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“Death in Royal Authority” in Japanese Anc1ent
Literature

Midori Ebina

For the ancient Japanese royal authority, the most dangerous thing was
treasons — especially, by those who belong to the Imperial family. Though their
plots were always crushed, those rebels were feared to be evil spirits which harmed
royal authority. Royal authority tried to prevent such disasters , by describing
rebels as tragic people in Japanese ancient history books (“Kojiki” “Nihon-Syoki”)
and the first Waka collection (“Manyoshu”) , reposing their dead soul.

Their rebellion often describes as forbidden love affairs such as love with ladies
of Emperor, who cover themselves with the country’s spirit. Getting these women,
rebels tries to rob of the throne. As for the story of the purged crown prince, his
crime describes as the incest with his full sister. Justly their love lead them to ruin
for the encroachment on royal authority.

When rebels who are executed, “Banka” (tragic elegies) are written for the
victims. These Banka contains their death spot for making their souls recognize
their death and resting in peace at the spot. Another feature of Banka for rebels
from the Imperial family is comparing rebels’ death to Emperot’s death, treating
them as members of Imperial family. So that, their souls are calmed and taken in
the royal authority. As the lateral members of the Imperial family are established
as feudatory to Emperor, the form of reposing the Imperial rebels against the royal

authority gradually changes into pure love lyric Tanka.
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