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Manchu Genitive Marker Spelled ni
Hayata, Suzushi
Keywords: Classical Manchu, genitive, loanword, velar nasal

Abstract
In mid-17th century Manchu, the genitive case marker -;, when attached to loan words ending in ng, was
usually written as ni, rather than -i. This paper is an attempt to determine how this Manchu letter
sequence was pronounced. I argue that it was pronounced as it was spelled, drawing on the observation
that ngnl was correctly distinguished from #} in native words in the written language at the time. It is

also suggested that the form [nni] is likely to have been derived from [nni].
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