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On the Relation between the Segmental Structure of Words
and the Location of Accent in the Shioya Dialect in Kaga City,

Ishikawa Pref.

--with an Appendix Containing the Accent Data--
MATSUKURA Kohei

Keywords: relation between pitch and segments, Shioya dialect, Kaga dialect,

Japanese accent

Abstract

The Shioya dialect spoken in Kaga City, Ishikawa Pref., has the characteristic that the
location of accent (the position of pitch fall} is mostly determined according to the segmental
features such as vowel height and voicedness of consonants. Also at work are such
characteristics as the length, the etymology (whether it is of foreign origin or not) and the
morphological structure of the word. While constraints such as these are widely shared among
dialects in the Kaga region, for instance the Kanazawa dialect (Uwano & Nitta 1982, 1983), the
Shioya dialect is different from neighboring dialects in southem Kaga in that voicedness of the

onset consonant plays a role in accent placement.
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