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Abstract

In 2015, Japan enacted a law that lowered voting age from 20 to 18 and this legislation triggered the needs of the political
education for young people. However, it has not been clear what kind of political education and participation should be
expected in this situation.

In this paper, we reconsider “participation” in a political education focusing particularly the relationship between schools
and the areas outside schools.

In the chapter 1, we refer to the practices of political education in Japan by reconsidering a concept of “politics”. It shows
that in spite of the political potentiality of the practices in the areas outside schools, the cases are still limited in the school
education.

In the chapter 2, we discuss three types of practices of political education in the United States that head outside school.
We see these three types of cases as being based on the new understanding of democracy. It shows that all of them aim to
develop the “meaning makers”.

In the chapter 3, we discuss the learing experience of democracy outside schools, called Youth Council that is rooted in
Danish tradition. We find out that these experiences of young people in daily lives, such as proposing policies, making
decisions, and so on, promote their participations.

From the above, we conclude that the cases of the U.S. and Denmark focus on politics in daily lives. On the other hand,
from cases in Japan, the practices of political education can be performed as static (intellectual) ones as well as dynamic

ones including participation.

Keywords: Political Education, the United States, Denmark, Participation, Citizenship Education
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