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Structure and Issues in Studies of Participation in Theaters and

Concert Halls

Akihiro HORIMOTOf

'Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

The purpose of this paper is to review previous studies of participation of community residents in theaters
and concert halls and to examine related issues. In theaters and concert halls, participation of community residents
has been discussed as the participation in the development process before theaters and concert halls are built, or
the participation in cultural activities and in management after theaters and concert halls are opened. The result of
this review suggests that theaters and concert halls have not been regarded as a part of social education facilities,
and that previous studies have not focused on the community residents who are the participants. There is a need
for research which regards this participation as community residents’ own learning.
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