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A Loyal Servant of Ban Mengjian: A Return from
“History” to “Canonical Text”
to Be Seen in Yan Shigu’'s Commentary on the
Hanshu

by Yoshihiro WATANABE

Yan Shigu Zili5 endeavoured to interpret the contents of the Hanshu W&
within the confines of the Hanshu itself, and he was critical of the citing of
alternative views from other works apart from canonical texts and works about
philology. The Hanshu had originally been composed as a successor to the
Shangshu w3, and Yan Shigu added annotations on the basis of the methodology
of canonical studies, regarding the text of the Hanshu as the absolute. Further,
by adding annotations to the Hanshu, Yan Shigu sought to supplement this
“canonical text” (jing ). By reverting from annota- tions based on the methods
of “history” to annotations based on the methods of “canonical texts,” Yan Shigu
sought to enhance the legitimacy of the Hanshu as an “official history” of the
state. He also pointed out not only errors committed by Pei Songzhi ZE# 2, who
had founded the “historical” method, but also those in his son Pei Yin's ZEEl Shiji
jijie L4, and he thereby dealt a blow to the historical studies that had
constituted the family scholarship of the Pei clan of Hedong i . Yan Shigu also
rejected the genealogical studies thathad served as the grounds for the
legitimiza- tion of Wudi X5 in the Liangshu %3 by the Yao Bk clan of Wuxing
5.8 whose family scholarship was likewise centred on historical studies. This
was done in order to criticize the genealogical studies of the Southern Dynasties,
which had served as an obstacle to the acceptance of the Zhenguan shizu pu ¥
CI%3E. Yan Shigu further criticized geographical works such as the Kuodi zhi 35
i, which Li Tai 2578, who was hostile towards the heir apparent Li Chengqian
#4717 had had compiled, and he thus sought to denigrate the merits of its



compilation.

Yan Shigu added annotations to the Hanshu in its capacity as a work that
both firmly established the position of “history” and also guaranteed the
legitimacy of the Yan clan, which was responsible for this, and of their patron, the
heirapparentLi Chengqian. The Hanshu,whichthushaditsexistence
guaranteed by “canonical texts,” not only advanced the transformation of the Han
period into “classical China” during the Tang but also came to be long read as a

work of history that conveyed a picture of this “classical China.”
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