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Current Status and Issues of Research of Academic Library

Collections

Shohei YAMADA |
f Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

The aim of this study is to conduct a review of research which quantitatively analyses academic
library collections, and to summarise the viewpoints and outcomes of these previous studies. This
study reveals that viewpoints of previous studies can be divided into three categories: collection
evaluation, clarifying scope and extent of collections, and description of trends in the nature of
materials owned by academic libraries. This review show that previous studies have clarified three
features of academic library collections: collection situation of specific materials, relative charac-
teristics of collections, distribution of materials among collections. An analysis of the outcomes of
this research indicates that a holistic overview of academic library collections is required for future

research.

Keywords: Academic Libraries, University Libraries, Collection, Collection Evaluation, Literature
Review

- 50 -





