose it is instructive to refer to the phenomenological analysis of
Husser! and Heidegger. I examine their arguments about the way we comprehend
living beings. In particular, I examine Husserl’s view on comprehending the animal
in Cartesian Meditazions: An Introduction to Phenomenology and Heidegger’s argument
in The Fundamental Concepts of Metaphysics: World, Finitude, Solitude. According
to Husserl, we comprehend the animal as “an anomalous modification” of the
human. In his view, the way we comprehend animals is analogous to the way we
comprehend humans. However, we can also find an essential difference between
the meaning of @nimal and the meaning of human if we distinguish them. Unlike
Husserl, Heidegger draws attention to this difference. We grasp buman and animal

as that which is clearly distinguished from mere inanimate things like stones.
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Human and animal have this in common. However, Heidegger claims that animals
are always carried away by something, and that they cannot grasp a thing s a
thing. He emphasizes that the circumstances that surround the animal are not the
same as the world that surrounds the human. According to this argument, animals
do not have the world and the selfness that we have. This is what Heidegger finds
to be the essential difference between the animal and the human.

Based on comparing Husserl’s and Heidegger’s arguments, we can understand
the following. On the one hand, animal is comprehended as a modification of
bhuman, which seems to have a world and selfness. On the other hand, animal is
comprehended as that which does not have a world and selfness. I disclose this
double characteristic of our way of comprehending the animal, and clarify the
characteristic of selfness that the human has. Through the above arguments, I try to

clarify our way of comprehending the life of the human and of the animal.
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