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A Study on Educational Gerontology in Japan

Nanako MATSUMOTOf

'Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

This study aims to conceptualize an alternative vision for “educational gerontology” in Japan by constructing
a theoretical framework for the youth to learn about the aged and aging. In order to achieve this purpose, this
paper firstly organizes theories of educational gerontology in Japan and indicates the challenges in the field of
“education about aging (EAA)” for the youth. Secondarily, it examines the field of social gerontology and
overviews the theory formation against ageism. Lastly, it raises means in which the youth can study the aged and
aging in the field of “care” in reference to Amada’s theory of critical gerontology. To advance this study; 1.
theoretical and empirical examination of the relationship between the field of “care” and the youth, and 2.
empirical examination of EAA practices are required for the future studies.
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