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Abstract

The concept of literary “otherness” constitutes the symbolic domain of colonial
identification based on Edward Said’s idea of “Orientalism.” This idea is always
based on a binominal confrontation between the West and the East; white and non-
white; self and the other. This paradigm is structured on nation, religion, culture and
ethnicity. Critics of postcolonialism usually point to the ways that whiteness’s others
have been exoticized and romanticized, demonized and inferiorized in the name
of difference, but this is not always supported by a logic of radical difference; it is
sometimes a logic of the same kind of self that drives them.

In this paper I would like to compare Australia and Japan in terms of “otherness”
as both countries rather deviate from the postcolonial framework. Although both
nations are located in the Asia-Pacific region, Australia is historically a white,
western nation, and Japan has a history of imperialism despite not being a white
nation of the West. Japan has even colonized Southeast Asian nations but has not
been colonized itself by the West. In this sense, both countries are unique in the
framework of the postcolonial structure. I would like to focus on some literary works
by Australian and Japanese writers, which deal with the other of Japan and Australia
respectively. 1 will investigate what constitutes otherness for Australians and for
Japanese, and clarify whether or not Australia is the other for Japanese writers, and
whether Japan is the other for Australian writers.

EL®HIC

M ] LI &L, IERICBWTIIHACEYVEESNZMMA L W EHERE DD D
THAHA, bedbliga—uy NOfREN, [FEHBER]IHLVIE[H=N) XA
o TREFESNDLfLE D OANLZBG 7200 L. R Z ZCIZ5ET 57200
KHELTHEHIN 23D TH S, ZOMSICIE. MEREMOBEMENISTEFNRTHRE L
W) FTO RV, [MBF ] IXS SICEFFERET VLY, AT B ZXHT 274
FUTFATAEVIWMARERTHOICHVENIZEENE, LAL, SHOEX M
=7 ) ALOHHETHHINTVS [MBF] LV IHEiE, 784 PO, HEVIEFER
F7 a4 N OEROTEEICBT BTGS2 DIZEDREDDH B L ShTw
oV T I EC LD BAREZBREICT 57201 N TH D ZIUEP PSR,
ORFENT T LR TR AL T LIMEE LTO[F )V 7 ) AL PEAB L

" Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths and Helen Tiffin, Key Concepts in Post-Colonial Studies (New York:
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