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A Method of Discourse Structure Understanding
in Japanese Task-Free Conversation
for Causal Conjunction

SHIN’ICHIRO NisHIZAWAT and HirosHI NakAGawa't

We discuss here how a discourse structure for a causal relation between two or more
utterances is linguistically expressed in Japanese task-free conversations. When we
have a conversation, we often use conjunctions as a sign of causal relation, change of
topic, etc. So, these words are important to understand a discourse structure because
we often use these words to represent “an intention of utterance” or “a stream of
discourse.” Here, we discuss a case where causal conjunctions are used in Japanese
task-free conversations by examining our corpus of causal conversation, and show
how to identify relations, represented by these conjunctions, among a few adjacent
sentences systematically.

KeyWords: Japanese task-free conversation, discourse structure, causal relation,
Japanese conjunction, corpus
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