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Social Rehabilitation of Prison Inmates with
Mental Disorders

Satoko Matsumoto / Toshiaki Nomura /
Yuka Tsuchiya / Yusuke Okumura

Analysis was made with the goal of clarifying the relationship between
the contents of administrative orders issued from correctional facilities (below,
“order contents”) and whether or not psychiatric examinations of inmates (below,
“psychiatric exams”) and involuntary hospitalization of inmates (below, “involuntary
hospitalization”) are performed accordingly. The results showed that for the group
for whom psychiatric examinations were performed (below, “examination group”),
the number where the local government authority (below, “local authority”) was the
Tokyo Metropolitan Government (below, “Tokyo Prefecture”) was significantly low,
while the number where the local authority was a prefecture in the Kanto vicinity
(below, “Kanto-region Prefectures”) other than Tokyo Prefecture was significantly
high. Meanwhile, for the group for whom even involuntary hospitalization was
petformed (below, “hospitalized group”), the trend showed high figures for two
items: cases where the diagnosed disease was “schizophrenia,” and cases where the
current criminal offense was something other than “violation of the Stimulants
Control Law” and/or “violation of the Poisonous and Deleterious Substances Control
Law.” Further, as for age, it was shown that the age in years of the hospitalized
group was significantly higher.

In regards to the fact that the number of psychiatric exams performed
by Tokyo Prefecture was low, one reason is thought to be that compared with
other Prefectures, Tokyo Prefecture issues a large number of orders, and there

are insufficient human resources to respond. Conversely, as to the fact that the
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number of psychiatric exams petformed by Kanto-region Prefectures other than
Tokyo Prefecture is high, it is thought that since the Kanto-vicinity Prefectures
are located geographically near to correctional facilities, it is relatively easy to find
opportunities for responsible personnel of local authorities to meet face-to-face with
responsible personnel of correctional facilities; thus, such entities can work together
relatively easily.

When, for the examination group, comparison was made between the
hospitalized group and the non-hospitalized group, the hospitalized group showed
comparatively high numbers where the diagnosed disease was “schizophrenia” and
whete the current criminal offense was not “illegal drugs,” and also a significantly
higher age in years. These results are thought to be due to the following facts:
compared with other diseases, schizophrenia is comparatively intractable, and it can
be assumed that cases also involving ctime are even more difficult to treat; crimes
related to illegal drugs {usage} have a relatively low degree of self-injury and/or
harm to others compared with other crimes such as homicide, robbery, arson, bodily
injury, etc.; and as aged persons experience difficulties receiving support from their
parents due to varying circumstances, including death of parents, etc., and since
after release from prison, it is difficult for older petsons to stabilize their daily lives,
there is a possibility that treatment in their cases has been interrupted, etc., at a
higher rate than treatment in other cases.

Since the present research was exploratory research, in the future, further
revision is planned using a sutvey form based on the results of the present research.
Also thought to be necessary to clarify the relationship between order contents
and the performance or non-performance of psychiatric exams/involuntary
hospitalization will be the following: increasing sample numbers, and petforming
resurvey within the correctional facilities side as well as performing surveys
regarding the local authorities side. As a result, considerations can be made
regarding the appropriate handling/implementation of orders issued by correctional

facility heads as based on the Law Related to Mental Health and Welfare of
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Persons with Mental Disorders (the “Mental Health and Welfare Law”). By
having psychiatrists responsible for treatment within correctional facilities more
effectively communicate to Prefectures the need for psychiatric exams/involuntary
hospitalization, it is expected that psychiatric exams (diagnoses) and involuntary
hospitalization can be performed even more appropriately for those truly in need,
and that after fulfilling their sentences, former offenders can enjoy lives—Ilives
which are surmised now to be replete with difficulties—that are better and more

successful.
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