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A Discussion on the Possibility of “Modern Family Theory” Based on the Comparison of Family Study in Japan, South Korea and China

Hwangseok RYU, Qiaohui FAN, Madoka NAKANO

This paper is a comparative analysis based on sorting out how family was discussed in Japan, South Korea and China.
By comparison, the following things were clarified. In Japan, the concept of “modern” as well as “modern family” is used to
distinguish tradition (pre-modern), modern, and post-modern. But in South Korea, since the opinion of “Compressed Modern” is
more persuasive, the combination of traditional and modern elements observed in “modern” and “modern family” is emphasized.
Different from these two countries, China is in the process of realizing the national goal of “socialism modernization”. In this
process, either for the nation or for individual, “tradition” has become an optional choice. Therefore, to demonstrate the integration
and cooperation of “tradition” and “modern” observed in Chinese family changes is considered as important research topics.

However, in some respects, Japan's “Modern Family Theory” could be applied to family study in South Korea and China.
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