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forms in Japanese are considered part of the ‘formal’ or ‘polite’ style in 
Japanese, often referred to as honorifics. However, studies have shown that forms 
are not always used as addressee honorifics (Cook 1996, 1997, 2012), and that they index the
‘disciplined mode of self’ or the ‘public self’ of the speaker. By analyzing use of 
pupils in a small community classroom which contrasts with normative uses in previous 
studies, this paper addresses the problems in applying such notions and aims to contribute 
towards a better explanation of ‘unconventional’ .

forms in Japanese are considered part of the ‘formal’ or ‘polite’ style, often referred to as 
honorifics. However, is not always used as honorifics. It can appear in informal conversations 
with family and friends, without the honorific sense. Previous studies have addressed this ambiguous use 
of use and non-use. One of the major explanation was that indexes the disciplined 
mode of self, or the ‘public self’, while the non-use of it indexes the innate self (Cook 1996, 1997, 2012).
Although this view is a leap forward from treating all as honorifics, challenges remain in 
applying to all instances of use. This paper analyzes use of pupils in a small 
classroom setting. Pupils use  as a classroom register in this particular setting. Some are in line 
with previous studies, while others are slightly divergent. In this paper, I attempt to move the discussion 
of beyond politeness or ‘public self’, which could also advance the analysis of use 
and its non-use outside this particular context. 

and are often considered part of (honorific style) or (polite style) in Japanese.
is a copula, while is a form added to verbs. and are their respective past 

forms. All these forms appear at sentence-final position. Examples of these forms and their negative 
forms are shown below. 
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