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On the Analytical Topic Outline of Jizang (吉藏)’s Commentary 

on Madhyamakaśāstra 
 

WANG, Junqi 
 

The analytical topic outline (Keduan, 科段) is an exegetical method used in Chinese Buddhism 

for revealing the topics and structure of a certain Buddhist text by dividing and subdividing the text 

into several parts. This paper shall discuss the analytical topic outline of Jizang’s commentary on 

Madhyamakaśāstra and how he was influenced by Piṅgala’s commentary on Madhyamakaśāstra 

and Saddharmapuṇḍarikasūtra.  

Piṅgala, based on the criterion that Hīnayāna’s pratītyasamutpāda=dvādaśāṅga and Mahāyāna’s 

pratītyasamutpāda=anirodhānutpāda, divided Nāgājuna’s Madhyamakaśāstra into three parts, 

namely the first 25 chapters, chapters 26–27.28, and vv.27.29–30 of Madhyamakaśāstra, and 

ascribed them to Mahāyāna, Hīnayāna and Mahāyāna separately. 

Piṅgala’s rudimental Keduan system of Madhyamakaśāstra seems have not attracted much 

attention before the age of Jizang. For example, Jizang’s predecessors and contemporaries, the 
Sanlun masters of northland (北土三論師) composed a totally different Keduan system of 

Madhyamakaśāstra which stresses the importance of theme (宗). Compared with them, Jizang 

adopted Piṅgala’s triple outline of Madhyamakaśāstra, and further composed a highly developed 

Keduan system against the Sanlun masters of northland. Furthermore, Jizang endeavored to 

combine his Keduan system with Saddharmapuṇḍarikasūtra by ascribing the three parts of 
Madhyamakaśāstra to the fundamental Dharma-wheel (根本法輪), the derivative Dharma-wheel (枝

末法輪), and the Dharma-wheel that makes derivative Dharma-wheel return to the fundamental (攝

末歸本法輪) correspondingly. Besides, Jizang adopted the Buddha-nature (仏性) thought from 

Saddharmapuṇḍarikasūtra and explained Madhyamakaśāstra with Buddha-nature. His endeavor to 

combine Madhyamaka with Buddha-nature brought a watershed in the history of Chinese Buddhism 
because in later times Tiantai (天台) and Chan (禅) schools both inherited the same understanding on 

Madhyamaka. Therefore, this paper will at first make a brief list of Jizang’s Keduan system and 

discuss how Jizang positioned every chapter of Madhyamakaśāstra systematically. And then this 

paper will examine how Jizang combined Madhyamakaśāstra with the thought of Buddha-nature. 
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