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Study on the use of urn-shaped pottery in the late Yayoi period and its background

:Focusing on Shiga Prefecture

Yusuke YAMASHITA

This study argues that the Yayoi period Omi area was original and innovative, based on concrete data. In this
study, the first-level analysis calculated the proportion of use of urn-shaped pottery with rim in different sites
within and surrounding the Omi area. This analysis confirmed previous suspicions that the use of urn-shaped
pottery with rim is unique and limited to the area under study. The second-level analysis measured the area of
the settlements where urn-shaped pottery was mainly used. The measurements revealed the existence of a clear
hierarchy in these settlements. In order to further study the common characteristics of the urn-shaped pottery
used in different settlements, the author analyzed independent buildings on lifted columns, which comprised
the third-level analysis. Due to the presence of these buildings in each subregion of Shiga Prefecture and the
correspondence between the settlement scale and the size of the buildings, as well as the daily interactions
based on urn-shaped pottery, the author presumes that there was a close exchange relationship among the
elites in the settlements with the buildings.

Using this three-level analysis, the author shows that the interaction through Lake Biwa between settlements
was active during the late Yayoi period. Further, the author challenges the theory that assigns high importance
to the subregional evaluation of the Konan region and creates a foundation to understand the Omi area as a
region that promoted the information exchange by establishing strong linkages around the shores of Lake Biwa
during the transition from the Yayoi to the Kofun periods.



