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A Study of the Meaning of Labor for Adult and Community Education

Shogo NISHIKAWA

Labor has been discussed in connection with workers’ education, working youth education, and the theories of leisure in adult and

community education so far. And the mainstream studies have been based on Marx’s theories. However, the theoretical framework

of the studies is insufficient to explain current labor problems. The aim of this article is to reconsider the meaning of labor by

reviewing the history of thought of labor, with a focus on Marx’s and Arendt’s thoughts. This study suggests that people can

recognize their position and meaning in society through “Work” that is distinguished from “Labor”.
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