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A Review of Empirical Studies on Our Society Using the Concept of “Meritocracy”

Yasufumi YAMAGUCHI

The concept of “meritocracy,” introduced by the UK sociologist Michael Young in 1958, has been used to measure the difference

between our society and a model society in which people are assessed by their achievements and not by the dystopian aspect of

Young's meritocracy. In order to confirm the importance of the empirical study of our society using the concept of meritocracy, we

looked at Young's definition of meritocracy and at how the concept was introduced in society with some changes in the definition.

We examined why it is impossible to apply the concept of Young's meritocracy in the research on our society. After this rechecking

process, we reviewed the literature of empirical studies on our society using the concept, especially the ones focusing on “effort .

Finally, we reconfirmed the importance of using the concept of meritocracy.
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