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—297 -



RE BE

i

FPFALF L LTEDRL TV, L TI6EBEINZZ ML LN TED L0, [#
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FIERFIL T L L COBEE RO, ETHATHIEMATFO—FIE LT [BE] 281750
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KDL BRFENTE DA I D, WETIE R F9E., T4 F4EROHo7,

(30) FOREERIFRIC, VEIIEEENOBLICETEH T,
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ELTWND EITEWVEER,

Tokoic, TEE) RE oLHi%45H. NEk) =¥ oX57%48H. MU
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Abstract

Among the constructional idioms in Japanese is what I refer to in this paper as the "chizu-o
tayori-ni" construction, a sentence with a subordinate clause 'X-0 Y-ni' that lacks a predicate verb. The
noun in the Y slot of the construction is generally considered to be restricted to 'unsaturated nouns': nouns
that require reference point elements for their conceptualization (e.g. kinship terms, sakusha 'author', and
riyuu 'reason’).

The corpus-based research I have conducted, however, shows that saturated nouns can be
occasionally found in the Y slot of the construction. This paper proposes a usage-based account of this
phenomenon. It is maintained that the specification of the construction coerces those nouns to
temporarily serve as unsaturated nouns. Moreover, with some nouns this semantic extension is

conventionalized, which means that they have established uses as unsaturated nouns.
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