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Summary

The aim of this essay is to investigate how the youth department of the biggest
Croatian immigrant organization, Narodona Hrvatska Zajednica (NHZ; the National
Croatian Society), tried to organize, mobilize, and even unite Croatian immigrant
children during WWI. The youth section of NHZ, Pomladak Narodne Hrvatske
Zajednice (Pomladak NHZ; The Junior Order of the National Croatian Society), was
established at the end of 1915 and grew exponentially during WWI.

Pomladak NHZ functioned as a fraternal and national organization for children
of Croatian immigrant workers and provided aids, benefits, and other services for
children and their families. This encouraged many immigrant families to let their
children join Pomladak NHZ. The organization was also an important tool to create
and reinforce the image of the nation and the race among the younger generation.
More importantly, while it propagated their Croatian national consciousness,
Pomladak NHZ supported the ideas of South Slavic and Slavic solidarity. This
transnational movement helped encourage the U.S. society to accept Croatians and
assist them in adjusting to their new surroundings more easily.

In conclusion, through their social and cultural activities, the media, and their
fraternal network, Pomladak NHZ developed transnational links between branches
of NHZ and Pomladak NHZ and other Croatian associations in the U.S., Europe, and
the rest of the world. They also presented the formed but ever changing image of the
nation and the race to Croatian immigrant children, which were closely associated
with the political, economic, social, and cultural contexts in the U.S. and their
homeland.
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29 pomladak (Jan. 1917): 6. Pomladak (May 1917): 772 £
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3 F21g, 189449 H 14 HIZ# T S NA—TIRA BB NHZ IS o= w F— XK — F OE =505
a7 F7RIEMESMOBENL, [REENLIRHE LU O 1) D 2 a7 F7 RO DfE— DD ]Ik
T %, CFU, The First 100 Years, 6.
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32 Cizmig, Povijest Hrvatske Braske Zajednice, 51, 107.

3 Zapisnik VIII. Konvencije Narodone Hrvatske Zajednice, 26 September—5 October, 1904 (St. Louis,
MO: NHZ), 25.

34) Cizmig, Povijest Hrvatske Braske Zajednice, 946, 108.

3% Tihomir Teliman, “Hrvatska braska zajednica kao socijalna organizacija hrvatskih iselenika u SAD,”
Migracijske teme 2, no. 1 (1985): 74.

36) Cizmig, Povijest Hrvatske Braske Zajednice, 53, 105-6.

n Zapisnik VIII. Konvencije, 22.
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38) Telisman, “Hrvatska braska zajednica,” 71.

3 Pomladak (February 1917): 3.

40 pomladak (February 1917): 3.

4 CFU, The first 100 years % 7. &

42 Hravatska Zajednica, Pravila (1894), 3.
#) Croatian Society, By-Laws, 24.
44 NCS, By-Laws (1904), 43.

45 NCS, By-Laws (1906), 28.

49 Cizmié, Hrvati u Zivotu Sjednijenih Americkih Drzava, 264. Cizmi¢, Povijest Hrvatske Braske Zajednice,
137. TeliSman, “Hrvatska braska zajednica,” 71. Zapisnik VI. Konvencije Narodone Hrvatske Zajednice

(Wheeling, WV: NHZ (NCS), 27 August-2 September, 1900), 13.
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4 Ante Cuvalo, The Croatian National Movement, 1966—1972 (New York: Columbia University Press,
1990), 13-16.

) Cizmié, Povijest Hrvatske Braske Zajednice. Prpi¢, The Croatian Immigrants in America, THf (= —B0)
[ EE LT RE ), — B RN RIRERROI L 7 A ) 2 G REA~OFRML] L E2 L,

9 Ik a7 F7 ABROMEN L RSB, KELRIEW OB, M, SO L B
LTHDH, EE. 2O 5% > TV %, Ulf Brunnbauer, ed., Transnational Societies, Transterritorial
Politics (Munchen: R. Oldenbourg Verlag, 2009) 5%,
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59 Shiori Nomura, “Transnational discourses of the Nation and Race: Croatian immigrants during WWI in the

U.S.A.,” The Komaba Journal of Area Studies 10 (2007): 144—174.
S A s TRk 0 2 F ) CEFLRL, 1995 4E[=1994 4F]), 28-31, 36-37 H,
52 pomladak (June 1916): 4.
59 Pomladak (August 1916): 4
% Pomladak (June 1916): 8.
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55 Pomladak (July 1917): 8. Pomladak (December 1917): 10.
5 Pomladak (August 1917): 6.
57) Nomura, “Transnational discourses of the Nation and Race.”

5% Hravatska Zajednica, Pravila (1894), 3-5.

59 Hravatska Zajednica, Pravila (1897), 3; NHZ, Pravila i Zakoni (1898), NCS, By-Laws (1898), 7; NHZ,
Pravila i Zakoni (1900); NCS, By-Laws (1900), 9; and In the Court of Common Pleas 75 ¥ % i, & o

60) Nomura, “Transnational discourses of the Nation and Race”.

V" Pomladak (February 1918): 3.
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